
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

STATE OWNED GA AIRPORTS 
MINIMUM STANDARDS 

Issued: July 1, 2026 
Prepared by State Airport Manager, WSDOT Aviation Division 
For questions, contact aviation@wsdot.wa.gov or (360) 709-8015 

The Washington State Department of Transportation 
(WSDOT) Aviation Division has established this policy to 
implement and administer Airport Minimum Standards at 
State-owned, public-use airports in accordance with Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) policy. These Minimum 
Standards are intended to ensure safe, fair, and non-
discriminatory access to airport facilities, promote orderly 
airport development and operations, and support WSDOT’s 
responsibilities as the airport sponsor under applicable federal 
and state requirements. 
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WSDOT AVIATION MINIMUM STANDARDS 
For State-Owned General Use Airports 
 

Introduction 

These Minimum Standards establish the baseline requirements and expectations for all 
aeronautical activities conducted at Washington State–owned, public-use General Aviation (GA) 
airports. They are designed to ensure safe, efficient, and environmentally responsible operations; 
compliance with federal and state regulations; protection of airport infrastructure; and equitable 
access for all airport users, including commercial and noncommercial operators, based aircraft 
owners, and specialized aviation service providers. 

1. Purpose and Authority 
1.1 Purpose 

The purpose of these Minimum Standards is to provide a consistent framework for 
conducting aeronautical activities at State-owned GA airports. They define the minimum 
qualifications, operational requirements, facility standards, and safety, environmental, 
and financial obligations for all airport operators. By setting clear expectations, WSDOT 
Aviation aims to support operational efficiency, reduce risk, maintain compliance with 
FAA Grant Assurances, and foster sustainable, long-term growth of aviation in the state. 
 
Objectives: 
The objectives of these Minimum Standards are to: 

• Promote safe, efficient, and orderly airport operations through consistent 
operational standards and proactive risk mitigation. 

• Ensure fair and reasonable access for all aeronautical operators in compliance 
with FAA Grant Assurance and WSDOT Grant Assurance. 

• Protect airport assets and minimize liability exposure through enforceable 
requirements covering facilities, leases, operations, and environmental 
compliance. 

• Maintain alignment with federal obligations: While not mandatory for every 
airport listed in this document, WSDOT Aviation State-owned airports will 
uphold standards consistent with FAA Grant Assurances & WSDOT Grant 
Assurance to ensure compliance and responsible stewardship of public-use state 
airports. 

 
 

 



WSDOT Aviation — Vision, Mission, and Core Values 

Vision 

Washington travelers enjoy a safe, sustainable, and integrated multimodal transportation 
system.   

This vision guides WSDOT Aviation’s role within the broader state transportation 
network: ensuring that aviation from remote back-country airstrips to public-use airports 
contributes to a cohesive system linking air, land, and sea, while advancing 
environmental sustainability, community access, and long-term resilience. 

Mission 

WSDOT Aviation’s mission is to lead Washington’s aviation system toward 
sustainability, economic vitality, operational efficiency, and community resilience, by: 

• Defining and implementing sustainable airport infrastructure and practices 
statewide.  

• Supporting airports of all sizes — from small rural strips to larger public-use 
facilities to meet evolving aviation needs;   

• Enhancing economic benefits of aviation across the state by facilitating safe, 
reliable air access for communities, business, and emergency services.  

• Promoting operational efficiency, safety, and effective stewardship of public 
resources.  

• Fostering positive relationships with local communities, stakeholders, and airport 
users to ensure that aviation contributes to broader social, economic, and 
environmental well-being.  
 

Core Values 

WSDOT (and by extension WSDOT Aviation) upholds the following core values in all 
its aviation-related work:   

• Safety — prioritizing safe operations for travelers, pilots, communities, and the 
environment. 

• Engagement — collaborating with communities, stakeholders, and users to guide 
airport planning and operations. 

• Innovation — embracing new technologies, sustainable practices, and forward-
looking solutions (e.g., electric aircraft, clean energy, advanced air mobility).   

• Integrity — ensuring transparent, fair, and responsible stewardship of public 
aviation resources. 

• Leadership — guiding the aviation sector within the state toward a resilient, 
efficient, and sustainable future. 



• Sustainability — proactively working to reduce environmental impacts, manage 
resources responsibly, and support climate-resilient infrastructure. 
 

1.2 Authority 

Adopted under WSDOT Aviation’s authority RCW 47.68. 

• Own and operate a network of airports across the state (state-owned airports), 
including acquisition of land or easements needed for safety or expansion. 

• Lease airport property or facilities to private operators or commercial service 
providers but only under fair and non-exclusive terms. 

• Enforce statewide aeronautics law: safety standards, operational rules, aircraft 
registration, and licensing. 

• Provide grants or technical assistance to municipalities, tribes, or other airport 
sponsors for airport development, maintenance, and improvement. 

• Establish statewide policies/standards (e.g., minimum standards, environmental, 
operations) for state-owned airports or for granting use at those airports. 

1.3 Applicability 

These Minimum Standards encourage the safe and responsible use of Washington’s state-
owned General Use airports by all eligible users, including individuals, businesses, and 
organizations. By providing clear guidance for commercial operators, private pilots, and 
government or emergency services, WSDOT ensures that these airports remain 
accessible, well-maintained, and capable of supporting a wide range of aviation activities. 
Responsible participation in state-owned airports helps sustain vital infrastructure, 
promotes economic and community benefits, and strengthens the statewide aviation 
system. 

2. State-Owned Airports Covered by These Standards 
Central Washington: 
- Lake Wenatchee State Airport (27W) (WSDOT OWNED) 
- Tieton State Airport (4S6) (WSDOT OWNED) 
- Easton State Airport (ESW) (WSDOT OWNED) 
- Ranger Creek State Airport (21W) (NPS OWNED) 
- Stehekin State Airport (6S9) (NPS OWNED) 
 
Western Washington / Cascades: 
- Bandera State Airport (4W0) (WSDOT OWNED) 
- Skykomish State Airport (S88) (WSDOT OWNED) 
- Copalis State Airport (S16) (WS PARK OWNED) 
- Woodland State Airport (W27) (WSDOT OWNED) 



 
Eastern Washington: 
- Little Goose State Airport (16W) (BLM OWNED) 
- Lower Granite State Airport (00W) (BLM OWNED) 
- Lower Monumental State Airport (W09) (BLM OWNED) 
- Rogersburg State Airport (D69) (BLM OWNED) 
 - Sullivan Lake State Airport (09S) (USFS OWNED) 

3. Definitions 
Aviation Definitions 

Aeronautical Activity – Any activity or service that involves, makes possible, facilitates, 
assists in, or is required for the operation of aircraft, or contributes to or is required for 
aviation safety. Aeronautical activities include, but are not limited to, general aviation 
operations, air taxi and charter services, pilot training, aircraft rental, sightseeing, aerial 
photography, aerial application, aerial surveying, aircraft sales and service, fueling, 
aircraft maintenance, aircraft parts sales, aircraft storage, skydiving, and other directly 
related aviation services. 

Access – The authorized right or permission granted by the airport sponsor (WSDOT 
Aviation) to an individual, entity, or operator to enter, use, or operate on airport property. 

Aircraft – Any contrivance, now known or hereafter invented, used or designed for flight 
in the air. Ultralights (14 CFR Part 103) and paragliders are excluded. 

Aircraft Operator – Any person or entity operating an aircraft at the airport, whether for 
hire or private use. 

Air Charter Operator – A person or entity providing on-demand, non-scheduled 
passenger service operating under 14 CFR Part 135 with aircraft of 30 seats or fewer. 

Aircraft Line Maintenance – Limited aircraft maintenance performed to return an 
aircraft to service within a short period, including replenishing lubricants, fluids, 
servicing tires and struts, removing/replacing basic avionics, and similar tasks. 

Aircraft Maintenance – Any repair, inspection, alteration, adjustment, overhaul, or 
maintenance of aircraft, including major and minor repairs as defined in 14 CFR Part 43. 

Air Operations Area (AOA) – The portion of airport property used or intended to be 
used for aircraft movement or operations, including runways, taxiways, aprons, and 
associated safety areas. 

Airport Layout Plan (ALP) – A drawing depicting the physical layout of the airport as 
approved by the FAA. 



Airport Sponsor – WSDOT Aviation Division, owner and operator of 14 State-Owned 
Airport, which is listed in Section 2 of this Minimum Standards Document. 

Apron – A paved area designated for aircraft parking, loading, unloading, and staging. 

Assigned Area – A defined area of airport property allocated to an operator under a 
lease, permit, or agreement. 

Association – For these standards, an individual or group holding a proportionate share 
of a noncommercial hangar. 

Attorney General (AG)– The chief legal officer of the State of Washington, responsible 
for representing and advising state agencies, including WSDOT Aviation, on legal 
matters, enforcement actions, and compliance with state and federal law. 

Avionics and Instrument Maintenance Operator – A person or entity authorized to 
repair, maintain, or overhaul aircraft radios and instruments. 

Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) – The federal regulations published in the Federal 
Register. 

Commercial Aeronautical Activity – Any aeronautical activity conducted for 
compensation, hire, revenue, or the intent to secure earnings or profit. 

Commercial Hangar Operator – An entity engaged in leasing or subleasing 
conventional, T-hangar, or bulk hangar space for aircraft storage. 

Commercial Operator - any person or business that provides aviation services for 
pay/hire at a public-use airport. This includes activities such as flight instruction, aircraft 
rental, air charter, maintenance, fueling, or specialized services like aerial surveying or 
photography. Commercial Operators must follow all federal and state regulations and 
operate according to WSDOT Aviation Minimum Standards. 

Commercial Skydiving – An operator providing skydiving services, instruction, and 
associated equipment rentals or sales. 

Exclusive Right – A right granted to one party to provide a service at an airport to the 
exclusion of others; prohibited under FAA Grant Assurance 23. 

Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) – The United States Federal Aviation 
Administration. 

Federal Aviation Regulations (FARs) – Regulations in Title 14 CFR governing civil 
aviation. 



Fixed Base Operator (FBO) – A commercial operator providing multiple aeronautical 
services such as fueling, maintenance, and flight instruction in accordance with minimum 
standards. 

Flight Training Operator – A person or entity providing dual and/or solo flight 
instruction using fixed-wing or rotary-wing aircraft. 

Flying Club – A nonprofit organization established to promote aviation, aeronautical 
skills, or training. 

Fuel – Aviation gasoline (Avgas), turbine fuel (Jet A), or petroleum products normally 
used by general aviation aircraft. 

Fuel Provider – A person or entity authorized by the Airport Sponsor to store, handle, or 
sell aviation fuel in compliance with NFPA and FAA standards. 

Fueling Operations – The storage, handling, quality control, and dispensing of fuel into 
aircraft, tanks, or refueling vehicles. 

Fueling Privileges – The privilege granted to an FBO or the Airport Sponsor to engage 
in fueling operations; does not limit lawful self-fueling. 

General Aviation – All civil aviation operations except military and air carrier 
operations under 14 CFR Parts 121 and 129. 

Glider Club – A nonprofit organization that promotes glider aviation, pilot training, and 
safe soaring operations. 

Grant Assurance – A contractual obligation tied to the acceptance of federal or state 
aviation grant funds that requires an airport sponsor to operate and maintain the airport 
safely, fairly, and in compliance with applicable laws and funding conditions. 

Hangar – An enclosed structure used for the storage of aircraft and related aeronautical 
items. 

Improvements – All buildings, structures, pavement, utilities, and other facilities 
constructed or installed on an assigned area. 

Independent Contractor – A person or entity performing work for another while 
maintaining control over the means and methods used. 

Lease/License/Use Agreement - A written agreement granting a person or business the 
right to occupy or use airport property or facilities for aeronautical purposes under 
WSDOT approved terms. 



Minimum Standards – The qualifications and requirements established by the Airport 
Sponsor for conducting commercial and noncommercial aeronautical activities. 

Noncommercial Aeronautical Activity – Private, personal, or recreational aviation use 
not conducted for hire. 

Non-Commercial Operator – A person or entity operating aircraft for personal, 
business, or recreational purposes without offering commercial aeronautical services. 

Normal Business Hours – 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM Pacific Time, Monday through Friday, 
unless otherwise specified. 

Operator – A person or entity authorized by written agreement to conduct aeronautical 
activities at the airport. 

Permit – Written authorization issued by the Airport Sponsor to conduct specified 
temporary or limited aeronautical activities. 

Person – Any individual, firm, partnership, corporation, company, association, or 
governmental entity. 

Primitive or Seasonal Runway - is a landing surface that is unimproved or minimally 
maintained, such as turf, gravel, or dirt, and may be open only during certain times of the 
year due to weather, environmental, or operational conditions. Pilots land at your own 
risk. 

Proprietary Exclusive Right – A right that may be exercised exclusively by the Airport 
Sponsor to provide aeronautical services. 

Refueling Vehicle – Any vehicle used for transporting, handling, or dispensing fuel, oil, 
or lubricants. 

Restricted Area – Airport areas not open to the public, including AOA, tenant 
operational areas, and airfield access points. 

RCW (Revised Code of Washington) – The codified collection of all permanent laws 
currently in force in the State of Washington, enacted by the Washington State 
Legislature, including statutes governing aeronautics, transportation, public safety, and 
other matters applicable to the operation and regulation of state-owned airports. 

Self-Fueler / Self-Fueling – The fueling of an aircraft by its owner or operator with their 
own employees, equipment, and fuel supply, subject to a self-fueling permit. 

Self-Service – Aircraft maintenance or fueling performed by an aircraft owner or 
operator using their own equipment and supplies. 



Specialized Aviation Service Operator (SASO) – A commercial operator providing one 
or more specialized aeronautical services (e.g., avionics repair, aircraft rental, skydiving, 
flight instruction, charter, aerial application, etc.). 

Through-the-Fence (TTF) – Direct access between airport property and adjacent private 
property without crossing public land. 

Tie-Down – A designated area for parking and securing aircraft. 

Vehicle – Any self-propelled device used to transport people or property on land, 
excluding aircraft and railroad equipment. 

Vehicle Parking Area – An airport-designated area for vehicle parking. 

WAC (Washington Administrative Code) – The compilation of rules and regulations 
adopted by Washington State agencies, including the Washington State Department of 
Transportation, to implement and interpret state laws (RCWs). WACs establish 
operational, safety, and administrative requirements applicable to state-owned airports 
and aviation activities. 

WSDOT Aviation Director – The senior official appointed by the Washington State 
Department of Transportation responsible for administering, managing, and overseeing 
the statewide aviation program, including the operation, maintenance, planning, and 
regulatory compliance of state-owned airports. The Director serves as the Airport 
Sponsor’s authorized representative, with delegated authority from the WSDOT 
Secretary of Transportation to implement policies, enforce regulations, and execute 
agreements related to aviation facilities and activities. 

WSDOT Secretary of Transportation – The chief executive officer of the Washington 
State Department of Transportation (WSDOT), appointed by the Governor and 
responsible for overseeing statewide transportation policy, administration, planning, and 
operations, including the authority to delegate responsibilities to divisions such as 
WSDOT Aviation. 

WSDOT State Airport Manager – The individual designated by the Washington State 
Department of Transportation, Aviation Division, to manage the day-to-day operations, 
maintenance, safety oversight, and regulatory compliance of one or more state-owned 
airports. The State Airport Manager acts under the direction of the WSDOT Aviation 
Director and serves as the primary on-site representative of the State-Owned Airports 
Sponsor, with authority to enforce airport rules, coordinate aeronautical activities, 
manage leases and tenant relations, and ensure adherence to federal, state, and local 
aviation requirements.  



4. General Requirements for All Aeronautical Operators 
All persons or entities conducting aeronautical activities at State-owned Airports, 
whether commercial or noncommercial, shall comply with the following general 
requirements as a condition of access to airport facilities and operations.  

4.1 Written Authorization Required 

No aeronautical activity may be conducted on Airport property without a valid 
written agreement executed with the Washington State Department of 
Transportation (WSDOT) Aviation Division. Such authorization may take the 
form of a lease, operating agreement, permit, or other written instrument approved 
by the Airport Sponsor and Attorneys General (AG) Office 

Agreements shall define the scope of permitted activities, assigned areas, terms, 
insurance requirements, and compliance obligations. Conducting aeronautical 
activities without a written agreement constitutes a violation of Airport policy and 
applicable FAA Grant Assurances. 

4.2 Compliance with Federal, State, and Local Law 

All Aeronautical Operators shall comply with all applicable laws, regulations, and 
standards, including but not limited to: 
• Federal Aviation Regulations (14 CFR Parts 1–199) 
• FAA Grant Assurances and FAA Order 5190.6B Airport Compliance Manual 
• FAA Advisory Circulars applicable to airport operations and safety 
• Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 47.68 
• Washington Administrative Code (WAC) 468-250 
• Washington State Fire Code (WAC 51-54A) and applicable NFPA standards 
• Environmental laws and regulations, including WAC 173 series 
Failure to maintain compliance may result in enforcement action, suspension, or 
revocation of operating privileges. 

4.3 Insurance Requirements 

All Aeronautical Operators shall maintain insurance coverage appropriate to the 
nature and scope of their operations, as determined by WSDOT Aviation. 
Insurance requirements shall include, at a minimum: 
• General liability coverage 
• Aircraft liability coverage, if applicable 
• Automobile liability coverage, when vehicles are operated on the airside 
• Workers’ compensation coverage required by Washington State law 



Insurance policies shall name the State of Washington and WSDOT as additional 
insured where applicable. Proof of insurance must be provided prior to 
commencing operations and maintained throughout the term of the agreement. 

4.4 Business Qualifications and Financial Responsibility 

Commercial Aeronautical Operators shall demonstrate proper business 
qualifications, including: 
• Valid FAA certifications or approvals applicable to the activity (e.g., Part 61, 

91, 135, or 145, as applicable) 
• Applicable state and local business licenses 
• Demonstrated financial responsibility sufficient to support safe and 

continuous operations 
The Airport Sponsor may require additional documentation to verify 
qualifications and financial capability. 

4.5 Operational Safety and Hazard Mitigation 

All Aeronautical Operators shall conduct operations in a safe and prudent manner 
and shall: 
• Comply with all Airport Rules and Regulations 
• Implement safety identification and mitigation practices appropriate to their 

activities 
• Immediately report unsafe conditions, accidents, incidents, fuel spills, or 

environmental releases to the Airport Manager 
• Cooperate fully with airport safety inspections and corrective actions 
Unsafe or hazardous operations may result in immediate suspension of airport 
access. 

4.6 Environmental Compliance 

All Aeronautical Operators shall comply with all applicable environmental laws 
and best management practices, including but not limited to: 
• Hazardous materials handling and disposal (WAC 173-303) 
• Spill prevention, control, and countermeasure requirements (40 CFR Part 112) 
• Stormwater, fueling, and waste management regulations 
Operators are responsible for any environmental damage or contamination caused 
by their activities and may be required to remediate such impacts at their expense. 

4.7 Secure and Authorized Access 

Access to airside, restricted, or operational areas of the Airport is limited to 
authorized personnel, vehicles, and equipment only. 



All Aeronautical Operators shall: 
• Comply with airport access control procedures 
• Ensure that employees, agents, and contractors are properly trained and 

authorized 
• Prevent unauthorized access through leased or assigned areas 
• Comply with TSA, FAA, and WSDOT security requirements 
Failure to maintain secure access may result in enforcement action or revocation 
of access privileges. 

5. Facilities and Leasehold Requirements 
 5.1 Applicability and Airport Context 

These Facilities and Leasehold Requirements apply to all State-Owned Airports 
under the authority of the Washington State Department of Transportation 
(WSDOT) Aviation Division. State-Owned Airports vary significantly in size, 
function, and level of development, ranging from primitive and unpaved general 
aviation facilities to more developed public-use airports. 
Facility development standards shall be scaled appropriately to the role, 
operational characteristics, safety needs, environmental context, and long-term 
planning objectives of each airport. 
 
All facilities and leaseholds must support safe aeronautical use, preserve airport 
capacity, and remain consistent with: 
• FAA Grant Assurances 
• FAA Order 5190.6B (Airport Compliance Manual) 
• FAA Advisory Circular 150/5190-7 
• RCW 47.68 
• WAC 468-250 

 
5.2 Authorization for Facilities and Improvements 
No construction, installation, placement, or modification of any building, 
structure, or improvement may occur on State-Owned Airport property without 
prior written approval from WSDOT Aviation. 
 
Approval is required for, but is not limited to: 
• Hangars (private, noncommercial, or commercial) 
• Maintenance or aircraft storage structures 
• Fuel storage and dispensing facilities 
• Utility connections, fencing, grading, or surfacing 
• Temporary or mobile structures associated with aeronautical activities 

 



All approved facilities and improvements must be consistent with: 
• The FAA-approved Airport Layout Plan (ALP), where applicable 
• Airport-specific planning documents 
• Operational safety requirements and airspace protection standards 

 
5.3 Hangar Facilities 
1. Authorization and Location 

o Hangar facilities are permitted only at State-Owned Airports and in 
locations specifically approved by WSDOT Aviation. 

o Approval of hangar development is required to ensure: 
 Safe aircraft movement and circulation 
 Compatibility with runway and taxiway surfaces, including 

unpaved environments 
 Protection of runway safety areas, object free areas, and 

airspace surfaces 
 Alignment with long-term airport planning and development 

goals 
2. Construction Standards 

o New hangar construction requires written authorization from WSDOT 
Aviation and may require FAA airspace review (Form 7460-1). 

o Require approved permitting from local, county, and state authorities 
o Construction standards shall be appropriate to the airport’s 

classification and infrastructure and may be limited by: 
 Environmental constraints 
 Utility availability 
 Fire and life safety requirements under Washington State Fire 

Code and applicable NFPA standards 
o Hangars may not include residential use or non-aeronautical storage 

unless specifically authorized and FAA-compliant. 
5.4 Leasehold Areas and Use Limitations 
 
1. Defined Leasehold Areas 

o Leasehold areas shall be clearly defined in written lease or operating 
agreements. 

o Lessees may not expand, encroach upon, or modify leasehold areas 
without prior written approval from WSDOT Aviation. 

o Leasehold area shall consist of hangar dimensions plus a 5’ (Five 
Foot) set back around the entire physical structure. 

2. Non-Aeronautical Use Prohibited 



o Airport land and facilities shall be used exclusively for approved 
aeronautical purposes unless: 

 WSDOT Aviation provides written authorization; and 
 The use complies with FAA Grant Assurances and FAA Order 

5190.6B. 
o Unauthorized non-aeronautical use constitutes a violation and may 

result in enforcement action, lease termination, or referral to the FAA. 
 
 
 

5.5 Temporary and Mobile Structures 
Temporary or mobile structures may be approved on a limited basis when they: 

• Support authorized aeronautical activities 
• Do not interfere with aircraft operations or safety areas 
• Are consistent with airport planning and environmental requirements 

Temporary structures shall be removed upon expiration of the agreement or upon 
written request by WSDOT Aviation. 

 
5.6 Maintenance and Condition of Facilities 
All operators and lessees are responsible for maintaining facilities and 
improvements in safe, serviceable, and orderly conditions, including: 

• Structural integrity 
• Fire safety compliance 
• Environmental protection measures 
• Visual and operational compatibility with the airport environment 

Failure to maintain facilities may result in corrective action, repair at the lessee’s 
expense, or termination of the agreement. 

 
5.7 Removal of Improvements 
Upon expiration or termination of a lease or permit, WSDOT Aviation may, at its 
discretion: 

• Require removal of all improvements and restoration of the site; or 
• Retain improvements without compensation, if allowed under the 

agreement and applicable law 
Failure to remove improvements as required may result in removal by WSDOT 
Aviation at the lessee’s expense. 

 
5.8 Compliance and Oversight 
All facilities, leaseholds, and improvements must comply with: 

• FAA Grant Assurances (including Assurances 5, 19, 22, and 23) 



• FAA advisory circulars and compliance guidance 
• RCW 47.68 and WAC 468-250 
• Washington State Fire Code and applicable NFPA standards 
• Environmental regulations applicable to airport development and 

operations 
• Local, County, and State building permitting process  

 

6. Minimum Standards for Aeronautical Activity 

This section establishes activity-specific minimum standards applicable to aeronautical 
operators at State-Owned, General Use Airports. These standards are intended to ensure 
safe operations, protect public investment, promote fair and reasonable access, and 
maintain compliance with applicable federal and state laws. 
 
All aeronautical activities must be conducted in a manner consistent with: 

• FAA Grant Assurances 
• FAA Order 5190.6B (Airport Compliance Manual) 
• FAA Advisory Circular 150/5190-7 
• RCW 47.68 and WAC 468-250 
• Washington State Fire Code and applicable NFPA standards 
• Environmental regulations applicable to airport operations 

Standards are scaled appropriately to the operational role, infrastructure, and 
environmental context of General Use airports. 
 
1. Aircraft Maintenance and Repair (A&P) 

1. Authorization 

o Aircraft maintenance and repair for compensation or hire requires a 
written lease or commercial operating agreement with WSDOT Aviation. 

o Noncommercial maintenance by aircraft owners on their own aircraft is 
addressed under Section 7 (Noncommercial Aeronautical Activities). 

2. Certification and Qualifications 

o Maintenance must be performed by FAA-certificated mechanics or repair 
stations as required under 14 CFR Part 65 or Part 145. 

o Operators must maintain current certifications and make them available 
upon request. 

3. Facilities and Safety 



o Maintenance activities must be conducted in approved areas or hangars 
authorized by WSDOT Aviation. 

o Facilities must meet applicable fire and life safety requirements and be 
appropriate for unpaved or limited-infrastructure airports. 

o Outdoor maintenance may be restricted to minor servicing unless 
otherwise approved. 

4. Environmental Controls 

o Proper handling, storage, and disposal of oils, fuels, solvents, and 
hazardous materials is required. 

o Spill prevention and response procedures must be in place consistent with 
state and federal regulations. 

2. Flight Instruction and Training 

1. Authorization 

o Flight instructions for compensation or hire requires a written agreement 
with WSDOT Aviation. 

o Instruction must not interfere with airport capacity, safety, or other 
authorized aeronautical uses. 

2. Certification 

o Instructors must be properly certificated under 14 CFR Part 61. 
o Training aircraft must be air-worthy and maintained in accordance with 14 

CFR Part 91. 
3. Operational Safety 

o Training activities must be compatible with runway length, surface type, 
and airport operational limitations. 

o Traffic pattern use, practice areas, and ground operations must follow 
published procedures and airport rules. 

4. Environmental and Community Considerations 

o Operators must minimize noise, dust, and other impacts, particularly at 
rural or environmentally sensitive airports. 

3. Charter and Air Taxi Operations 

1. Authorization 

o Charter and air taxi services require a written commercial operating 
agreement with WSDOT Aviation. 



2. Certification 

o Operators must hold appropriate FAA certification under 14 CFR Part 135 
or other applicable regulations. 

o Proof of certification must be maintained and provided upon request. 
3. Operational Compatibility 

o Aircraft type, weight, and performance must be compatible with runway 
length, surface condition, and airport infrastructure. 

o Operations must not compromise safety or restrict access to other users. 
 

4. Safety and Security 

o Passenger handling, fueling coordination, and ramp operations must 
follow approved safety procedures. 

4. Fueling and Self-Fueling Operations 

1. Authorization 

o Fueling operations, including self-fueling, require written authorization 
from WSDOT Aviation. 

o Unauthorized fueling operations are prohibited. 
 

2. Standards and Compliance 

o Fueling activities must comply with: 
 Washington State Fire Code 
 NFPA 407, NFPA 30, and related standards 
 Environmental Protection Requirements 

 
3. Self-Fueling 

o Self-fueling is limited to aircraft owners fueling their own aircraft and 
may not involve resale. 

o Storage tanks and dispensing equipment must be approved and inspected. 
 

4. Environmental Controls 

o Spill containment, overfill protection, and emergency response procedures 
are required. 

o Operators are responsible for environmental remediation resulting from 
their activities. 

 



5. Specialized Aviation Service Operators (SASOs) 

1. Scope of Activities 

o SASOs may include glider operations, aerial photography, surveying, 
agricultural support, firefighting support, emergency response staging, and 
other specialized aeronautical services. 

2. Authorization 

o SASO activities require written authorization or agreement with WSDOT 
Aviation. 

o Temporary or seasonal operations may be approved on a limited basis. 
 

3. Operational Safety 

o Activities must be coordinated with the Airport Manager and compatible 
with airport facilities and airspace. 

o Special operating procedures may be required due to unpaved runways or 
limited infrastructure. 
 

4. Environmental and Community Protection 

o SASOs must comply with environmental, noise, and land use restrictions 
applicable to state-owned airports. 

 

6. Based-Aircraft (Commercial and Noncommercial) 

1. Authorization 

o Based aircraft must be associated with an approved lease, permit, or tie-
down agreement. 

2. Airworthiness 

o Aircraft must be maintained in an airworthy condition and comply with 
FAA regulations. 

o Inoperable or abandoned aircraft are prohibited. 
 

3. Use of Facilities 

o Hangars and tie-downs are for aeronautical use only unless otherwise 
approved. 



o Storage of hazardous materials or non-aeronautical items is restricted. 
 

4. Safety and Environmental Responsibility 

o Owners are responsible for preventing fuel, oil, or chemical releases. 
o Aircraft washing, maintenance, or storage must follow approved 

environmental practices. 
 

7. Compliance and Enforcement 

Failure to comply with activity-specific minimum standards may result in: 

• Written notice of noncompliance 
• Required corrective action 
• Suspension or termination of operating privileges 
• Lease or permit termination 
• Referral to the FAA under 14 CFR Part 16 

7. Airport Operations and Safety 
7.1 Purpose 
This section establishes minimum operational and safety standards applicable to all users 
of State-Owned Airports. These standards ensure safe, efficient, and environmentally 
responsible operations, protect airport assets, and promote compliance with federal, state, 
and local regulations. 
7.2 Unpaved / Backcountry Runway Procedures 

1. Runway Usage 
o Aircraft operations on unpaved or backcountry runways must follow 

approved procedures issued by WSDOT Aviation. 
o Pilots must inspect runways prior to landing or takeoff for surface hazards, 

foreign object debris, or unusual conditions. 
o Operations that could damage runway surfaces or adjacent areas are 

prohibited. 
2. Operational Limitations 

o Weight, aircraft type, and performance limitations may be imposed to 
protect unpaved surfaces. 

o Temporary or seasonal runway closures may occur to allow for 
maintenance, grading, or environmental restoration. 

3. Safety Notices 
o Notices to Airmen (NOTAMs) will be issued for known hazards or 

closures. 
o Pilots must comply with all active NOTAMs, signage, and markings. 



 
7.3 Wildlife, Flood, Snow, and Fire-Condition Closures 

1. Wildlife Hazards 
o Wildlife management measures may include fencing, habitat modification, 

or seasonal restrictions to mitigate bird strikes, deer, or other animal 
intrusions. 

o Pilots and operators must report wildlife sightings or hazards to the 
Airport Manager. 

2. Flooding and Environmental Conditions 
o Runway and taxiway closures may be implemented during flooding, heavy 

snow, or other environmental events. 
o Operators may not enter closed areas without explicit WSDOT Aviation 

authorization. 
3. Fire Conditions 

o Temporary closures may be required during extreme wildfire conditions or 
when aviation operations pose additional risk. 

o Compliance with state-issued fire restrictions and directives is mandatory. 
 
7.4 Vehicle Limits and Airside Access 

1. Vehicle Operations 
o Only authorized vehicles may operate within aircraft movement areas, 

ramps, or other restricted areas. 
o Vehicle operators must hold proper WSDOT-issued airside permits and 

follow traffic control, speed limits, and safety markings. 
2. Ground Safety 

o Vehicles must avoid interference with aircraft operations. 
o Unauthorized vehicles in restricted areas are subject to removal and 

revocation of airport privileges. 
3. Equipment and Operations 

o Ground support equipment, maintenance vehicles, and fuel trucks must 
meet safety and operational standards appropriate to the airport’s 
infrastructure. 

 
7.5 Emergency and Incident Reporting 

1. Immediate Reporting 
o All accidents, incidents, fuel spills, wildlife strikes, or safety hazards must 

be reported immediately to the Airport Manager. 
o FAA Part 91, 135, and 139 reporting requirements must be followed 

where applicable. 
2. Documentation 



o Operators must provide a written incident report within 24 hours, 
including: 

 Nature and location of the event 
 Personnel involved 
 Aircraft or facility damage 
 Actions taken to mitigate impact or prevent recurrence 

3. Corrective Action 
o WSDOT Aviation may require corrective action, operational restrictions, 

or temporary suspension of airport privileges to ensure continued safety. 
4. Coordination with Emergency Services 

o Operators must coordinate with local emergency services, fire 
departments, and law enforcement as necessary. 

o Emergency response procedures must align with state, federal, and airport-
specific requirements. 

 
7.6 Compliance and Enforcement 

• Noncompliance with operational safety standards may result in: 
o Written warnings 
o Restricted airport access 
o Temporary or permanent suspension of operating privileges 
o Reporting to FAA for further enforcement under 14 CFR Part 16 

• WSDOT Aviation reserves the right to inspect aircraft, vehicles, facilities, and 
operations at any time to ensure compliance with safety, operational, and 
environmental standards. 

 

8. Fees and Financial Requirements 
 8.1 Purpose 

This section establishes mandatory financial and fee-related requirements for all 
aeronautical operators at WSDOT State-Owned Airports. The purpose is to ensure: 

• Fair and nondiscriminatory access consistent with FAA Grant Assurance 22 
(Economic Nondiscrimination) 

• Financial sustainability of airport operations 
• Compliance with federal, state, and local regulations 

 
8.2 Statewide Rates and Fees 

1. Lease Application WSDOT Aviation Airports 
o All commercial and noncommercial operators are subject to WSDOT’s 

Statewide Rates & Fees Policy, as updated annually. 
o Rates may include, but are not limited to: 



 Hangar or tie-down rental 
 Leasehold use fees 
 Fuel flowage fees (see Section 10) 
 Commercial operating permits 

2. Fee Consistency 
o Fees must be reasonable, non-discriminatory, and consistent with FAA 

Grant Assurance 22. 
o Operators may not receive preferential pricing that could constitute an 

exclusive right prohibited under FAA Grant Assurance 23, unless 
specifically authorized. 

 
8.3 Insurance Verification and Compliance 

1. Annual Verification 
o Commercial operators must submit proof of insurance annually prior to 

lease or permit renewal. 
o Required coverage includes, at minimum: 

 General liability 
 Aircraft liability (if applicable) 
 Workers’ compensation 
 Automobile liability (if vehicles are used in operations) 

2. Additional Insured 
o WSDOT Aviation shall be listed as an additional insured on all relevant 

policies. 
o Certificates must clearly identify coverage limits and effective dates. 

3. Failure to Maintain Insurance 
o Operations without current, compliant insurance constitute a violation of 

Minimum Standards and may result in suspension or termination of airport 
privileges. 

 
8.4 Reporting Requirements for Commercial Operators 

1. Financial and Operational Reports 
o Commercial operators must provide periodic reports to WSDOT Aviation, 

including: 
 Monthly or quarterly fuel sales (if applicable) 
 Aircraft movements or operations statistics 
 Leasehold or facility usage information 
 Maintenance or service records required by the lease or operating 

agreement 
2. Timeliness and Accuracy 



o Reports must be submitted in the format and within the timeframe 
prescribed by WSDOT Aviation. 

o Falsification or failure to report may result in corrective action, including: 
 Written notice 
 Suspension of operating privileges 
 Lease or permit termination 

 
8.5 Fuel Flowage Fees 

1. Responsibility 
o Fuel flowage fees shall be paid by the fuel wholesaler, not by retailers, 

individual aircraft operators, or tenants. 
2. Compliance 

o Fees must be collected in accordance with WSDOT Aviation policy and 
reported to WSDOT for financial accountability. 

o Fuel providers must maintain accurate logs and receipts of fuel dispensed 
to all aircraft. 

 
8.6 Enforcement 

• WSDOT Aviation reserves the right to: 
o Inspect financial records, fuel logs, and operational data at any time 
o Adjust or audit fees to ensure consistency with Minimum Standards 
o Take enforcement action for nonpayment, misreporting, or noncompliance 

• Operators found in violation may face: 
o Written notice of deficiency 
o Suspension of airport privileges 
o Termination of lease or operating agreement 
o Referral to FAA for enforcement under 14 CFR Part 16 

 

9. Enforcement and Compliance 
 9.1 Authority of WSDOT Aviation 

1. Inspection Rights 
o WSDOT Aviation has the right and authority to inspect all airport 

facilities, leaseholds, aircraft, vehicles, and operations at any time to 
ensure compliance with these Minimum Standards. 

o Inspections may include, but are not limited to: 
 Leasehold and hangar facilities 
 Fueling operations and storage tanks 
 Aircraft and maintenance records 
 Safety equipment, signage, and operational procedures 



 Environmental compliance measures 
2. Access 

o Operators and tenants must provide reasonable access to WSDOT 
personnel during inspections. 

o Refusal or obstruction of inspections constitutes a violation of Minimum 
Standards. 

3. FAA Coordination 
o WSDOT Aviation may coordinate with the FAA Airport Compliance 

Office when violations implicate Grant Assurance obligations or federal 
law. 

 
9.2 Corrective Actions 

1. Notice of Noncompliance 
o When violations are identified, WSDOT Aviation will issue a written 

Notice of Noncompliance specifying: 
 Nature of the violation 
 Required corrective actions 
 Timeline for remediation 

2. Remediation Timeline 
o Operators are expected to correct violations within the timeframe specified 

in the notice. 
o Extensions may be granted at the discretion of WSDOT Aviation for good 

cause. 
3. Monitoring 

o WSDOT Aviation may monitor compliance through follow-up inspections 
or reports until the corrective actions are complete. 

 
9.3 Penalties and Suspension of Privileges 

1. Operational Restrictions 
o Failure to correct violations may result in temporary suspension of airport 

privileges, including: 
 Access to aircraft movement areas 
 Fueling, maintenance, or hangar operations 
 Commercial operating activities 

2. Lease or Permit Termination 
o Persistent or severe noncompliance may result in termination of leases, 

permits, or operating agreements. 
3. Financial Penalties 

o WSDOT Aviation may assess financial penalties for violations, consistent 
with state law and FAA Grant Assurance requirements. 



4. FAA Enforcement Referral 
o For violations impacting federal obligations, WSDOT may refer 

enforcement action to the FAA under 14 CFR Part 16. 
o Examples include: 

 Unauthorized through-the-fence operations 
 Exclusive rights granted in violation of Grant Assurance 23 
 Discriminatory fees or access restrictions 

 
9.4 Appeals Process 

1. Right to Appeal 
o Operators have the right to appeal notices, corrective actions, or penalties. 
o Appeals must be submitted in writing to WSDOT Aviation within 30 

calendar days of the notice. 
2. Appeal Review 

o WSDOT Aviation will review appeals and may: 
 Uphold, modify, or rescind the original action 
 Request additional information or documentation from the operator 
 Schedule a hearing if necessary 

3. Final Determination 
o WSDOT Aviation’s final determination is binding unless the operator 

pursues further remedies through FAA or legal channels. 
 
9.5 Recordkeeping and Reporting 

• WSDOT Aviation will maintain records of all inspections, notices, corrective 
actions, penalties, and appeals. 

• Documentation may be shared with the FAA to demonstrate enforcement of Grant 
Assurance obligations. 

 
9.6 Compliance Expectations 
All operators, tenants, and users of State-Owned Airports are expected to: 

• Comply with all Minimum Standards 
• Maintain required insurance and certifications 
• Operate safely and responsibly 
• Correct violations promptly upon notice 
• Cooperate with WSDOT inspections and FAA oversight 

Failure to comply threatens airport safety, federal grant eligibility, and operational 
privileges. 
 

10. Amendments and Maintenance 
10.1 Purpose 



This section establishes procedures for updating, amending, and maintaining the 
Minimum Standards for State-Owned General Aviation (GA) Airports. The goal is to 
ensure the document remains current, compliant with federal and state regulations, and 
aligned with best practices in aviation safety, operations, and management. 

10.2 Scheduled Review 

1. Five-Year Review Cycle 

o The Minimum Standards shall undergo a comprehensive review at least 
every five (5) years. 

o The review will evaluate: 
 Compliance with FAA Grant Assurances 
 Alignment with WSDOT Aviation policy and state regulations 

(RCW, WAC) 
 Operational relevance to GA airport conditions, including safety, 

environmental, and facility standards 
2. Stakeholder Consultation 

o The review process may include input from: 
 Airport tenants and operators 
 FAA Airport Compliance and regional personnel 
 Local emergency services or public safety agencies 

 

10.3 Regulatory and Operational Updates 

1. Amendments Triggered by Regulatory Changes 

o Minimum Standards shall be updated promptly to reflect: 
 Changes in federal regulations, including FAA Advisory Circulars 

and Grant Assurance requirements 
 Updates to Washington State law, including RCW 47.68 and WAC 

468-250 
 Modifications to fire, safety, or environmental codes, including 

NFPA standards 
 Innovations or changes in GA airport operations, safety equipment, 

or infrastructure requirements 
2. Amendments Triggered by Operational Need 

o WSDOT Aviation may propose amendments in response to: 
 Identified safety issues or incidents 



 Emerging operational needs (e.g., new SASO services, fueling 
practices, hangar standards) 

 Feedback from airport users, local communities, or tenants 
 

10.4 Amendment Approval and Effectiveness 

1. Approval Authority 

o All updates, amendments, or revisions must be approved by the WSDOT 
Aviation Director before taking effect. 

o Minor administrative edits may be approved at the discretion of the 
Director without requiring a full stakeholder review. 

2. Notification 

o Upon approval, WSDOT Aviation will distribute updated Minimum 
Standards to: 

 All airport tenants, operators, and commercial service providers 
 FAA Airport Compliance regional office (if relevant) 
 Internal WSDOT aviation and administrative staff 

3. Effective Date 

o Amendments become effective on the date specified by the WSDOT 
Aviation Director. 

o Operators and tenants are responsible for complying with updated 
standards from the effective date onward. 

 

10.5 Recordkeeping and Version Control 

1. Document Tracking 

o Each version of the Minimum Standards shall include: 
 Version number 
 Date of approval 
 Summary of revisions or amendments 

2. Historical Records 

o Previous versions shall be retained for a minimum of ten (10) years for 
audit, compliance, or legal purposes. 

3. Public Access 



o The current approved version shall be available to all airport users, 
including tenants, pilots, and commercial operators, in electronic or 
printed format. 

 

10.6 Continuous Improvement 

• WSDOT Aviation encourages continuous feedback from operators, tenants, and 
stakeholders to enhance operational safety, efficiency, and compliance. 

• Lessons learned from inspections, incidents, and audits may inform interim 
amendments between scheduled review cycles. 
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