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About this Appendix 
This Appendix describes WSDOT's approach to investing National Highway Freight Program (NHFP) funds, outlines 
the methodology used to evaluate and prioritize projects for funding, and presents the updated Critical Urban Freight 
Corridor (CUFC) and Critical Rural Freight Corridor (CRFC) designations. 
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Freight Investment Plan 
The Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) provides statewide stewardship for the multimodal 
freight system by highlighting policy direction, coordinating with partners, and managing freight-related funding 
programs such as the National Highway Freight Program. As part of this role, WSDOT develops a Freight 
Investment Plan (FIP) that guides how federal National Highway Freight Program (NHFP) funds are applied to 
support freight projects across Washington. 

For Federal Fiscal Years (FFYs) 2027–2032, this Freight Investment Plan identifies a fiscally constrained set of 
priority projects for National Highway Freight Program (NHFP) funding, using an analytical approach first 
established in the 2017 Freight System Plan (FSP), refined in the 2022 FSP, and tailored in the 2026 FSP to 
incorporate updated federally-recommended metrics on resilience, safety, and economic impact. Consistent with 
federal requirements, it describes how NHFP funds are recommended to be invested in projects that improve 
efficient movement of freight. 

The plan reflects coordination with regional and local partners, aligns with adopted 
transportation plans and statewide priorities, and focuses specifically on NHFP funding; it 
is not intended to represent the full range of freight investment needs statewide. 

NHFP Overview  
The National Highway Freight Program is a federal formula program intended to improve the efficient movement of 
freight on the National Highway Freight Network (NHFN). Established under the Fixing America's Surface 
Transportation (FAST) Act and continued under subsequent federal legislation, NHFP provides funding to states for 
a range of freight-related investments that improve system performance, reliability, and connectivity.  

Eligible NHFP activities include: 

• Highway and bridge improvements. 
• Freight rail and intermodal projects. 
• Project development, right-of-way, and construction. 
• Operational and system efficiency improvements. 
Up to 30 percent of a state’s NHFP apportionment each fiscal year may be used for eligible freight rail, intermodal, 
and other freight projects not located directly on the NHFN, including projects that improve access to freight rail or 
water facilities and certain marine highway and lock-and-dam investments. These flexibilities allow NHFP to support 
multimodal freight needs when those investments improve freight movement and connect to the broader highway 
freight system. 

The NHFN includes the Primary Highway Freight System, other Interstate portions not on the Primary Highway 
Freight System, Critical Urban Freight Corridors, and Critical Rural Freight Corridors. To access NHFP funding, 
states must maintain a freight plan that includes a fiscally constrained freight investment plan identifying priority 
projects and describing how available funds will be invested and matched. 

Approximately $132 M in NHFP funding is expected to be available for Washington between FFY 2027 and 2032, 
subject to congressional reauthorization and state legislative appropriation. Figure 1 shows the estimated amounts 
of NHFP funding by year. A further breakdown of specific funding amounts for individual projects is provided later in 
this Appendix. 

Figure 1: Summary of NHFP funding FFY 2027-2032 
Funding  2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 2032 

Anticipated NHFP 
Funding Amount $22 million $22 million $22 million $22 million $22 million $22 million 

Source: WSDOT, 2026.  
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Washington State Legislative Directive 
WSDOT has historically implemented NHFP in a manner that balances statewide and local freight needs. For the 
prior funding period, the Washington State Legislature directed WSDOT to allocate NHFP funds evenly between 
state and local freight investments.1 

For the FFY 2027–2032 period, WSDOT is carrying forward this 50/50 allocation approach for planning purposes, 
subject to future legislative direction, federal authorization, and funding availability. This approach reflects a 
continued intent to balance: 

• State-led investments that preserve and improve freight-critical infrastructure. 
• Regionally identified local freight projects that address access, mobility, safety, and multimodal freight needs. 

Funding and Program Parameters, FFYs 2027-2032 
Approximately $66 million in NHFP funding is expected to be available for local freight projects over the FFY 2027–
2032 period, assuming continued federal authorization and funding availability. Under the planning assumption of an 
equal state-local split, a comparable amount would also be programmed for state-led freight investments over the 
same period. 

Key program parameters include: 

• Modal flexibility: Up to 30 percent of NHFP funds may be used each federal fiscal year for freight rail and 
intermodal projects. 

• Project readiness: Projects must be ready to obligate funds within the FFY 2027–2032 period and demonstrate 
the ability to advance to implementation. 

• Matching requirements: Project sponsors are responsible for securing non-federal matching funds and 
demonstrating the capability to deliver projects. 

• Implementation focus: Investments are targeted toward projects that improve freight mobility, reliability, safety, 
and system performance on the NHFN. 

State Portion of FFY 2027-2032 NHFP Funds 
WSDOT is still assessing freight investment priorities on the state highway system. Plans for using the state portion 
of FFY 2027-2032 NHFP fundings will be developed later and incorporated into the Freight Investment Plan through 
the amendment process.     

Local Portion of FFY 2027-2032 NHFP Funds 
Project Solicitation and Evaluation Approach 
For the local portion of FFY 2027–2032 NHFP funds, WSDOT used an open solicitation and rigorous evaluation 
process to identify candidate projects. WSDOT invited metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs), regional 
transportation planning organizations (RTPOs), cities, counties, ports, and tribes to submit priority freight projects for 
consideration. 

The solicitation materials outlined project eligibility, data and documentation expectations, and project evaluation 
and scoring criteria, and were supported by instruction sheets, a project request memo, an online web map that 
overlayed various datasets informing the evaluation approach, and other technical assistance resources.  

Sponsors were asked to use these resources to demonstrate project readiness and provide information on freight 
benefits, such as safety, mobility, and preservation benefits, community impacts, and environmental considerations, 

 
1 Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill 5689, 2022. https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2021-

22/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5689-S.SL.pdf  

https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2021-22/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5689-S.SL.pdf
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2021-22/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5689-S.SL.pdf
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and identify committed or anticipated non‑federal match. Submitted projects were then evaluated using a statewide 
scoring framework aligned with transportation policy goals and NHFP objectives, updated from the 2022 FIP to 
reflect lessons learned from the prior cycle and new federal emphasis on resilience, safety, and economic impacts.  

As part of the evaluation process, project location and connectivity to key freight corridors, freight facilities, and the 
state's freight network were considered through the scoring criteria; however, project eligibility was not limited to 
facilities located on or functionally connected to the National Highway Freight Network (NHFN). WSDOT took a 
project-based approach, first soliciting and selecting projects for NHFP funding consideration. Subsequently, new 
Critical Urban Freight Corridors or Critical Rural Freight Corridors are designated for selected projects not located 
on NHFN network to ensure they meet NHFP program requirements. See Corridor Designation section for CUFC 
and CRFC update approach.   

The local NHFP solicitation and evaluation process followed a defined schedule, summarized in Figure 2.  

Figure 2: Project solicitation and evaluation timeline 

 
Source: CPCS, 2026.  

Project Selection 
Between March and June 2026, WSDOT convened a project selection committee to review and recommend local 
projects for NHFP funding. As Figure 3 shows, the committee included representatives from cities, counties, 
MPOs/RTPOs, and ports, with members nominated through their respective associations to ensure broad regional 
and modal perspectives. 

The committee’s role was to: 

• Confirm policy goal weights and maximum point allocations for project scoring, updating the 2022 framework 
where appropriate. 

• Establish selection rules to guide funding recommendations, including considerations such as readiness, 
intermodal eligibility, and geographic balance. 

• Review project ranking results and recommend a prioritized list of projects for NHFP funding within the available 
funding level. 

Figure 3: NHFP selection committee composition 
Organization Type Representative 
Cities City of North Bend 

City of Ellensburg 

Counties Kittitas County 
Clark County 

MPOs/RTPOs Thurston Regional Planning Council 
Spokane Regional Transportation Council 

Ports Port of Clarkson 
Port of Vancouver 

Source: CPCS, 2026.  
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Project Evaluation Criteria 
Projects were evaluated using a scoring framework aligned with statewide transportation policy goals and NHFP 
objectives. The framework was originally developed for the 2017 FSP, refined in the 2022 FSP, and tailored in 2026 
to incorporate updated metrics related to resilience, safety, environment, and economic impact.  

Figure 4 summarizes the evaluation criteria and maximum point allocations approved by the project selection 
committee. In addition to the core policy goal categories (preservation, safety, stewardship, mobility, economic 
vitality, and environment), the framework included additional benefit criteria addressing truck parking, freight system 
resilience, and energy and community outcomes, reflecting issues of growing statewide importance. 

Figure 4: NHFP selection committee evaluation criteria 

Policy Goal Weight Evaluation Criteria Measure 
Maximum 

Point 
Allocation 

Preservation 20% Improve the State of Good Repair of 
Freight Infrastructure 

Pavement and/or bridge condition 20 

Safety 25% 
Prevent or Reduce Injuries or Fatalities Count of serious injury and fatality 

crashes within the project boundary 16 

Reduce Conflict with Active 
Transportation Users 

Separation or mitigation efforts 9 

Stewardship 10% 

Percent of Project Cost with a Funding 
Match 

Percent match 5 

Prioritize Lowest-cost Solutions for the 
Specific Freight Needs 

Evidence of low-cost solution 
consideration or implementation  5 

Mobility 15% Reduce Congestion and Improve 
Reliability 

Level of congestion or reliability in the 
project area 15 

Economic 
Vitality 20% 

Support the Economy and Promote 
Employment 

Project’s distance from the nearest 
large-footprint freight-related building 

cluster 
7 

Location on the Freight and Goods 
Transportation System (FGTS) 

FGTS designation or equivalent truck 
traffic volume 7 

Intermodal Connectivity Between 
Modes 

Degree of connection to an 
intermodal facility 6 

Environment 10% 

Reduce Freight Transportation’s 
Negative Impacts on Stormwater 

Runoff 

Addressing stormwater impacts 
above minimum requirements 3.3 

Reduce Freight Transportation’s 
Negative Impacts on Wildlife Habitats 

Addressing wildlife habitat impacts 3.3 

Reduce Freight Transportation’s 
Negative Impacts on Fish Passage 

Correcting fish passage barriers 3.4 

  Additional Criteria   

Truck Parking Existing Truck Parking Needs + 
Project’s Truck Parking Components 

Improving truck parking supply, 
amenities, or information 10 

Freight System Resiliency Robustness 

Robustness: Located in a census 
tract with a FEMA National Risk 

Index (NRI) combined risk score of 
“Relatively Moderate” or higher, and 

implementation of resiliency 
improvements 

5 



A p p e n d i x  I  |  F r e i g h t  I n v e s t m e n t  P l a n  
 

I-6 

 

Redundancy 
Redundancy: Improvements that 

benefit freight connectivity, access, or 
operational redundancy  

5 

Promote Energy Conservation 
and Enhance Healthy 

Communities 

Energy Conservation 
Infrastructure, technology, or 

operational changes to promote 
energy conservation 

5 

Community Impacts 
Consideration or implementation of 

strategies that promote healthy 
communities 

5 

Source: CPCS, 2026.  

Project Selection 
Following project scoring, the NHFP Project Selection Committee reviewed project rankings, discussed project-
specific validation findings, and identified projects requiring additional follow-up before making funding 
recommendations. WSDOT supported the committee by conducting project validation reviews, confirming eligibility 
and financial readiness, documenting issues requiring committee discussion, and coordinating follow-up with 
applicants as needed.  

The committee applied the following rules during the funding recommendation process: 

1. Score all projects using a common framework and rank projects based on total score, while allowing 
additional considerations to be applied as funding recommendations moved down the ranked list 

2. Confirm project's financial readiness, including the ability to obligate funds within FFYs 2027–2032, secure 
required matching funds, and full funding reasonably anticipated to be available for project completion  

3. Limit freight rail and intermodal funding to no more than 30 percent of available NHFP funds in each federal 
fiscal year, consistent with federal program rules.  

4. Consider geographic balance at a high level across eastern and western Washington, while maintaining 
flexibility to fund the strongest eligible projects. 

5. Consider partial funding for projects with larger requests when needed to maximize the use of available 
NHFP funds. 

6. Avoid funding the same phase of a project twice where it had already received NHFP funding in a prior 
cycle. 

Projects with outstanding funding or eligibility concerns received additional scrutiny by the committee. WSDOT 
conducted multiple rounds of project validation and applicant follow-ups to support the committee’s decision-making 
process. As a result, the committee selected a final project portfolio that balanced scoring results with project 
readiness, ensuring that the recommended projects provide maximum freight system benefits and are ready to 
advance under NHFP program requirements. 

NHFP project list for FFY 2027-2032 
Further details on NHFP funded projects are provided on following pages. Figure 5 shows the specific amounts of 
NHFP funding estimated by federal fiscal year (FFY). This summary also includes the total amount of NHFP funding 
allocated (equivalent to funding available). 

Figure 6 shows the locations of the selected projects, Figure 7 presents the funding distribution for the selected 
projects by source and federal fiscal year, and Figure 8 shows other projects submitted for NHFP consideration but 
not selected for funding. 
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Figure 5: Summary of NHFP funding by federal fiscal year  

Funding  2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 2032 2027-2032 
Total 

Anticipated 
NHFP 
Funding 
amount 

$22 million $22 million $22 million $22 million $22 million $22 million $132 million 

NHFP Funding- 
local allocation $10,994,107 $11,000,000 $11,000,000 $11,000,000 $11,000,000 $11,000,000 $65,994,107 
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Figure 6: Selected local NHFP project locations 
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Figure 7: Local projects funded by the National Highway Freight Program, FFY 2027-2032 

No Project Name (Owner): Project Description Project 
Owner 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 2032 

2027-2032 
Total 
NHFP 

Total 
Project 

Cost 
1 Harbor Island Renaissance: Improve freight 

mobility and safety through roadway, rail 
crossing, ITS, stormwater, and truck parking 
upgrades, while enhancing pedestrian, ADA, 
and other non-motorized facilities on Harbor 
Island. 

City of 
Seattle 

$- $400,000 $3,300,000 $3,300,000 - - $7,000,000 $10,500,000 

2 Tacoma Tideflats-Port of Tacoma Strategic 
Emergency Response/ITS Improvements – 
Phase 1: Deploy an integrated ITS network 
across the Tacoma Tideflats/Port of Tacoma 
area, including intersection upgrades, fiber 
communications, smart traffic technologies, 
signal optimization, and emergency 
preparedness enhancements. 

City of 
Tacoma 

$38,000 $1,978,000 - - - - $2,016,000 $3,581,000 

3 Latah Bridge Rehabilitation: Rehabilitate 
the historic Latah Creek Bridge in Spokane 
with a wider deck, multimodal facilities, 
stormwater treatment, and lighting. 

City of 
Spokane 

$778,000 - - - - - $778,000 $5,300,000 

4 Barker Road & I-90 Interchange: Replace 
aging freight interchange infrastructure 
connecting I-90, SR 290, and adjacent 
industrial areas in Spokane County to 
improve freight mobility, safety, and reliability. 

City of 
Spokane 

Valley 

- - - - - $2,000,000 $2,000,000 $4,000,000 

5 East Valley Highway Widening: Widen the 
roadway corridor with stormwater, lighting, 
and ITS improvements and construct a 
separated shared-use trail. 

City of 
Auburn 

- $315,000 - - - - $315,000 $12,315,000 

6 Cook Road / I-5 Interchange Vicinity 
Improvements: Improve operations at the I-
5/Cook Road Interchange (Exit 232) in Skagit 
County through added capacity, signalized 
ramps, and upgraded railroad crossing safety 
features. 

Skagit 
County 

$768,000 $389,000 $3,808,000 $3,052,000 - - $8,017,000 $11,807,000 

7 Argonne Road & Upriver Drive Intersection 
Improvements: Reconstruct the Argonne 
Road/Upriver Drive intersection in Spokane 
County to improve operations, safety, and 
pedestrian connectivity. 

Spokane 
County 

- - - $3,178,000 - - $3,178,000 $4,126,000 

8 Monroe Street Bridge Preservation: 
Preserve the historic Monroe Street Bridge in 
Spokane through structural repairs, deck 

City of 
Spokane 

$1,063,000 - - - $3,188,000 - $4,251,000 $4,914,391 
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No Project Name (Owner): Project Description Project 
Owner 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 2032 

2027-2032 
Total 
NHFP 

Total 
Project 

Cost 
rehabilitation, pavement improvements, and 
minor intersection upgrades. 

9 Olson Pl SW and 1st Ave S 
Reconstruction: Reconstruct and repave a 
major freight arterial providing access 
between the Duwamish 
Manufacturing/Industrial Center and SR 509 
in Seattle, while adding a sidewalk/shared-
use trail and safety improvements. 

City of 
Seattle 

- - - $1,470,000 $4,530,000 - $6,000,000 $6,937,000 

10 Tacoma Avenue Overlay and Intersection: 
Improve freight access between the Sumner-
Pacific Manufacturing Industrial Center and 
the Port of Tacoma through roadway 
rehabilitation, intersection upgrades, a 
roundabout, and ADA improvements. 

City of 
Sumner 

$1,124,500 - - - $3,282,000 $1,908,000 $6,314,500 $7,891,000 

11 Cheyne Road Widening & Pedestrian 
Facilities: Reconstruct and widen Cheyne 
Road in Woodland between Carlsonia Road 
and the city limits to address geometric, 
structural, and safety deficiencies on a 
designated freight corridor. 

City of 
Zilah 

$518,507 - - - - $2,508,993 $3,027,500 $3,500,000 

12 Lewis Street/Heritage Blvd Intersection 
Improvements: Install a new traffic signal 
and ADA improvements at the E Lewis 
Street/Heritage Boulevard intersection in 
Pasco. 

City of 
Pasco 

$432,000 - $2,162,000 - - - $2,594,000 $3,000,000 

13 Inland Empire Way Northbound 
Connection: Construct a new arterial 
connection in Cheney linking Cheney-
Spokane Road to the local arterial network 
and providing an alternative route to US 195 
and I-90. 

City of 
Spokane 

$736,000 $19,000 - - - $4,583,007 $5,338,007 $11,493,707 

14 DIP Terminal 1 Improvements: Modernize 
port waterfront infrastructure through utility 
extensions, stormwater improvements, 
roadway paving, dock enhancements, bridge 
preservation, and electrical upgrades. 

Port of 
Klickitat 

$1,730,000 - - - - - $1,730,000 $2,300,000 

15 Edison Road Bridge Replacement: Replace 
a load-restricted bridge at E Edison Road and 
SR 241 in Sunnyside with a wider multimodal 
structure that supports planned intersection 
improvements and enhances mobility. 

City of 
Sunnyside 

$232,100 $1,605,300 - - - - $1,837,400 $2,124,200 
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No Project Name (Owner): Project Description Project 
Owner 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 2032 

2027-2032 
Total 
NHFP 

Total 
Project 

Cost 
16 175th Street Corridor Improvements 

Project – Phase 1: Implement seismic 
upgrades along N 175th Street and Meridian 
Avenue N in Shoreline to strengthen critical 
freight infrastructure and community lifelines. 

City of 
Shoreline 

 $6,293,700 - - - - $6,293,700 $34,788,000 

17 Berrydale Bridge #3086OX Corridor Safety 
Improvement Project: Replace the 
Berrydale Overcrossing Bridge in King County 
and associated culverts, construct 
roundabouts, and realign the roadway to 
improve freight mobility, safety, and 
resilience. 

King 
County 

- - $1,730,000 - - - $1,730,000 $32,547,000 

18 SR-104 ITS Adaptive System from 236th 
St. SW to 226th St. SW: Deploy an adaptive 
ITS signal system along SR-104, connecting 
five signalized intersections via fiber 
communications and establishing a Traffic 
Management Center at the Edmonds Public 
Works Building. 

City of 
Edmonds 

$3,574,000 - - - - - $3,574,000 $4,542,000 
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Figure 8: Freight projects submitted for NHFP consideration but not funded  

Project Name 
Project 
Sponsor / 
Owner 

Project Type Project Description Total NHFP 
Request 

Total Project 
Cost 

Columbia Center Blvd. 
Widening - Phase 2 

City of 
Kennewick 

Public 
Roadway 

Add a third northbound and southbound lane, intersection improvements, 
sidewalks, drainage, and lighting at Grandridge Blvd. intersection.   $5,622,500   $13,400,000  

Glade North Road All 
Weather Phase 2 Franklin County Public 

Roadway 
Reconstruct roadway using full-depth reclamation, stabilization, and an HMA 
overlay.  $2,930,000   $3,387,000  

N 4th Ave Pavement 
Preservation (I-182 to 
County Line) 

City of Pasco Public 
Roadway 

Overlay and restripe North 4th Avenue between I-182 and Glade Road 
 $1,514,000   $1,751,000  

Wine Country Road 
Phase 2 City of Prosser Public 

Roadway 
Resurface roadway travel lanes, including pavement markings and ADA curb 
ramps.  $1,014,000   $1,174,000  

Wine Country Road 
Phase 3 City of Prosser Public 

Roadway 
Resurface roadway travel lanes, including pavement markings and ADA curb 
ramps.  $516,000   $598,000  

Old Inland Empire 
Highway Improvements 
- Phase 2 

City of Prosser Public 
Roadway 

Reconstruct and widen roadway with sidewalks, drainage, lighting, and new 
pavement. 
 

 $2,090,000   $2,417,000  

South Wenatchee 
Avenue Pavement 
Preservation 

City of 
Wenatchee 

Public 
Roadway 

Rebuild roadway pavement and upgrade ADA curb ramps. 
  $5,990,453   $6,925,380  

Rose Way Freight 
Corridor Extension 
Phase 1 (aka 
Howard/Rose Way 
Industrial Bypass) 

Port of 
Woodland 

Public 
Roadway 

Extend Rose Way freight corridor and install supporting roadway and utility 
infrastructure. 
  $1,500,000   $9,515,200  

Harrison Avenue 
Railroad Crossing 
Improvements 

City of Centralia Freight 
Rail/Intermodal 

Upgrade railroad crossing, signals, roadway panels, and pedestrian connections. 
  $605,500   $700,000  

148th Avenue SE at SE 
224th Street 
Intersection 
Improvement 

King County Public 
Roadway 

Construct a single-lane roundabout to improve safety and freight mobility. 
  $2,414,215   $4,007,001  

S 360th Street at 
Military Road S 
Intersection 
Improvement 

King County Public 
Roadway 

Replace high-collision intersection with a roundabout, sidewalks, ADA upgrades, 
and stormwater improvements. 
.  $5,345,000   $10,201,000  

Canyon Rd. E. Pierce County Public 
Roadway 

Rehabilitate pavement, improve ADA facilities, and install new pavement 
markings. 
 

 $461,045   $533,000  

Ballard Bridge 
Electrical/Mechanical 
Rehabilitation 

City of Seattle Public 
Roadway 

Rehabilitate bridge mechanical and electrical systems to improve reliability and 
operations. 
 

 $5,477,613   $12,500,001  
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Argo Railyard Access City of Seattle Freight 
Rail/Intermodal 

Improve roadway, rail crossing, and track infrastructure to enhance freight 
access to Argo Railyard. 
 

 $1,750,000   $2,024,000  

SR-500/Everett Street   
Corridor – Phase 1 City of Camas Public 

Roadway 
Upgrade the corridor to urban arterial standards with multimodal and stormwater 
improvements.  $5,000,000   $24,627,500  

Meridian-Birchwood 
Transportation 
Improvements 

City of 
Bellingham 

Public 
Roadway 

Construct a roundabout and realign roadway to improve freight mobility and 
safety. 
 

 $2,000,000   $17,527,000  

Bolles Road 
Reconstruction 

City of 
Waitsburg 

Freight 
Rail/Intermodal 

Reconstruct Bolles Road and replace the railroad crossing.  $840,737   $1,051,950  

Fishhook Park Road, 
MP 0.00 to MP 1.40 

Walla Walla 
County Public 
Works 

Public 
Roadway 

Reconstruct roadway and add paved shoulders. 
  $500,000   $3,303,000  

18th Street Bridge 
Improvements City of Yakima Public 

Roadway 
Rehabilitate and improve the 18th Street Bridge corridor. 
  $6,517,765   $7,535,000  
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Corridor Designation  
About the NHFN 
Established under the FAST Act, the NHFN is intended to direct federal resources and policies toward improved 
performance of the highway freight system. 

The NHFN includes several interconnected components that together form the backbone of the nation’s highway 
freight system:  

• Primary Highway Freight System (PHFS). A network of key Interstate and non‑Interstate highways carrying 
the highest volumes of freight and connecting major economic centers, ports, and border crossings. 

• Other Interstate portions (non‑PHFS). Additional Interstate routes not included in the PHFS but still critical for 
continuity and long‑distance freight movement. 

• Critical Urban Freight Corridors (CUFCs). Public roads in urbanized areas that provide access and 
connections between the PHFS/Interstate and major freight generators such as ports, terminals, distribution 
centers, and industrial districts. 

• Critical Rural Freight Corridors (CRFCs). Public roads outside urbanized areas that provide access and 
connections between the PHFS/Interstate and ports, resource‑based industries, and other intermodal freight 
facilities. 

For Washington, the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) allocated 150 miles for CUFC designation and 
300 miles for CRFC designation.2 The Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC) is responsible for designating CUFC 
mileage in its urbanized area, and WSDOT is responsible for designating CUFC mileage for non-PSRC areas and 
CRFC mileage across the state.  

Designation of CRFCs and CUFCs expands Washington’s National Highway Freight Network, allowing use of 
National Highway Freight Program (NHFP) formula funds and INFRA grant programs for eligible freight projects.  

Washington’s CUFC/CRFC Designations to Date and Update Approach 
In 2022, WSDOT designated CUFC and CRFC corridors using a two‑step, project‑based approach that tied corridor 
designations directly to federal funding eligibility: 

• Allocate CUFC/CRFC miles needed to make local freight projects submitted for FFY 2022–2025 NHFP funding 
consideration eligible for the program. 

• Distribute the remaining mileage balance by seeking proposed corridors from MPOs and RTPOs across the 
state, ensuring that designated mileage was available in multiple regions. 

Through this process, Washington utilized its full 150‑mile CUFC mileage allowance, while approximately 124 miles 
of CRFC designation remained available. 

For the 2026 update, WSDOT is again applying a project‑based approach tied to federal funding eligibility and 
project readiness, consistent with FHWA guidance and national practice. This approach updates existing 
designations to accommodate new freight projects pursuing federal funding (including NHFP and competitive freight 
programs such as INFRA – the Nationally Significant Multimodal Freight & Highway Projects program), while 
keeping corridor mileage within federal limits. 

Specifically: 

• New CUFC and CRFC segments will be designated for projects selected to receive FFY 2027–2032 NHFP 
funding that are not currently located on the NHFN. 

 
2 USDOT, 23 USC 167: National highway freight program, 2026. 

https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=%28title%3A23+section%3A167+edition%3Aprelim  

https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=%28title%3A23+section%3A167+edition%3Aprelim


A p p e n d i x  I  |  F r e i g h t  I n v e s t m e n t  P l a n  
 

I-15 

 

• Because Washington’s CUFC mileage cap has been fully used, any new CUFC designation must be achieved 
by de‑designating existing CUFC segments and reassigning mileage to corridors linked to current funding 
needs. 

• Remaining CRFC mileage will first be prioritized for rural segments associated with selected NHFP projects and 
then distributed among MPOs and RTPOs for additional corridor designations that can support projects 
expected to pursue federal freight funding opportunities over the next four years. 

This process helps position projects to compete for federal freight funding and broadens the potential for freight 
investment opportunities statewide.  

WSDOT’s 2026 CUFC/CRFC Update Criteria and Location Guidelines 
 To identify potential additions to the Critical Urban Freight Corridor (CUFC) and Critical Rural Freight Corridor 
(CRFC) networks, WSDOT asked MPOs and RTPOs to consider several key criteria when proposing new 
segments. Proposed new segments were encouraged to: 

• Support projects anticipated to seek federal freight funding (e.g., NHFP, INFRA, or similar programs) within 
the next four years. 

• Be located on public roadways. 

• Demonstrate a clear connection to freight movement through at least one of the following: 

• Inclusion in Washington’s Freight and Goods Transportation System (FGTS). 

• Direct connection to major freight facilities (such as ports, rail terminals, distribution centers, or 
industrial clusters). 

• Demonstrated importance to regional or statewide freight movement, supported by verifiable data (e.g., 
volumes, truck shares). 

To stay within the statewide mileage cap, WSDOT also asked MPOs and RTPOs to review existing CUFC and 
CRFC segments and identify segments for de-designation. Segments meeting the following criteria are encouraged 
for de-designation: 

• Associated project is either complete, or no longer advancing or seeking funding 

CUFC and CRFC must meet the following location requirements: 

• CUFCs must be public roadways located within the boundaries of Highway Urbanized Areas (HUAs). 

• CRFCs must be public roadways located outside the boundaries of any HUA. 
 

 

Designated Corridors (In Progress Until September 2026) 
WSDOT is currently soliciting CUFC and CRFC changes from MPOs and RTPOs. An informational webinar was 
held on June 16, 2026 that provided an overview of the designation process, proposed corridor updates, eligibility 
considerations, and timelines. Updates are requested by August 10, 2026. WSDOT will validate proposed 
changes to ensure adherence to criteria and the statewide mileage cap. Once complete, this section will include 
a list of CUFCs and CRFCs and a map of their locations for submission to FHWA for final certification.  
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