
  

 

 

 

Appendix D  

Memorandum ï SR 99 Lynnwood and Unincorporated 

Snohomish County Pre-Design Study 

Environmental Screening   

February 25, 2026   

TO: April Delchamps , Planning Manager, WSDOT Management of Mobility  

FROM: Megan Archer, Riya Debnath , WSP USA 

CC: Anne Broache, Jeanne Acutanza, Dillon Zang, WSP USA 

SUBJECT:  SR 99 Lynnwood and Unincorporated Snohomish County Pre-Design  Study 

  

Purpose  

The environmental screening documents environmental existing conditions in the study area for 

the State Route (SR) 99 Lynnwood and Unincorporated Snohomish County Pre-Design Study 

(SR 99 Pre-Design Study) based on the Washington State Department of Transportation 

(WSDOT) Environmental Guidance for Planning Studies. This memorandum (memo) 

summarizes environmental factors within a 500-foot screening area along the SR 99 corridor 

from Milepost (MP) 45.7 to 52.3 between 212th Street Southwest in the City of Lynnwood 

(Lynnwood) and Airport Road in unincorporated Snohomish County (Snohomish County), as 

well as an area around the SR 99/SR 525 interchange that may be modified during future 

project development. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

The Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) has initiated the SR 99 

Lynnwood and Unincorporated Snohomish County Pre-Design Study (SR 99 Pre-Design Study) 

to develop improvement options that provide safe and convenient connections for active modes 

(people walking, biking, rolling and accessing transit) along the approximately 6.6-mile SR 99 

corridor in Lynnwood and unincorporated Snohomish County between 212th Street Southwest 

and Airport Road.  

An overall objective of the environmental screening is to help inform the development of 

improvement options for the SR 99 Pre-Design Study and minimize duplication of efforts among 

the planning, environmental review and project delivery processes. Additionally, the overall 

study will provide information to support the fulfillment of future requirements under the National 

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) and the Healthy 

Environment for All (HEAL) Act.   
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2 PROJECT BACKGROUND 

The State Route (SR) 99/Lynnwood and Unincorporated Snohomish County Pre-Design Study 

is intended to identify a long-term vision and near-term, forward-compatible investments that 

improve the safety and mobility for all users of the SR 99 corridor. The study seeks to establish 

Complete Streets strategies that can be operationalized alongside maintenance investments. In 

2022, the Washington State Legislature enacted a Complete Streets requirement (Revised 

Code of Washington [RCW] 47.04.035) that requires WSDOT to incorporate Complete Streets 

principles in state projects with budgets of $1,00,000 or more. This directive is designed to 

ensure that facilities provide access for all users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, and public 

transportation users, while integrating state routes into the local network.  

By addressing safety and mobility needs, the SR 99 Pre-Design Study aims to develop 

improvement options that provide safe and convenient connections for people walking, biking, 

rolling, and accessing transit. These improvements align with the safety goals outlined in 

WSDOTôs Strategic Highway Safety Plan: Target Zero (2024) and Active Transportation 

Programs Design Guide (February 2024).  

2.1 Project Area 

SR 99 in Washington is an access-managed, principal arterial that extends 49 miles from Fife to 

Everett, passing through several incorporated cities, including Lynnwood and Everett in 

Snohomish County. SR 99 was originally a section of US Route 99 and was the state's primary 

northïsouth highway before the construction of Interstate 5 (I-5). US 99 was ultimately replaced 

by the TacomaïEverett section of I-5, which opened in stages between 1965 and 1969. The 

route was decertified in 1969, and SR 99 was created to keep segments of the highway under 

state control.  

For the SR 99 Pre-Design Study, the southern segment of the SR 99 corridor (between 212th 

Street Southwest and 164th Street Southwest) is within the City of Lynnwood, and the northern 

segment (between 164th Street Southwest and Airport Road) is within unincorporated 

Snohomish County.  

The land adjacent to the SR 99 Pre-Design Study corridor consists primarily of low-density 

commercial uses, often characterized by parking lots and driveways that directly connect to SR 

99. Beyond the immediate commercial zone, there is a mix of residential areas with varying 

densities, along with parks, open spaces, and wetlands. Institutions such as Edmonds College 

and Swedish Hospital are in the southern portion of the Lynnwood segment of SR 99. Zoning 

along the corridor is primarily commercial. 
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3 ENVIRONMENTAL SCREENING 

The environmental screening is meant to be exploratory, documenting potential environmental 

factors in the study area. The factors examined in this screening were chosen based on the 

criteria set forth in WSDOTôs Environmental Guidance for Planning Studies and Environmental 

Manual Chapter 200: Environmental Considerations in Transportation Planning (WSDOT n.d.-a; 

WSDOT 2024a). Environmental factors were evaluated using WSDOTôs GIS information and 

other publicly available data.  

The environmental screening provides information about the following topics: 

¶ Fish Passage Barriers 

¶ Habitat Connectivity Priorities  

¶ Chronic Environmental Deficiencies 

¶ Wetlands, Streams, and Environmental Mitigation Sites 

¶ Stormwater Best Management Practices (BMPs) and Retrofit Priorities 

¶ Noise Wall Retrofit Priorities 

¶ Historic Bridges 

¶ Hazardous Materials Contamination Sites 

¶ Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

¶ Air Quality  

¶ Climate Vulnerability 

¶ Environmental  Health Disparities 

¶ Section 4(f) Resources 

This planning-level environmental review focuses on human and natural environmental assets 

that have the potential to influence the development of future corridor projects and/or that could 

be subject to future environmental permits and approvals. This assessment does not examine 

the full range of environmental issues, which will be addressed during the analysis of 

alternatives and site-specific project development. 
 

The study area for most topics covered in the environmental screening is a 500-foot area from 
the centerline of SR 99 between 212th Street Southwest and Airport Road, as shown in Figure 
1. The area also includes the SR 99/SR 525 interchange. Some topics, including greenhouse 
gas emissions, air quality, and environmental health disparities, reviewed a larger study area, as 
described in those sections.  
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Figure 1. Environmental Screening Study Area  
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3.1 Fish Passage Barriers 

The WSDOT Fish Passage Barrier Removal Program coordinates with the Washington 

Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) and Tribal governments to inventory culverts on fish-

bearing streams on state-owned roadway facilities. Culverts are assessed based on how well 

those structures are allowing fish to access the habitat upstream of the crossing.  

The study area is entirely within Water Resource Inventory Area (WRIA) 8. As of October 2025, 

the WSDOT Fish Passage Inventory data identifies four culverts with existing fish use within the 

study area, as shown in Figure 2 (WSDOT 2020a). Two of these culverts are considered fish 

barriers, one is of unknown passability requiring additional WDFW review, and one is 

considered passable, as summarized from south to north in Table 1. No WSDOT fish passage 

delivery plan sites under construction or in design were identified within the study area. As part 

of the design process for future projects along the corridor, fish barrier inventory will be 

conducted for the project area in coordination with WDFW to confirm the barriersô status and 

identify any additional barriers.  

The four identified barriers are subject to the 2013 United States v. Washington Culvert 

Injunction, a federal court injunction requiring WSDOT to replace state-owned culverts in 

western Washington that pose barriers to fish passage with fish-passable structures. 

Additionally, any new or replaced structure over fish-bearing waters must be fish passable per 

Washington Administrative Code 220-660-190.   

 

Table 1. Culverts with Fish Use within the Study Area 

Site ID Milepost Fish Barrier Status Stream Name 

993095 47.66 Passable Scriber Creek 

934387 48.69 Total Blockage Unnamed Tributary (UNT) to 
Swamp Creek 

996216 49.00 Partial Blockage UNT to Scriber Creek 

993849 51.45 Unknown Blockage UNT to Swamp Creek 

Source: WSDOT 2020a 
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Figure 2. Fish Passage Inventory Map for the Study Area 

 
Source: WSDOT 2020a 
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3.2 Habitat Connectivity Priorities 

WSDOT identifies habitat connectivity priority areas to improve connectivity for animals in the 

region and to reduce collisions between wildlife and vehicles. Development poses the risk of 

habitat fragmentation and loss. The study area was evaluated for habitat connectivity priorities 

using the WSDOT ï Habitat Connectivity Investment Priorities, Pollinator Habitat Rank, and 

Urban Gateway Habitat Rank GIS layers, available through the WSDOT Fish Passage Inventory 

and Community Planning Portal 2.0 (Washington Spatial Data 2018 and 2022; WSDOT n.d.-b).  

WSDOTôs habitat connectivity investment priorities data establishes high, medium, and low 

priority ranks for ecological stewardship for the entire state highway system by 1-mile segments 

(Washington Spatial Data 2018). None of SR 99 or SR 525 in the study area is identified as a 

habitat connectivity investment priority area. 

The study area includes some roadway segments on SR 99 and SR 525 in the study area that 

are ranked low for both urban gateway and pollinator habitat rankings. Figure 3 shows the areas 

with low pollinator habitat rankings, and Figure 4 shows the areas with low urban gateway 

rankings, which are on SR 99 south and north of the SR 525 interchange and on SR 525 west 

and east of the SR 99 interchange.  

The study area does not have a ranking for monarch butterfly habitat.  
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Figure 3. Pollinator Habitat Rankings within the Study Area 

 
Source: Washington Spatial Data 2018 and 2022; WSDOT n.d.-b 
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Figure 4. Urban Gateway Habitat Rankings within the Study Area 

 
Source: Washington Spatial Data 2018 and 2022; WSDOT n.d.-b 
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3.3 Chronic Environmental Deficiencies 

A Chronic Environmental Deficiency (CED) is a location along the state highway system where 

recent, frequent, and chronic maintenance to WSDOT infrastructure from changing hydrologic 

conditions is causing impacts to fish or fish habitat. No CED projects were identified within the 

study area, which was confirmed using the WSDOT Fish Passage Inventory CED GIS layer 

(WSDOT 2020b).  

3.4 Wetlands, Streams, and Environmental Mitigation Sites 

According to a 2016 wetland inventory conducted by the NOAA Coastal Services Center under 

EPA grant funding for Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology), one wetland is 

mapped as overlapping the study area (Figure 5), in Lynnwood west of SR 99 and south of 

164th Street Southwest (Ecology n.d.-a). National Wetlands Inventory data was reviewed and   

found to align with the wetlands identified in Figure 5. Two waterbodies flow through the study 

area: Scriber Creek and Lundôs Gulch Creek. There are no WSDOT environmental mitigation 

sites in the study area according to the WSDOT Environmental Mitigation Sites GIS layer 

(WSDOT 2024b). Additional wetland and stream investigations and delineation will occur during 

the design phase. 
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Figure 5. Wetlands, Streams, and Environmental Mitigation Sites in and near the Study Area 

 
Source: Ecology n.d.-a; WSDOT 2024b; Lynnwood WA 2021 
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3.5 Stormwater Best Management Practice (BMP) Sites and Retrofit Priorities 

The study area is in the Lake Washington-Sammamish River subbasin of WRIA 8 Cedar - 

Sammamish.  

Section 303(d) of the Clean Water Act requires states to list waters that are ñimpairedò (do not 

meet water quality standards) and to develop Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) for these 

waterbodies. A TMDL sets the maximum amount of a pollutant allowed in a waterbody and 

outlines a plan for restoring water quality. No 303(d) listed waters are present within the study 

area. However, the southern portion of the study area is within the area subject to the Lake 

Ballinger Total Phosphorus TMDL. Most of the study area also falls within the Sammamish River 

and Tribs Multi-parameter TMDL, which is in development.  

A total of 146 WSDOT stormwater discharge points were identified along SR 99 between Airport 

Road and 164th Street Southwest, as shown in Figure 6 and Figure 7. A discharge point is 

where stormwater runoff from WSDOT highways is conveyed from the right of way by pipe, 

ditch, or another constructed conveyance element (WSDOT 2024e).  

A detailed list of these stormwater discharge points can be found in Appendix A. 
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Figure 6. TMDLs, 303(d) Listed Waters, and WSDOT Stormwater Discharge Points in the Study Area 

 
Source: Ecology n.d.-a; WSDOT 2025a 
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Figure 7. Closeup of TMDLs, 303(d) Listed Waters, and WSDOT Stormwater Discharge Points 

 
Source: Ecology n.d.-a; WSDOT 2025a 
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3.6 Noise Wall Retrofit Priorities 

The study area includes five existing noise walls along SR 525 (Mukilteo Speedway), as 

described in Table 2. Three of these noise walls are on the east side of SR 525 (northbound) 

and two on the west side of SR 525 (southbound) that overlap with one another. Only one wall, 

located at the SR 525 northbound Evergreen Way off-ramp, is entirely within the study area, as 

shown in Figure 8. All walls are listed as fixed. There are no proposed noise walls within the 

study area according to the WSDOT data, which was confirmed using the Community Planning 

Portal (WSDOT n.d.-b). Project-specific noise analyses may be triggered by project elements in 

accordance with WSDOTôs Environmental Manual (WSDOT 2024) during the design phase. 

 

Table 2. Noise Walls within the Study Area 
Location Retrofit 

Status 
Year 

Retrofit 
Fixed 

Material Length (ft) Max 
Height (ft) 

Starting 
Milepost 

Ending 
Milepost 

SR 525 
Northbound 

Fixed 1998 
Concrete/ 
Precast 

364 5 3.35 3.41 

SR 525 
Southbound 

Fixed 2004 
Precast 
Concrete 

3,951 10 3.16 3.43 

SR 525 
Northbound 

Fixed 1998 
Precast 
Concrete 

1,608 12 2.51 2.75 

SR 525 
Northbound 

Fixed 1984 Berm Only 1,148 10 2.10 2.34 

SR 525 
Southbound 

Fixed 2000 
Concrete/ 
Precast 

922 14 1.90 2.10 

Source: WSDOT n.d.-b  
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Figure 8. Existing Noise Walls in the Study Area 

 
Source: WSDOT 2024f; WSDOT 2025b 
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3.7 Historic Bridges 

In accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), WSDOT is required to 

inventory and assess the eligibility of historic bridges for listing in the National Register of 

Historic Places (NRHP). There are no historic or potentially historic bridges within the project 

limits. The only bridge (526/18) is an overpass for SR 526 over SR 99, is a concrete structure 

rebuilt in 1999.  

3.8 Hazardous Material Contamination Sites 

Hazardous material contamination sites were identified in the study area using the Washington 

State Department of Ecologyôs Whatôs in my Neighborhood Toxic Cleanup database (Ecology 

n.d.-b). A total of 45 hazardous materials contamination sites are present in the study area, as 

shown in Figure 9. Of these sites, nine are awaiting cleanup, 14 have started cleanup, and 22 

have completed cleanup and no further action is needed. During additional project phases, each 

site may undergo further analysis depending on their location and the potential impact of the 

project on the parcel. 
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Figure 9. Hazardous Materials Contamination Sites in the Study Area 

 
Source: Ecology n.d.-b 
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3.9 Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

The purpose of the SR 99/Lynnwood and Unincorporated Snohomish County Pre-Design Study 

is to improve the safety and mobility for all users of the SR 99 corridor, including pedestrians, 

bicyclists, and public transportation users, while integrating state routes into the local network. 

By addressing safety and mobility needs, the study aims to develop improvement options that 

provide safe and convenient connections for people walking, biking, rolling, and accessing 

transit. 

In 2024, WSDOT traffic counts along SR 99 within the study area recorded annual average daily 

traffic (AADT), traveling northbound and southbound, of between 20,000 and 41,000 trips, as 

shown in Figure 10. For the section of SR 525 within the study area, WSDOT documented 

AADT between 2,200 and 48,000 trips. Both SR 99 and SR 525 are classified as Principal 

Arterials by WSDOT. In Snohomish County, annual vehicle miles traveled (AVMT) in urban 

areas have been steadily increasing over the last four years, as shown in Table 3. 

By emphasizing the role of alternative forms of transportation in the SR 99 corridor, the project 

aims to reduce VMT.  

Table 3. State Highway (Interstate, State Route and U.S. Route) Centerline Miles and Annual Vehicle Miles of 

Travel (AVMT) in Thousands for All Urban Areas in Snohomish County  
Year Principal Arterial Miles Principal Arterial AVMT 

2024 127.50 1,203,506.7 

2023 127.50 1,229,157.8 

2022 123.73 1,179,172.2 

2021 123.73 1,169,110.1 

Source: WSDOT n.d.-d  
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Figure 10. WSDOT Annual Average Daily Traffic (AADT) Traffic Counts in the Study Area 

 

Source: WSDOT 2024g 
































