%WSDOT Summer 2026

SR 525 Mukilteo Bridge Over Railroad Replacement Project

Overview

What is the State Route 525 (SR 525) bridge replacement project?
This project will reconstruct the State Route 525 bridge crossing over the BNSF railroad in Mukilteo. It includes
repaving and accessibility improvements on the pathway to the ferry terminal.

Why is the bridge being replaced and raised?
These improvements will ensure the bridge meets current train track clearance rules and repairs aging
infrastructure. Because the bridge is being lifted higher, nearby road elements will be redesigned accordingly.

What about the rest of State Route 525?

From the SR 525 Spur (Paine Field Boulevard) to Second St in Mukilteo, the road will be repaved and upgraded
to improve accessibility. The project will begin construction during summer 2026. From |-5/1-405 to SR 99 near
Lynnwood, SR 525 was just repaved and the project is expected to be complete in Fall 2026.

Timeline and construction

What is the project timeline?
¢ Pre-design and engagement (technical and executive working groups, online open houses): 2024-2026
e Design phase completion: target fall 2029 for bridge design
¢ Bridge replacement construction: anticipated 2029-2031

Are there disruptions planned during construction?

Yes. Road repaving and accessibility upgrades between SR 525 Spur and the ferry terminal will happen
overnight (10 p.m.-7 a.m.) to limit ferry delays. A temporary bypass bridge will be built before the old bridge is
demolished to accommodate traffic, bicyclists, and pedestrians. This will make sure people can still reach the
waterfront and ferries during construction of the new bridge.

Pedestrian and bicycle improvements

What safety upgrades are planned or completed so far?
A recently finished project (fall 2023-March 2024) widened the northbound sidewalk on the existing bridge to
seven and a half feet, added curb ramps for accessibility, and improved railing between Second and First Streets.

What are the proposed future Complete Streets improvements?

Complete Streets is a state initiative that means planning, designing, building, operating and maintaining a
system that enables comfortable, convenient access for all types of transportation options - walking, biking,
driving and riding transit. To learn more about Complete Streets efforts in Washington, please visit
https://wsdot.wa.gov/construction-planning/complete-streets.
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Complete Streets evaluated the level of stress for people walking and rolling on the SR 525 bridge. Options for
improvements on both projects (Mukilteo bridge and SR 525 Spur to Second Street) include:
e Preferred alternative: Adding separate bike lanes and sidewalks between Third Street and the Mukilteo ferry
terminal (bridge project)
¢ Near-term improvements: Adding bike lanes and protected shoulder areas between Paine Field Blvd. and 84th
St. SW (paving and accessibility project)
» Pedestrian crossing enhancements (marked crosswalks, flashing crosswalk warning lights, ramps) at key
intersections (both projects)
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Figure 2. Near term-improvements: New bike lanes on SR 525
from the Spur to 92nd Street Southwest
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Figure 3. Near-term improvements: New bike lanes on SR 525 Figure 4. Preferred Alternative: SR 525 from Courtyard Lane
from 92nd Street Southwest to 84th Street Southwest to M East Avenue (unfunded)

What are the other Complete Streets options that were not selected for this project?
¢ Constructing a shared use path on the west side of SR 525 did not move forward due to the increased need
for separation between bicycles and pedestrians.
¢ Putting in street-level bike lanes did not advance due to higher land acquisition costs, potential environmental
impacts, and to be able to keep a continuous path for bikes and pedestrians.

What are the planned future Complete Streets improvements?
¢ Preferred alternative: Adding separated bike lanes, sidewalks, and pedestrian lighting between 84th Street SW
and Third Street.

o These are part of a broader “Complete Streets” vision but are not currently funded.

Pedestrian safety concerns

Why is the current design considered unsafe?

SR 525 is functioning as designed and meets safety standards. However, the existing intersection at SR 525 and
First Street has many challenges: limited visibility, heavy turning traffic from ferry riders, and drivers who regularly
ignore crosswalks, increasing the level of stress experienced by bicyclists and pedestrians.
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Is a pedestrian underpass a possible solution?

This solution was part of Mukilteo’s Downtown Waterfront Master Plan. For this project, a pedestrian underpass
could still happen in the future. The preferred design for SR 525 leaves room for a future pedestrian path under
the new bridge. A Complete Streets study was used to shape the road and bridge design, and that plan can be built
upon to add more walking and biking options later — if local partners and WSDOT decide it makes sense.

Public engagement and transparency

How were community voices included?
¢ Multiple Technical Working Group and Executive Working Group meetings provided an opportunity for
feedback from stakeholders from local, regional, state, business, and tribal entities and transit, port, and school
district representatives.
¢ In June and July 2025, an online open house had ~768 users and included a survey receiving 87 responses (in
English and Spanish).
e Conversations were held regularly with regional partners.

Funding and implementation

What is the funding for the bridge project?
* Bridge replacement: ~$46 million of Move Ahead Washington funding
« Paving and sidewalk accessibility upgrades: ~$2.2 million

Other common questions

Who decides what gets built?
WSDOT leads construction and funding decisions, with input from City Council, community partners, and the public.

Does this project address concerns like vehicles traveling too fast or ferry line queuing?

WSDOT is not an enforcement agency. WSDOT is installing new signalized pedestrian crossings and narrower
traffic lanes to encourage driving at the speed limit. WSDOT is evaluating other road treatments such as raised
curbs for the ferry line. The City of Mukilteo has speed cameras in the area, and local police and state patrol
continue to be the best way to enforce traffic laws.

Stay informed!

During this design phase, WSDOT will be sharing regular project updates and seeking feedback from
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Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Information: Accommodation requests for people with disabilities can be made by contacting the WSDOT Diversity/
ADA Affairs team at wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov or calling toll free, 855-362-4ADA (4232). Persons who are deaf or hard of hearing may make a request by
calling the Washington State Relay at 711.

Title VI Statement to Public: It is the Washington State Department of Transportation’s (WSDOT) policy to assure that no person shall, on the grounds if race,
color, national origin or sex, as provided by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise
discriminated against under any of the programs and activities. Any person who believes his/her Title VI protection has been violated, may file a complaint
with WSDOT's Office of Equal Opportunity (OEO). For additional information regarding Title VI complaint procedures and/or information regarding our non-
discrimination obligations, please contact OEQ’s Title VI Coordinator at (360) 705-7090.
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