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The Washington State Freight System Plan (FSP) is WSDOT's statewide
framework for understanding, planning, and investing in the multimodal
freight system that supports Washington's economy and connects the
state to national and global markets. The Plan evaluates how highways,
railroads, waterways, ports, airports, pipelines, and intermodal facilities
work together to move goods and support supply chains, businesses,
and communities across the state.

The 2026 update adopts a stronger supply chain perspective,
recognizing that freight performance depends on the reliability,
connectivity, and resilience of the entire system linking producers,
manufacturers, distribution centers, gateways, and consumers. Rather
than evaluating individual modes in isolation, the Plan examines how
goods move end-to-end across production, storage, distribution, and
consumption. The Plan helps WSDOT and its partners assess freight
conditions and performance, identify challenges and opportunities,
guide future investments and policies, and fulfill federal freight planning
requirements while supporting broader statewide goals for economic
vitality, mobility, safety, environmental stewardship, and collaboration.
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The importance of freight in Washington

Freight supports Washington's economy and communities Figure 1: Washington's Key Freight Issues

Freight is how food, fueI: |jned|cme, consumer gf)ods, an‘d Washington-made Preservation Mobility

products reach communities and markets. A reliable freight system supports — —  —

jobs, keeps costs lower for families and businesses, and helps maintain quality Aging bridges and » Corridor

of life throughout the state. pavement bottlenecks
Short line » Capacity

Freight-dependent industries account for nearly one-third of Washington's constraints constraints

economy and support approximately 1.25 million jobs. Agriculture, Aging locks * Reliability
concerns

manufacturing, transportation, warehousing, wholesale trade, retail trade,
construction, and utilities all depend on a high-performing freight network.

Delays, bottlenecks, and disruptions increase costs, reduce reliability, and can Resilience Truck Parking Community Impacts
make it harder for Washington industries to compete on a regional, national, ——— —————— _—
and global scale. Hazard exposure « Parking shortages + Safety concerns

Limited + Agingrest areas * Noise impacts
Key freight challenges and future needs redundancy + Undesignated * Airquality

Critical failure parking considerations
Washington's freight system supports approximately 1.25 million jobs and points

nearly one-third of the state's economy, but growing infrastructure, mobility,
resilience, safety, and truck parking challenges are affecting supply chain

performance. The 2026 Freight System Plan identifies key freight needs and
strategic priorities to support future investment, policy, and coordination Trends Shaping Future Needs
decisions.

Climate and resilience pressures ¢ Community expectations

Trade and supply chain volatility < Fundingand governance
Energy transition challenges
E-commerce growth Workforce needs
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Washington'’s freight system at a glance

Washington possesses one of Figure 2: Multimodal freight system and quick facts
North America’s most diverse and
interconnected freight networks.

Supported by an integrated
multimodal network, as seen in
Figure 2, Washington serves a
unique dual role as both a Pacific
gateway for international trade
and a domestic production and
distribution hub. The state’s ports,
airports, border crossings, freight
corridors, and intermodal facilities
connect regional producers and
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handled approximately 592 Truck Corridors (T-1 &
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million tons of freight valued at
$609 billion .|n 2024, with freight = M

volumes projected to grow to 872 Highway & Railway Network

million tons valued at $1.3 trillion .
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Sources: CPCS*WSDOT: Cartography by CPCS (2026).
/X

760

centerline miles of
interstate highways

11 47,000 133

pipeline system intermodal
IIES facilities

deep-draft ports airports providing
cargo service

1 FAF5.7.1,2025. Source: WSDOT data, 2026.
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Strategic priorities for action
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The Freight System Plan identifies seven interconnected strategic priorities, shown in Figure 3, that respond directly to the freight system needs, performance

findings, resilience assessment, future trends, and partner input documented throughout the Plan.

Figure 3: Strategic themes

Support the workforce needed to
maintain and operate a modern freight
system.

Coordination Across Partners e

and Programs

Strengthen collaboration among public
agencies, tribes, ports, industry, regions,
neighboring jurisdictions, and federal
programs.

Safety, Equity, and Community
Outcomes

Advance freight mobility while addressing
safety, environmental impacts, and
community concerns.

Operational Efficiency and

Information Sharing

Improve data, freight system visibility,
performance monitoring, and coordination
across modes and partners.

Source: CPCS, 2026.

Reliable Freight Corridors and

Gateways

Improve the performance and dependability of
major freight corridors, terminals, gateways, and
intermodal connections.

Strengthen the ability of supply chains
to withstand and recover from
disruptions while maintaining economic
activity.

Energy Transition Readiness
Support freight system adaptation as
transportation fuels, vehicle
technologies, and energy infrastructure
evolve.
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How the Freight System Plan supports decision-making

Figure 4: Plan chapter navigation

Chapter 1:
Introduces the
plan's supply

Chapter 3:
Examines the
industries and
chain-focused supply chains
approach to that drive
freight freight demand.
planning.

Looking for information about Washington’s freight system?

See Chapter 2 - An All-Encompassing Network for information on freight
modes, key corridors, freight hubs, intermodal facilities, truck parking, border
crossings, and freight system designations.

Looking for information about freight and the economy?

See Chapter 3 - Washington’s Economy & Supply Chains for information
on freight-dependent industries, economic impacts, trade flows, key supply
chains, and the role of freight in supporting Washington’s economy.

Looking for freight system performance information?

See Chapter 4 - Performance of the System for information on system
preservation, safety, mobility, bottlenecks, freight access, terminal
performance, and community impacts.

Looking for information about resilience?

See Chapter 4 - Performance of the System for information on freight
network vulnerabilities, hazard exposure, supply chain disruption risks,
alternative routes, and recovery considerations.

Chapter 4: Chapter 5:
Assesses freight Explores trends
system and emerging
performance, issues shaping
constraints, and freight's future.
resilience.

Chapter 6:
Outlines
strategic
direction,
investment
pathways, and
next steps.

Looking for truck parking information?

See Chapter 2 - An All-Encompassing Network for information on truck
parking inventory.

See Chapter 4 - Performance of the System for information on undesignated
parking, rest area conditions, and emergency parking considerations.

Looking for freight corridors and supply chains?

See Chapter 3 - Washington’s Economy & Supply Chains for information on
key freight corridors, freight activity hubs, trade connections, cross-border
movements, supply chain dependencies, and corridor functions.

Looking for freight investment information?

See Chapter 6 - A Forward-Looking Investment and Policy Framework
for information on freight funding programs, investment priorities, project
evaluation criteria, and considerations for state and local investments.

Looking for future trends?

See Chapter 5 - Freight Trends Shaping Washington’s Future for information
on freight demand, trade uncertainty, workforce challenges, technology,
energy transition, climate risks, and other trends affecting the future of freight
movement.
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