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IMPORTANT DATES

March 3, 2025 Notice of funding opportunity released.

March 25, 2025 Application available in the Grants Management System (GMS).

3 p.m., April 22, 2025 Applications due in GMS.

June 2025 Awards announced.

July 1, 2025 2025-2027 biennium begins.

June 30, 2027 2025-2027 biennium ends (grantees must spend funds by this
date).
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OVERVIEW

ABOUT THE RURAL TRANSIT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

Funding from the Rural Transit Assistance Program assists the design and implementation of
training and technical assistance projects, as well as other support services for rural and tribal
transportation providers.

APPLICATION DEADLINE
3 p.m., April 22, 2025.

FATAL FLAW POLICY

WSDOT uses a fatal flaw policy for its grant programs. WSDOT won't consider applications
containing fatal flaws for funding. WSDOT considers the following to be fatal flaws that will
cause an application to be rejected:

e Application is submitted after the deadline.

e Applicant isn’t in compliance with WSDOT’s “in good standing” policy.

IN GOOD STANDING POLICY

WSDOT is responsible for administering funds in accordance with federal and state laws. To
ensure compliance with these laws and commonly recognized best practices for grant
management, WSDOT has implemented an “in good standing” policy:

All recipients must maintain “in good standing” status to receive payments and be eligible for
future funding consideration from WSDOT.

ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS

Any private or public entity with experience and capacity for providing one or more of the eligible
projects below.

Note: WSDOT won't initiate contracts with debarred or suspended vendors documented at
WWW.Sam.gov.

ELIGIBLE PROJECTS

All eligible projects must develop content that is meaningful, focused, and relevant to the
operations of rural and tribal transportation providers. Applications should contain at least one of
the following for rural and tribal transportation providers, including, but not limited to:

o Creating transportation partnerships (tribal, nonprofit, transit agencies).
0 Washington State Public Transportation Conference.
o Community Transportation Association of the Northwest (CTANW) Summit.
0 Peer-to-peer collaboration events.

0 Mobility Management Summit or meetings that foster coordination efforts.
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e Trainings, tools and resources.
0 Volunteer driver program, planning, training.
o Rural/tribal transit planning (e.g., scheduling, routes, expansion, modification).

o Transit 101 and/or Transit Management 101 (i.e., training for new transit
managers presented at your facility or across the state).

= Can be live, online trainings (i.e., webinars), or recordings.

¢ Organizational capacity development in the areas of safety, risk management, and civil-
rights compliance, including the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).

Appendix A contains more specific examples of events and resources eligible for Rural Transit
Assistance Program funding.

AVAILABLE FUNDING

Up to $800,000 for the 2025-2027 biennium. Funds are contingent upon federal appropriation.

MATCHING FUNDS

Rural Transit Assistance Program funding doesn’t require local match.

PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION TIMELINE
You must spend funds prior to June 30, 2027.

PROGRAM GUIDANCE
49 U.S.C. Section 5311(b)(3)
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APPENDIX A: EXAMPLES OF EVENTS AND RESOURCES

Events that focus on training to increase safety, reduce legal risk, and ensure adherence to
federal and state rules, such as:

e Special needs service and awareness (i.e., ADA, mobility management, rider rights).

e Driver skills and volunteer-driver management.

e Dispatch skills.

e Drug and alcohol program management.

e Transit supervisor training, including accident investigation.

e Compliance training for administrative staff (i.e., federal procurement, civil rights, labor

law).

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Events that help rural transportation employees improve their skills and knowledge, such as:
e Leadership trainings for upper management and board members.
e Events and tools on laws, technology, best practices, tracking systems, training

methods, and other transportation topics.

PEER-TO-PEER COLLABORATION

Networking and collaboration (i.e., meetings, trainings, other events) to share knowledge, plan
for the future, and build peer relationships, such as:

e Sharing of industry best practices.
¢ Events with speakers or product demonstrations that peers will find useful.

e Access to lists, directories, or portals that encourage peer sharing.

STAND-ALONE TOOLS AND RESOURCES

Tools and resources that support training and peer events. Examples of tools and resources
may include, but isn’t limited to:

e Listservs or web portals dedicated to real-time training and technical assistance
opportunities in state and/or nationwide.

e Quarterly, monthly, or weekly newsletters covering industry news that benefit to rural
systems.

e Electronic resource libraries that include local and national resources and a link to the
Nation Rural Transit Assistance Program resource library.

e Technical briefs, manuals, directories, and research papers that benefit rural systems.

¢ Software purchases, and licensing fees used to support the training.
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APPENDIX B: ELIGIBLE EXPENSES

The following expenses are eligible for reimbursement under the Rural Transit Assistance
Program:

Speaker/presenter travel, room/board, and fee.
Facility rental costs.

Administrative costs (i.e., staff support) for organizing, developing, and implementing
deliverables.

Design, delivery, and maintenance costs for electronic resources (i.e., listserv, web
portal, website, newsletter, survey), including web-based meeting software or
subscriptions (i.e., Zoom, Go to Meeting).

Materials such as binders, guides, training aids, and flash-drives to support delivery
modes.

Research and related direct or indirect support to develop technical briefs, manuals, etc.

The following expenses aren't eligible for reimbursement:

Events or tools not developed for, or not resulting in a benefit for rural and/or tribal
transportation systems in Washington.

Tasks that directly duplicate other WSDOT-funded work, such as Consolidated Grant
Program application training or work done through a different Rural Transit Assistance
Program contract.

Administrative time working with federal or state lawmaking bodies.
Meals for staff or attendees at one-day or shorter events.
Alcoholic beverages.

Expenses excluded by federal cost principles (2 CER Part 200, Subpart E).
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APPENDIX C: GRANTEE REQUIREMENTS

WSDOT will work with you to cooperatively develop your budget and scope before the
beginning of the contract period on July 1, 2025.

You must upload quarterly status reports to GMS, including a narrative to document your
organization’s progress with funding and attendance reporting for events, meetings,
conferences, including course descriptions, sample marketing materials, attendance data, and
survey results.

Once per fiscal year, you must participate in review of your programs supported by Rural Transit
Assistance Program funds facilitated by the WSDOT program manager.

Page 7 of 11



2025-2027 RURAL TRANSIT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
NOTICE OF FUNDING OPPORTUNITY

English
Title VI Notice to Public

It is the Washington State Department of Transportation’s (WSDOT) policy to assure that no person shall, on the
grounds of race, color, national origin, as provided by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, be excluded from
participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise discriminated against under any of its programs and
activities. Any person who believes his/her Title VI protection has been violated, may file a complaint with WSDOT’s
Office of Equity and Civil Rights (OECR). For additional information regarding Title VI complaint procedures and/or
information regarding our non-discrimination obligations, please contact OECR’s Title VI Coordinator at (360) 705-
7090.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Information

This material can be made available in an alternate format by emailing the Office of Equity and Civil Rights at
wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov or by calling toll free, 855-362-4ADA(4232). Persons who are deaf or hard of hearing may
make a request by calling the Washington State Relay at 711.

Espafiol
Notificacion de Titulo VI al Publico

La politica del Departamento de Transporte del Estado de Washington (Washington State Department of
Transportation, WSDOT) es garantizar que ninguna persona, por motivos de raza, color u origen nacional, segun lo
dispuesto en el Titulo VI de la Ley de Derechos Civiles de 1964, sea excluida de la participacion, se le nieguen los
beneficios o se le discrimine de otro modo en cualquiera de sus programas y actividades. Cualquier persona que
considere que se ha violado su proteccion del Titulo VI puede presentar una queja ante la Oficina de Equidad y
Derechos Civiles (Office of Equity and Civil Rights, OECR) del WSDOT. Para obtener mas informacién sobre los
procedimientos de queja del Titulo VI o informacién sobre nuestras obligaciones contra la discriminacién,
comuniquese con el coordinador del Titulo VI de la OECR al (360) 705-7090.

Informacion de la Ley sobre Estadounidenses con Discapacidades (ADA, por sus siglas en inglés)

Este material puede estar disponible en un formato alternativo al enviar un correo electrénico a la Oficina de Equidad
y Derechos Civiles a wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov o llamando a la linea sin cargo 855-362-4ADA(4232). Personas
sordas o con discapacidad auditiva pueden solicitar la misma informacién llamando al Washington State Relay al
711.

g=o]-Korean
A6z TP FAALF
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pycckumr-Russian

Paspgen VI O6wecTBeHHOe 3asABrieHne

MonwuTnka OenaptameHTa TpaHcnopTa wrata BawwuHrroH (WSDOT) 3akntoyaeTcsi B TOM, YTOBbI MCKMOUUTL toOble
cnyyan AMCKPUMUHAaLMKW MO NPU3HAKY pachl, LiBETa KOXW, U HALMOHANbHOIO MPOVNCXOXAEHUS, KaK 3TO
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npepycMmoTpeHo Pasgenom VI 3akoHa o rpaxxgaHckux npasax 1964 roga, a Takke cnyvyan HegonyLeHns yvacTus,
TINLLEHWNS NBroT, UNK Apyrne opMbl AUCKPYMUHALMKM B paMKax ftoboi n3 cBoux nporpamMmm n meponpusaTtui. Jlioboe
n1uo, KOTOpOe CYUTaET, YTO ero CPeACcTBa 3almTel B pamkax pasgena VI 6binv HapyLleHbl, MOXeT nogaTb xanoby B
BegomcTtBO No Bonpocam paBeHCTBa U rpaxaaHckux npas WSDOT (OECR). [1ns gononHuTensHOW MHopMaumm o
npoueaype nofgaym xanobel Ha HecobnogeHve TpebosaHu pasgena VI, a Takke NonyvyeHns nHpopmMaumm o HaLmnx
obs13aTenbcTBax no 6opbbe ¢ AMCKpUMMHaLMEN, NoXanyncTa CBXUTeCh ¢ koopamHaTtopoMm OECR no pasgeny VI no
TenedoHy (360) 705-7090.

3akoH CLUA o 3awmTe npaB rpaxaaH ¢ orpaHU4eHHbIMU BO3MOXHOCTsAAMU (ADA)

3Ty MHOPMAaLIMIO MOXHO NOMYYUTb B anbTepHaTUBHOM hopmaTe, OTNpaBmB 3MIEKTPOHHOE NMCbMO B BegoMcTBO no
BOMpPOCaM paBeHCTBA W rpaXxaaHCcKux npas no agpecy wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov unv no3BoHvB no 6ecnnatHomy
TenedoHy 855-362-4ADA(4232). Myxue n cnabocnbiwallye niua MoryT caenatb 3anpoc, No3BoHUB B
cneumanbHyo aucneTyepckyto cryx0by wrata BawmHrroHn no Homepy 711.

tiéng Viét-Vietnamese
Théng bao Khoan VI danh cho céng ching

Chinh sach ctia S& Giao Théng Van Tai Tiéu Bang Washington (WSDOT) 14 bdo ddm khong dé cho ai bj loai khoi sw
tham gia, bj t khwédc quyén loi, hodc bi ky thj trong bat cir chwong trinh hay hoat déng nao vi ly do chdng téc, mau
da, ho&c ngudn gbc quéc gia, theo nhw quy dinh trong Muc VI ctia Pao Luat Dan Quyén ndm 1964. B4t c ai tin réng
quyén bao vé trong Muc VI clia ho bi vi pham, d&u cé thé ndp don khiéu nai cho V&n Phong Bao Vé Dan Quyén va
Binh Dang (OECR) ctia WSDOT. Mubn biét thém chi tiét lién quan dén tha tuc khiéu nai Muc VI va/hodc chi tiét lién
quan dén trach nhiém khong ky thi ctia chiing t6i, xin lién lac v&i Phéi Tri Vién Muc VI ctia OECR sb (360) 705-7090.

Théng tin vé Dao luat Ngwei My tan tat (Americans with Disabilities Act, ADA)

Tai liéu nay co thé thuc hién bang mét hinh thirc khac béng cach email cho Van Phong Béo Vé Dan Quyén va Binh
DPéang wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov hoéc goi dién thoai mién phi s6, 855-362- 4ADA(4232). Ngudi diéc hodc khiém
thinh c6 thé yéu cau bang cach goi cho Dich vu Tiép am Tiéu bang Washington theo sb 711.

i, - Arabic

O 5316 il 5 Al 5 b Ja 5l ) 5 Anbans ST ) sgaall JlaZ) (WSDOT) dualll sl o slll of 3yl ol e cpasds (5l slaial pre (o 3
Ll b e mpmia s LS el il Lo Sanail (el 5 L sy mlial) 50l n o sl Lol 5 Lemal s s 51 (o8 S Lkall (30 o il
olal Agiadll G sl 5 a ulad) 1964 B sl 51 sl e ) (5 5505 s ol Ll iy 01 6 g il 5 il ey (i N (s
A5l OECR) kil s 4l 5 i Jil 5155 il 5 5 Sl Cilel sl oy Adlm) il shea le J pemall | lll oy el oy Lslal 530 o
AL Gty Juaill oo sy el

.(360) 705-7090 il e dgadl (3 siall 5 31 sbusall o b (puilad)

(ADA) &)} (5 93 cyuS salll (1538 e glaa

e Al (3 giall 5 8l hall CiiSa ) 55 Y e Al Jla) ok e diy e 8 3 sall 238 b 5 (Sewsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov ce
el 1 il 52k 855-362-4ADA (4232)0=aaly (Sa
711 Aeady Jlailll Gy sk o s ai paudl ilaca i aallWashington State Relay &0 e

3 — Chinese
BUFRER)Y Title VIAY

<HERMEMNAZBEB(WSDOT)BURHLE, %M (1964  HREEZR) FNRHE, MOREANRFER, oS sEm gk
FRIEWSDOT/LAm i EfIIE &2 4h, BB rARERE RS s DAt 7 SO BEAR, AT NGB B SR (R HE LS T 2R I0
, AR WSDOTHIZA -l BAEHE A R (OECR)EAT T, M TR 26 /S 5 Ak iR wC A B8 & i AR/ e B A TR M FE IS 1R 3%
BHE, RS OECRIIE SR IHME, 7RG (360) 705-7090,

(EEBEANER) (ADAEE
][] R B RE BN SR 5 16 BB - B wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov a1 60 H B A
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855-362-4ADA(4232), LAt =EHR LB BE, W )3 R B0 ot B AS A L rT4RFT 7111 &R Washington H 4% #2uf .
Af-soomaaliga — Somali
Ciwaanka VI Ogeysiiska Dadweynaha

Waa siyaasada Waaxda Gaadiidka Gobolka Washington (WSDOT) in la xagqiijiyo in aan gofna, ayadoo la
cuskanaayo sababo la xariira isir, midab, ama wadanku kasoo jeedo, sida ku qoran Title VI (Qodobka VI) ee
Sharciga Xaquuqda Madaniga ah ah oo soo baxay 1964, laga saarin ka gaybgalka, loo diidin faa'iidooyinka, ama si
kale loogu takoorin barnaamijyadeeda iyo shaqooyinkeeda. Qof kasta oo aaminsan in difaaciisa Title VI la jebiyay,
ayaa cabasho u gudbin kara Xafiiska Sinaanta iyo Xaquugda Madaniga ah (OECR) ee WSDOT. Si aad u hesho xog
dheeraad ah oo ku saabsan hanaannada cabashada Title VI iyo/ama xogta la xariirta waajibaadkeena ka caagan
takoorka, fadlan la xariir Iskuduwaha Title VI ee OECR 00 aad ka wacayso (360) 705-7090.

Macluumaadka Xeerka Naafada Marykanka (ADA)

Agabkaan ayaad ku heli kartaa gaab kale adoo iimeel u diraaya Xafiiska Sinaanta iyo Xaquugda Madaniga ah oo aad
ka helayso wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov ama adoo wacaaya laynka bilaashka ah, 855-362-4ADA(4232). Dadka naafada
magalka ama magalku ku adag yahay waxay ku codsan karaan wicitaanka Adeega Gudbinta Gobolka Washington
711.
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Translation Services

If you have difficulty understanding English, you may, free of charge, request language assistance services by calling
360-705-7921 or email us at: PubTrans@wsdot.wa.gov

Espafiol - Spanish
Servicios de traduccion

Aviso a personas con dominio limitado del idioma inglés: Si usted tiene alguna dificultad en entender el idioma inglés,
puede, sin costo alguno, solicitar asistencia lingliistica con respecto a esta informacién llamando al 360-705-7921, o
envie un mensaje de correo electronico a: PubTrans@wsdot.wa.gov

tiéng Viét-Vietnamese
cac dich vu dich thuat

Néu quy vi khong hiéu tiéng Anh, quy vi cé thé yéu cau dich vu tro' gilip ngdn ngtk, mién phi, bang cach goi s6 360-
705-7921 hodc email cho ching t6i tai: PubTrans@wsdot.wa.gov

3+=o]-Korean
A A2~

G R 2F3HE A o] BHFIAITHH, 360-705-7921 2.2 HSFSIAI A T o] MU 2 Al A F85 Ao XY
AR =5 2 Ak 4= 95U th PubTrans@wsdot.wa.gov

pycckumr-Russian
Ycnyru nepeBoga

Ecnv Bam TpyaHO NOHMMATL aHIMNCKNIA A3bIK, Bbl MOXeTe 3anpocuTb 6ecnnaTtHble A3bIKOBbIe YCyri, NO3BOHMB MO
TenedoHy 360-705-7921 nnu Hanncas Ham Ha 3MEKTPOHHY0 noyTy: PubTrans@wsdot.wa.gov

Arabic - 43l
t&hd&gﬂ\
13) S 2a% Ry grm 6 agd ARl A iyl lied Laa Ul cilend 32l Ay salll e

PubTrans@wsdot.wa.qov: sk G Juai¥) &5l 360-705-7921 o Ll ja ye 3l 35 5y

Af-soomaaliga - Somali
Adeegyada Turjumaada

Haddii ay kugu adag tahay inaad fahamtid Ingiriisida, waxaad, bilaash, ku codsan kartaa adeegyada caawimada
luugada adoo wacaaya 360-705-7921 ama iimayl noogu soo dir: PubTrans@wsdot.wa.gov

132 — Chinese
FERS

R HME AP R IS, MHEEH: 360-705-7921, S FATRIE L FHEM:: PubTrans@wsdot.wa.gov, & 3K3FEH 7 5%
EEEIRS .
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