2026 Freight System Plan Critical Freight Corridor Instruction Form

2026 WSDOT Freight System Plan - Freight Investment
Plan

CUFC/CRFC Corridor Update Instructions

1. Purpose

WSDOT is updating the State Freight Investment Plan (FIP), which identifies how the state plans to use National
Highway Freight Program (NHFP) funds. At the same time, WSDOT is updating Critical Urban Freight Corridor
(CUFC) and Critical Rural Freight Corridor (CRFC) designations on the National Highway Freight Network (NHFN)
to help position projects for NHFP and other federal freight funding opportunities, including INFRA. This designation
of CRFCs and CUFCs will update Washington’s National Highway Freight Network, allowing use of National
Highway Freight Program (NHFP) formula funds and INFRA grant programs for eligible freight projects.

These instructions explain what MPOs and RTPOs are being asked to review and submit in support of the corridor
update.

2. Background and Designation Approach

The 2021 Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) has allocated 150 miles to Washington State for the designation of
CUFCs and 300 miles for the designation of CRFCs. The Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC) is responsible for
designating CUFC mileage in its urbanized area, and WSDOT is responsible for designating CUFC mileage for non-
PSRC areas and CRFC mileage across the state.

In 2022, WSDOT designated CUFC and CRFC corridors in coordination with MPOs/RTPOs using a two-step
approach:

1. First, allocate needed miles to local freight projects submitted for FFY 2022-2025 NHFP funding consideration
to ensure they meet program eligibility requirements;

2. Second, seek proposed corridors from MPO/RTPOs to distribute the remaining mileage balance across
MPOs and RTPOs across the state.

As a result, 150 miles of CUFC were fully used, while about 124 miles of CRFC mileage remained available for new
designation. For the 2026 update, WSDOT is again taking a project-based approach tied to federal funding eligibility
and project readiness. The approach will make changes to existing designations to accommodate new freight projects
seeking federal funding (e.g., NHFP, INFRA, or similar programs). WSDOT will apply the following approach to guide
the 2026 corridor update:

1. New CUFC and CRFC segments will be designated for projects selected to receive FFY 2027-2032 NHFP
funding but not currently on NHFN network;

2. Since the CUFC mileage cap has been reached, any new CUFC designations must come from de-
designation of existing CUFC segments;

3. Remaining CRFC mileage will be first prioritized for rural segments linked to selected NHFP projects, and
then distributed equally among MPO/RTPOs for additional corridor designations to support projects expected
to pursue federal freight funding opportunities over the next four years.
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3. What WSDOT is asking for
MPOs:

MPOs are asked to review existing CUFC segments in their region and identify:

o Existing CUFC segments for de-designation: existing segments where the associated project is either
complete, or no longer advancing or seeking funding

e Proposed CUFC segments for new designation: segments associated with projects expected to pursue
federal freight funding opportunities (INFRA or similar program) in the next four years. This is not guaranteed
and will depend upon how many miles can be freed up through CUFC de-designation proposed by MPOs.

MPOs and RTPOs:
MPOs and RTPOs are asked to review existing CRFC segments in their region and identify:

o Existing segments for de-designation: existing CRFC segments where the associated project is either
complete, or no longer advancing or seeking funding

e Proposed segments for new designation: propose new CRFC segments associated with projects that are
expected to pursue federal freight funding opportunities (INFRA or similar program) in the next four years.
Each MPO/RTPO may propose up to 7 miles of new CRFC segments.

4. Coordination and Submission

MPOs and RTPOs are strongly encouraged to coordinate with member jurisdictions, including cities, counties, ports,
and tribes, when developing proposed corridor changes. WSDOT will hold a technical webinar on June 161, 9-10 AM
to walk through the approach, explain the request, and answer questions.

Please submit completed Excel form and supporting corridor maps to the WSDOT Rail, Freight and Ports Division

at Wenjuan.Zhao@wsdot.wa.gov by August 10t". Questions may be directed to Wenjuan Zhao

at Wenjuan.Zhao@wsdot.wa.gov or 360-705-6990. WSDOT will submit the updated corridor designation to FHWA as
part of the 2026 State Freight Plan by late September for review and approval. The final plan will be released by the
end of November.

5. Guidelines for corridor update

Key considerations for new corridor designation:
Proposed new CUFC/CRFC segments should:

o Support projects planning to pursue federal freight funding opportunities (e.g., NHFP, INFRA, or similar
programs) within approximately the next four years,
e Be on public roadways and have a connection to freight transportation through at least one of the following:
o Located on the existing Freight and Goods Transportation System (FGTS).
o Providing a connection to major freight facilities (see facility types listed under items 17 and 18 in the
Excel submission form, tab 3).
o Demonstrating importance to regional or statewide freight movement with supporting, verifiable data.

Location and definitions

e CUFCs must be public roadways within the boundaries of Highway Urbanized Areas (HUASs).
e CRFCs must be public roadways outside the boundaries of any HUA.
e If a corridor crosses a HUA boundary, it must be split into two segments (CUFC and CRFC).
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Interaction with PHFS and Interstates

Do not propose new CUFC/CRFC segments on the Primary Highway Freight System (PHFS) or Interstates, including
connecting ramps. PHFS and Interstates are FHWA-designated elements of the NHFN and do not require additional
CUFC/CRFC designation.

Maps and data

The WSDOT Freight Transportation System map application can be used to view HUA boundaries, existing
CUFC/CRFC designations, and PHFS routes. The map is available here: WSDOT - Washington State Freight
Transportation System Web App and instructions on its use can be found in Section 8 of this instruction sheet.

A detailed list of existing CUFC/CRFC segments is also provided with this request.

6. Attachments and forms

The following materials are attached to support your review and submittal:

e CUFC/CRFC corridor update submission form — The application form consists of three sheets: (1) a sheet
that summarizes all submitted corridors, and (2) a second sheet for providing details about existing
CUFC/CRFC segments proposed for de-designation and (3) a third sheet to provide detailed information for
proposed CUFC/CRFC segments for new designation.

e  Current corridor lists — existing 2022 CUFC/CRFC designation by MPO and RTPO.

Please use the Excel form to identify corridor changes. One row or column should be completed for each segment
proposed for designation or de-designation.

7. How to complete the Excel form

For each proposed de-designation or new designation, please provide the information requested in the workbook,
such as:

Route name or facility name.

Begin and end points.

Segment length.

Urban or rural classification.

Associated project name.

Funding program or anticipated federal funding opportunity.
Reason for designation/de-designation.

The purpose of the form is to link proposed corridor changes to specific projects or anticipated funding pursuits within
the next four years.
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8. Using the Freight Transportation System in Washington Web App

ZWSDOT Freight Transportation System in Washington Web App
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Below are instructions on how to navigate the Washington State Freight Transportation System Web App. Numbers
correspond to steps on the image above.

1. By default, only the Freight and Goods Transportation System layer is turned on. You will need to open the
layers panel to turn on other map layers.

Which layers to use:

2. Use NHFN Critical Urban and Rural Freight Corridors layer to review the locations of existing 2022
designations. Click on the segment to open the pop-up window for corridor details.
e Please consider the need and status of projects associated with an existing CUFC/CRFC segment
when determining whether to propose de-designation. If a NHFP project submitted for FFY 2027-
2032 funding consideration is on one of the existing CUFC/CRFC segments, then that designation
should be retained, and you should not propose to de-designate that segment.
3. Use the National Highway Freight Program (NHFP) Projects Submitted layer to see all of the NHFP
projects that were submitted from your region and verify if they are on one of the following existing networks:
a. Use the NHFN Primary Highway Freight System (PHFS) layer to see road segments that are
already designated on the PHFS system.
b. Use the NHFN Critical Urban and Rural Freight Corridors layer to see road segments that are
already designated on the CUFC/CRFC system.
c. Click on the project location to open the pop-up window, which includes details on whether it is on
any one of the two NHFN components or not.
4. Use the WSDOT-Highway Urban and Urbanized Area (2023) layer to determine the classification of a
proposed new segment.
a. CUFCs must be public roadways within the boundaries of Highway Urbanized Areas (HUASs).
b. CRFCs must be public roadways outside the boundaries of any HUA.
5. To see a specific location, you can use the search button at the top of the page to zoom to a specific address
or place.
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