
SR 99 Kent, SR 99/S 272nd St to SR 516 
Vic – Paving & ADA Compliance 
Fall 2025 online open house summary 

Overview 
WSDOT is advancing a pavement 
preservation project on State Route 99 from 
South 272nd Street to SR 516 to extend the 
service life of the roadway. This project 
includes grinding and inlaying new Hot Mix 
Asphalt (HMA), pavement repairs, traffic 
loop replacement, striping and traffic control 
to maintain safe and reliable travel along the 
corridor. As part of the work, pedestrian 
curb ramps will be evaluated and upgraded 
as necessary to meet the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) and current 
accessibility standards. This project is also 
subject to WSDOT’s Complete Streets 
requirements. WSDOT will work to 
incorporate as many active transportation 
facilities as feasible within the project 
delivery timeline to support people walking, 
biking and rolling. However, some 
improvements needed to fully meet 
Complete Streets requirements may be 
implemented at a later date due to scope 
and funding considerations.

WSDOT hosted an online open house and 
survey for this project, which was open to 
the public from Sept. 30 to Nov. 4, 2025 at 
engage.wa.gov. The purpose of this online 
open house and survey was to provide an 
overview of the project and seek feedback 
from the public to learn about their priorities. 
Site content was available in English, 
Punjabi, Somali, Spanish, and Ukrainian. Figure 1. Map of the project area.
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Survey of results  
The online open house received 177 survey responses. Survey responses were received in 
English (176) and Spanish (1). The full questionnaire and results charts are provided as an 
appendix to this summary.  

*Note that due to the survey platform treating each language as a separate survey, the results 
aren’t tallied comprehensively across all surveys, and instead individuals’ notes are made below 
when a Spanish response was received. 

 

Question 1: How often do you walk, bike or roll through the area? (Choose 1) 

 
o 51% responded rarely/never, 18% said occasionally, and 15% each responded 

weekly or daily. 
o Spanish survey response – rarely/never. 
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Question 2: If a new pedestrian and bicycle facilities are built, how often do you think you 
would walk, bike or roll through this area? (Choose 1) 

• 51% stated rarely/never, 24% occasionally, 15% daily, and 10% weekly.
o Spanish survey response – occasionally.

Question 3: How do you like to move through this area? (Select all applicable) 

• The vast majority drive or ride in a car or truck (156) responses. Four selections were in
the same grouping of responses: walking or using my mobility device (31), riding transit
(30), riding a bicycle or scooter (29), or carpooling (24).
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o Spanish survey response – drive or ride in a car or truck, carpooling. 

 

Question 4: Why do you travel SR 99 from South 272nd Street to SR 516? (Select all 
applicable) 

 
• The majority of people selected living in the area (147 responses) and shopping at 

businesses/going to restaurants/having appointments (123). Other notable responses 
included commuting for work or school (45), recreating in the area (40), and visiting 
friends and family (35).  

o Spanish survey response – live in the area. 
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Question 5: What are your top priorities for the long-term vision for this project? (Rank your top 
3) 

 

• The leading priorities were adding lighting and visibility (86), addressing safety concerns 
for drivers (77) and addressing safety concerns for walkers, bikers, and rollers (73).  

o Spanish survey response – address safety concerns for drivers. 
• Other receiving a share of the rankings include constructing safer crosswalks (39), 

adding more crosswalks (25), wider sidewalks (24), and adding bike facilities (24). 
• Increasing access to bus stops received the least responses (22).  
• 42 respondents selected “other” in their response, and those can be classified in the 

following way: 
o Some could be classified under the existing options, such as constructing safer 

crosswalks (6) and addressing safety concerns for those who walk, bike and roll 
(4). 

o Other top priorities could be categorized as Traffic flow (15), less crime and 
violence (10).  

o Some “other” responses could not be easily categorized, received few responses 
or didn’t answer the particular question. The assortment of those are: 
 Better signalization (1) 
 Bus shelters (1) 
 Finishing the project (1) 
 Getting rid of plantings (1) 
 Government transparency (1) 
 Lessening of vehicle speeds (1) 
 No bike lanes (1) 
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 Safety for drivers (2) 
 Smoother roads (2) 
 Turning lanes (1) 
 Waste of money (3) 

 

Question 6: Which types of facilities would you like to see included in this project? (Rank your 
top 3) 

 

• High-visibility crossings (107) received by far the most responses.  
• Separated shared use paths (63), separated bike lanes (55) and pedestrian 

islands/refuges (54) received a share of responses. Wider sidewalks (42) also received 
some responses. 

o Spanish survey response – separated shared use paths, wider sidewalks, high 
visibility crossing.  

• 32 respondents selected “other” in their response, and those responses can be 
classified in the following way. These could not be easily categorized, received few 
responses or didn’t answer the particular question. The assortment of those are: 

o Barriers to crossings (1) 
o Center turn lanes (1) 
o Cleaner medians (1) 
o Enforcement (1) 
o Fences (2) 
o Increased lighting (3) 
o Increased speed limits (1) 
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o More green space (2)
o More lanes for cars (2)
o N/A (4)
o No change needed (8)
o Pedestrian bridges (1)
o Remove planted dividers (1)
o Road surface improvements (1)
o Separated shared use paths (3) – can be paired with the option that was already

offered
o Speed control measures (2)

Question 7: Are there specific locations where bike and pedestrian improvements are especially 
needed?  
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• This was an open-ended question, with some respondents offering multiple suggestions.
N=85 responses

• Responses were coded and categorized to distill themes. The following categories were
represented.

o 39 responses found this question not applicable or their response didn’t fit the
question.

o 7 responses said the entire corridor needed improving.
o 6 responses shared the location of 272nd and SR 99
o 4 responses selected the junction of Kent Des Moines Rd/SR 516 and SR 99
o 3 responses indicated the area between 240th and 252nd on SR 99
o Other options received 2 or less responses, indicating a variety of locations or

other classifications that could not easily be mapped/clustered within other areas.

Question 8: Are there locations (street, store, or other destination or landmark) where you want 
NEW protected crossings on SR 99 between South 272nd and SR 516? 
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• This was an open-ended question, with some respondents offering multiple suggestions.
N=82 responses



SR 99 Kent, SR 99/S 272nd St to SR 516 Vic – Paving & ADA Compliance 

• Responses were coded and categorized to distill themes. The following categories were
represented.

o 260th St (5)
o Bus stops, in general (5)
o Fred Meyer (5)
o Library (4)
o SR 516 (4)

• Other responses had 2 or less responses, and were centered around individual street
intersections (246th, 248th, etc) or individual locations (Dick’s, Safeway/Taco Bell, etc).

• 29 respondents answers were either Not Applicable or they had no response.

Question 9: Are there existing traffic signals where you want crossing improvements on SR 99 
between South 272nd Street and SR 516? What concerns do you have at these locations? 
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• This was an open-ended question, with some respondents offering multiple suggestions.
N=70 responses

• Responses were coded and categorized to distill themes. The following categories were
represented.

o 272nd (7)
o 260th (8)
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o 240th (4)
o Kent Des Moines Rd/SR 516 and SR 99 (8)
o Other responses had 2 or less responses.
o 31 responses were considered “Not Applicable”

• For specific concerns, the following were highlighted by respondents.
o Many pedestrians, including children, who face unsafe walking conditions.
o Pedestrians not following the crossing or traffic laws, endangering themselves

and others.
o Traffic backups at signals.
o Lots of transit riders for light rail and Rapid Rid stops.
o Signals offer too little time to cross.
o Right on red being a problem for pedestrians.
o No interest in the project due to money, other work already done in the area, or

not liking roundabouts.

Question 10: Are there destinations that you frequent along SR 99 between South 272nd Street 
and SR 516? (Open response) 

• This was an open-ended question, with some respondents offering multiple responses.
N=229 responses

• Responses were coded and categorized. The following categories were represented and
are illustrated on the bar graph. “Other” responses are listed below.

o Fred Meyer (56)
o Lowe’s (34)
o Safeway (15)
o Dick’s (10)
o Library (8)
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o Highline College (6)
o Les Schwab (5)

• 16 responses were classified as “Not Applicable”.
• Other generalized/broad responses were “shopping” (3), restaurants (4), grocery stores

(2).
• Other individuals responded with specific street locations such as 152nd, 160th, 240th,

etc. These specific locations didn’t receive more than 1 or 2 responses.
• Other specific locations didn’t receive more than 3 responses.

Optional demographic questions 

• Home zip codes that were most commonly represented in the survey included 98198
(62), 98032 (37) and 98037 (19), which represent Seattle and Kent. Federal Way,
98003, also had 37 responses. Other zip codes represented had no more than 3
respondents, some of which represent Pacific, Kent and Seattle.

o Spanish survey response – 98032/Kent.
• Work zip codes were more evenly divided. Seattle-98198 (18) and Kent-98032 (14), had

the most responses. A smattering of zip codes had 7 responses or less, including zip
codes in cities like Olympia, Tacoma, Bellevue, Lakewood, Seattle, and others.

o Spanish survey response – 98107/Seattle.
• Most respondents identified as white or Caucasian (109), with the next largest group

preferring not to share (24). Other responses received 9 or less responses.
o Spanish survey response – white or Caucasian.

• 48 respondents identified as between the ages of 65-79 (29%). The next most
responses were 55-64 and 35-44, both with 32 respondents (19% each), and 45-54
(14%).

o Spanish survey response – 35-44.
• 74% of respondents reported having no disability (119 responses). 15% said they did

have a disability, with 10% preferring not to disclose.
o Spanish survey response – no disability.

• The reported gender distribution was majority male, with 91 respondents identifying as
male and 57 as female. 12 preferred not to disclose.

o Spanish survey response – woman.
• The vast majority of respondents spoke English (154). Spanish had 9 responses.

Remaining options had 9 (“not listed here”) or less responses.
o Spanish survey response – Spanish.
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Community engagement methods 
This study is subject to the Healthy Environments for All (HEAL) Act, which aims to address 
disproportionate environmental and health impacts by prioritizing vulnerable populations and 
overburdened communities. The Act promotes the equitable distribution of resources and 
benefits while working to reduce harm.  

Community engagement occurred throughout the study to gather feedback from community 
members. A four-factor analysis was conducted to determine language translation needs, 
ensuring meaningful access for Limited English Proficient (LEP) populations. Study materials 
were translated into English, Punjabi, Somali, Spanish, and Ukrainian. 

A variety of methods were used to engage with the community. A study flyer was developed for 
each language to provide an overview of the study and included a QR code linking directly to 
the study webpage and online open house. The flyer was available digitally on the study 
webpage and shared with study partners. Additionally, a postcard was mailed to 19,632 
residents and businesses within the study area to inform them about the online open house. 

The study team collaborated with agency partners to help promote the online open house and 
survey and share information about the project. Information about the study and the online open 
house was also shared through WSDOT’s social media channels and a press release. 
Examples of community engagement activities are included in Appendix A. 
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Attachment A 
Study Flyer 

A flyer was developed to provide an overview of the study and to inform the public about the 
online open house and survey. The flyer was made available in all the translated languages and 
was distributed digitally to partners and posted on the study webpage, hardcopies were 
provided to businesses and residents during in-person flyering. An example of the English 
version is provided.  
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Attachment B 
Postcard mailer 

19,632 post cards were mailed on October 9, 2025, to residents and businesses near the SR 99 
corridor, most within a half mile of the study area.  
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Attachment C 
Social media posts 
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Attachment D 
List serv 

Information about the open house was also included in the King County list serve issued on 
October 10, 2025. 

KENT: SR 99/S 272nd St to SR 516 Vic – Paving & ADA 
Compliance project 
 

The Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) is planning improvements to a 
section of State Route (SR) 99 between South 272nd Street and SR 516/Kent Des Moines 
Road in Kent. These improvements will include repaving the highway and upgrading ADA 
sidewalk curb ramps to meet current accessibility standards to improve safety, accessibility and 
comfort for all users. WSDOT will develop improvements under its Complete Streets guidelines, 
which integrate the needs of pedestrians, bicyclists, and transit users in overall project design. 

Community Engagement 
We want to hear from you! WSDOT is hosting an online open house and survey from 
Wednesday, October 8 to Tuesday, November 4 to collect community input about current travel 
experiences, accessibility needs along this corridor, and proposed designs for sidewalks, bike 
lanes, and other features. This online open house is available 24/7 during the survey period for 
you to review project details and complete a brief survey at your convenience. Your input will 
help shape the decisions about bicycle and pedestrian improvements including crossing 
improvements and accessibility improvements along this section of SR 99. Information is 
available in English, Punjabi, Somali, Spanish, and Ukrainian.  

After the open house and survey have closed, WSDOT will review community feedback to 
inform and refine the vision for active transportation on SR 99. These updates will be shared on 
WSDOT’s social media platforms, a blog post, and listserv.  

Stay in touch 

There are several ways to stay connected as we continue the study:  

• Register for our listserv to receive email updates on project progress. 
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADOT/subscriber/new  

• Visit our study website for more information.   
• Contact Amber Stanley, the WSDOT Community Engagement lead, at 

Amber.Stanley@wsdot.wa.gov  

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) information If you would like to learn more about 
accessibility and the tools we have available, visit www.wsdot.wa.gov/Accessibility. 
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