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Welcome and housekeeping

Thank you for joining!
All webinar participants have been muted on arrival. This webinar will be recorded.  

To ask questions:
• Submit questions in the chat at 

any time; they will be addressed 
during the Q&A session.

• Use the raise hand feature during 
the Q&A session; the facilitator will 
call on you and indicate when to 
unmute. 

To find webinar materials:
• Webinar slides and recording will be 

posted on the WSDOT National 
Highway Freight Program webpage 
after this webinar.

https://wsdot.wa.gov/construction-planning/statewide-plans/freight-plans/national-highway-freight-program
https://wsdot.wa.gov/construction-planning/statewide-plans/freight-plans/national-highway-freight-program


Today’s Agenda
• Freight System Plan Overview
• Critical Urban and Rural Freight Corridors 

(CUFC/CRFC) Overview and Objectives
• CUFC/CRFC Designation Process 
• Designation and Submittal Guidelines
• Web App Walkthrough
• Q&A

Webinar Goal

Provide information to assist 
MPOs/RTPOs with reviewing 
CUFC/CRFC designation and 
submitting proposed changes.  
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2026 Freight System Plan Overview
• Builds off foundation of the 2022 FSP. 
• Guides policy and investment decisions to address statewide 

multimodal freight needs. 
• Must include a Freight Investment Plan (FIP) that outlines priority 

regional freight projects to receive NHFP funds.

National Highway Freight Program (NHFP):

• Federal-aid highway formula funds with broad eligibility 

• Solicited regional priority freight projects from MPOs, RTPOs, and 
other stakeholders

• Project receiving NHFP funds must contribute to the efficient 
movement of freight on the National Highway Freight Network 

2026 FSP Policy 
Priorities 

• Improve supply chain, 
infrastructure, and 
economic resilience.

• Support state 
economic 
competitiveness.

• Support healthy 
communities by 
reducing freight 
impacts.
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CUFC/CRFC Overview
• Key components of the National Highway 

Freight Network:
 Primary Highway Freight System (PHFS)
 Other Interstate portions not on the PHFS
 Critical Urban Freight Corridors 
 Critical Rural Freight Corridors 

• Subject to the mileage cap set by BIL Law

• CUFC and CRFC designation is a mandatory 
element of the State Freight Plan required by BIL
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CUFC/CRFC Mileage 
Allocation

• The Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law (BIL) allocates to 
Washington 150 CUFC miles 
and 300 CRFC miles.

• Puget Sound Regional 
Council designates CUFCs in 
its urbanized area.

• WSDOT designates all 
remaining CUFCs and all 
CRFCs statewide.



CUFC/CRFC Objectives

Positioning for funding: Updated designations 
help position projects to compete for federal 
freight funds, including NHFP and INFRA 
programs.  

Expanded project eligibility: Inclusion on the 
NHFN broadens the potential for freight 
investment opportunities statewide.
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CUFC/CRFC Purpose

Updating Washington’s 
NHFN to allow use of NHFP 
formula funds and INFRA 
grant programs for eligible 
freight projects.  



WSDOT’s CUFC/CRFC Designation 
Approach

2022
Project-driven 

approach:
1) Allocate mileage to NHFP 

projects

2) Distribute remaining miles to 
MPO/RTPO-submitted 
corridors

2026
Continue project-driven 

approach:
1) Make project-driven additions for NHFP 

projects not yet on NHFN
2) New CUFC additions must come from 

de-designation of existing CUFCs due 
to mileage cap 

3) Distribute remaining CRFC miles to 
MPO/RTPOs for new corridor 
designations 

2022 Process Outcomes 
• Fully used 150 CUFC miles.

• Approximately ~124 CRFC 
miles remained for future 
designation. 

2026 Process Overview
• New CUFC/CRFC segments 

will be first designated for 
projects selected to receive 
FFY 2027-2032 NHFP funding 
but not currently on the NHFN 
network

• Seek input from MPO/RTPOs 
for proposed corridor de-
designation and new 
designation 7
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CUFC/CRFC Update Request

WSDOT strongly encourages MPOs/RTPOs to coordinate with member jurisdictions, including cities, counties, ports, and 
tribes, especially with sponsors of NHFP projects, when developing proposed corridor changes.

Proposed designation changes are due to WSDOT by August 10, 2026.

WSDOT requests that MPOs and RTPOs take the following actions:

MPOs/RTPOs
• Review existing CRFC segments in your 

region and identify:
 Segments for de-designation: associated 

projects are complete, no longer advancing or 
seeking funding

 Proposed segments for new designation: 
associated projects anticipated to pursue federal 
freight funding opportunities in the next four 
years (up to 7 miles per region)

• Review existing CUFC segments in your region 
and identify:
 Segments for de-designation: associated projects 

are complete, no longer advancing or seeking 
funding

 Proposed segments for new designation: associated 
projects anticipated to pursue federal freight funding 
opportunities in the next four years (not guaranteed 
and depend upon de-designation miles)

MPOs



CUFC/CRFC Designation and 
Submittal Guidelines

Located on the existing Freight and Goods 
Transportation System

Provide a connection to major freight facilities  
Demonstrated importance to regional or statewide 

freight movement with supporting, verifiable data.

Location Guidelines 

• CUFCs must be public roadways 
within the boundaries of Highway 
Urbanized Areas (HUAs)

• CRFCs must be public roadways 
outside the boundaries of any 
HUA.

• If a corridor crosses a HUA 
boundary, it must be split into two 
segments (CUFC and CRFC).

• Do not propose new 
CUFC/CRFC segments on the 
Primary Highway Freight System 
(PHFS) or Interstates, including 
connecting ramps. 
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Proposed new segments should:
Support projects anticipated to seek federal freight funding 

(INFRA or similar program) within the next 4 years

Be on public roadways 

Have a connection to freight transportation through at least 
one of the following:



Materials and Resources 

Supporting Materials to assist your review 
and submission:
1. CUFC/CRFC Corridor Update Instructions
2. Submission form (Excel) to identify 

proposed CUFC/CRFC changes
3. 2022 CUFC/CRFC designations

Additional Resources

WSDOT - Washington State 
Freight Transportation 
System Web App – use to 
view HUA boundaries, 
existing CUFC/CRFC 
designations, PHFS routes, 
and submitted NHFP projects
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https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/f9f29633921c4c42803c2181218823e6/page/Home?views=Map-Layers
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/f9f29633921c4c42803c2181218823e6/page/Home?views=Map-Layers
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/f9f29633921c4c42803c2181218823e6/page/Home?views=Map-Layers
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/f9f29633921c4c42803c2181218823e6/page/Home?views=Map-Layers
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/f9f29633921c4c42803c2181218823e6/page/Home?views=Map-Layers


Excel Submission Form 
Instructions
For each proposed de-designation or new 
designation, please provide the following:
Route name or facility name

 Begin and end points

 Segment length

Urban or rural classification

 Justification for designation/de-designation

 Associated project name

 Funding program or anticipated federal funding opportunity

 Supporting map showing corridor location (PDF or GIS)

Submission Form Overview

The purpose of the 
submission form is to link 
proposed corridor changes to 
specific projects or 
anticipated funding pursuits 
over the next 4 years.
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Web App Walkthrough

Link: WSDOT - Washington State Freight Transportation System Web App 

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/f9f29633921c4c42803c2181218823e6/page/Home?views=Map-Layers
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/f9f29633921c4c42803c2181218823e6/page/Home?views=Map-Layers
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/f9f29633921c4c42803c2181218823e6/page/Home?views=Map-Layers
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CUFC/ CRFC Update Timeline and Next Steps

Request for CUFC/ 
CRFC updates sent to 

MPO/ RTPOs

June 9

June 16

CUFC/ CRFC 
Informational Webinar

CUFC/ CRFC Updates 
submitted to WSDOT

August 10

August - 
September

WSDOT will validate and 
follow up with MPO/ 
RTPOs as needed

Submit State Freight 
Plan, including the 

corridor list, to FHWA 
for review and approval 

End of 
September

End of 
November

Release Final 
State Freight plan



Q&A
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We welcome questions. 

You may ask questions by:
• Submitting questions into the chat at any time; the facilitator will read your 

question out loud. 
• Using the raise hand feature; the facilitator will call on you and indicate 

when to unmute. 
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Contact information and links

WSDOT 2026 and 2022 Freight System Plan

WSDOT Freight Plans

Contact Information:
Scott McCollister
Scott.McCollister@wsdot.wa.gov

Wenjuan Zhao
Wenjuan.Zhao@wsdot.wa.gov

WSDOT NHFP

https://wsdot.wa.gov/construction-planning/statewide-plans/freight-rail-plans/freight-system-plan
https://wsdot.wa.gov/construction-planning/statewide-plans/freight-plans
mailto:Scott.McCollister@wsdot.wa.gov
mailto:Wenjuan.Zhao@wsdot.wa.gov
https://wsdot.wa.gov/construction-planning/statewide-plans/freight-plans/national-highway-freight-program
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