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Worker safety a major concern during I-5 work
Crews from Concrete Barrier, which has a $12 million contract for the 

project, will be working around the clock.
By MARGIE SLOVAN
Journal Staff Reporter 

Beginning Friday night at 10 p.m., northbound Interstate 5 will shrink to three, two or even one
lane between the West Seattle Bridge and Interstate 90 — and stay shrunk for the next 19 days.

After 40 years, the freeway there is being repaved and 34 expansion joints are being replaced.

It's “probably the most extensive traffic closures we've ever attempted in Washington state,” said
Paul Johnson, an engineering spokesperson for the Washington State Depar tment of
Transportation.

In the inevitable driver frustration that will follow the squeezing of I -5, how will WSDOT 
ensure the safety of its construction workers?

Crews from Concrete Barrier, which has a $12 million contract for the I-5 project, will be 
working around the clock.

There will be about 60 workers at the construction site at any given time, Johnson said.

“Road rage is a concern on any project that has an impact on the travell ing public,” said
Johnson. “It's that less than one percent [of drivers] that we worry about.”

The Washington State Patrol will have an officer stationed at the site 24 hours a day to deal with 
anything that comes up, Johnson said.

To ensure the safety of its paving crews, WSDOT is planning to install a  42-inch-high concrete 
barrier between the workers and the roadway.

Crews working on the expansion joints will be shielded from motorists by a six-foot screen, so 
that drivers are not tempted to slow down to see what's happening.

“We want to do everything we can to get motorists through the area as quickly as possible,”
Johnson said.

WSDOT also plans to have extra incident response trucks stationed on the  freeway to deal with 
any traffic accidents, he said.

But between midnight and 4:30 a.m., there could be only one northbound l ane open.

What if there's an accident in that lane?

“We're prepared to bring in emergency response trucks backward to get to the scene,” Johnson
said.
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Besides the fact that fewer traffic lanes on northbound I-5, will be open, the lanes that are open 
will be two feet skinnier than usual.

At 10 feet wide, they will be narrower than any other highway lanes in the state, Johnson said.

In some places, there will be no shoulders, either.

At a construction site in Spokane, where traffic lanes have been reduced  to 10.5 feet in width,
“drivers are adjusting,” Johnson said.

Big trucks have been staggering their trips through the Spokane work zone so they don't have to 
travel alongside each other.

For questions or feedback about the I-5 lane closures, you can call WSDOT's special telephone 
hotline at (206) 440-4704.

 
Margie Slovan can be reached by email or by phone at (206) 622-8272.
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