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ABOUT THE PUBLIC TRANSIT RIDESHARE GRANT PROGRAM

WSDOT'’s Public Transportation Division administers the Public Transit Rideshare Grant program
— formerly the Vanpool Investment Program — which supports rideshare programs at transit
agencies across Washington (RCW 47.66.160).

Transit agencies use these grant funds to expand rideshare fleets, replace aging rideshare
vehicles, and provide incentives to increase ridership. The funding allows transit agencies to
purchase rideshare vehicles with alternative fuel types, including low-emission plug-in hybrids
and zero-emission all-electric vehicles.

ABOUT THIS DOCUMENT

We've developed this document to answer frequently asked questions from grantees about the
Public Transit Rideshare Grant program. As we receive more questions, we’ll update this
document and post new versions on the Public Transit Rideshare webpage.

This document doesn’'t supersede any grant agreement. If any sections of this document are
inconsistent with the terms and conditions of your agreement, you're contractually bound to follow
the agreement.
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ELIGIBILITY

Q: Who is eligible to apply?
A: Washington state transit agencies are eligible to apply, including:

o City transit systems under RCW 35.58.2721 or Chapter 35.95A RCW.

¢ County public transportation authorities under Chapter 36.57 RCW.

e Metropolitan municipal corporation transit systems under Chapter 36.56 RCW.
e Public transportation benefit areas under Chapter 36.57A RCW.

e Unincorporated transportation benefit areas under RCW 36.57.100.

e Special-purpose districts formed to operate a public transportation system.

Q: Is planning (e.g., the preparation of fleet management plans) an eligible project cost?
A: No. The Public Transit Rideshare capital grant program supports two eligible project types:
capital (vehicle replacement, vehicle expansion, and equipment) and incentives.

Q: What kind of incentives projects are eligible for this grant program?

A: Projects funded by WSDOT must use incentives to optimize transportation infrastructure and
travel behavior. Projects should use incentives to influence a shift in mode choice, improve travel
time, and increase system efficiency. Incentive costs don't include wages, salaries, benefits, or
other operating costs.

Q: Are electric vehicles eligible for funding?

A: Vehicles of all fuel types are eligible. An application for electric vehicles must be applied for
along with an application for the supporting above-ground charging equipment or evidence that
the applicant already possesses sufficient supporting charging equipment.

Q: Is there an option to purchase vehicles other than vans?

A: Yes. Eligible rideshare vehicles can accommodate a minimum of three passengers up to a
maximum of 15 passengers, including the drivers (RCW 46.74.010).

Q: Is telematic equipment eligible?

A: Yes. Telematic equipment is eligible.

Eligible equipment is defined as equipment that supports agency safety, security, transition to
zero-emission, and/or fleet management as it relates to the rideshare program.

Q: Is dash camera equipment eligible?

A: Yes. Dash cameras are eligible.
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Eligible equipment is defined as equipment that supports agency safety, security, transition to
zero-emission, and/or fleet management as it relates to the rideshare program.
Q: Are subscriptions eligible?

A: Yes. Subscriptions may be eligible if required to support eligible equipment and only throughout
the duration in which the grant is funded (e.g., 2025-2027 biennium).

Eligible equipment is defined as equipment that supports agency safety, security, transition to
zero-emission, and/or fleet management as it relates to the rideshare program.
Q: Is software that manages rideshare programs and vehicles eligible?

A: Yes. Software that manages rideshare programs and vehicles is deemed an eligible capital
equipment cost along with associated software maintenance fees throughout the duration the
grant is funded (e.g., 2025-2027 biennium).

Q: If applying for replacement and expansion vehicles, can we purchase from multiple
vendors?

A: Yes. However, when accepting state funds, you must make sure you use a competitive
procurement process and follow your organization’s procurement process.

Q: If applying for replacement and expansion vehicles, is there a timeframe for when they
must be in service?

A: Yes. The vehicle must be in service within a 12-month period from the acceptance date of the
last expansion/replacement vehicle received or any time during the 2025-2027 biennium.

Q: Is rebuilding a vehicle an eligible expense?

A: No. Rebuilding a vehicle isn't eligible for Public Transit Rideshare program funding.

Q: Is charging equipment an eligible expense?

A: Purchase of charging equipment alone isn’t eligible for Public Transit Rideshare program
funding. However, you may purchase charging equipment with rideshare vehicles as part of an
application.
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APPLICATION SUBMISSION IN THE GRANTS MANAGEMENT SYSTEM
(GMS)

Q: If we have already registered in GMS for submission of other grants, do we need to re-
register specifically for this application?

A: No. If you have an active GMS account, you can apply for this grant opportunity. You must be
registered in GMS before accessing the Public Transit Rideshare application. For additional
assistance or more information regarding registration and training, visit the GMS webpage, email
GMS Support, or call 360-705-7711.

Q: Is WSDOT looking for specific information for the equity question in the incentive
project application?

A: No. We are not specifying how to answer this question. We are interested in finding out about
the communities that might be affected by the incentives program you are applying for. Your
answer helps us understand how your incentives program can be connected to equity. Areas of
greatest need could be one way of looking at it; you can also use Title VI or environmental analysis
and look at different demographics.

Q: What is the match requirement?

A: Starting in the 2025-2027 biennium, the Public Transit Rideshare Grant application includes
the match requirement listed in the table below (POL-538.1, Tiered match for transit agencies).

e The Public Transit Rideshare Grant program doesn’t require match for incentive projects.

o For capital projects, the Public Transit Rideshare Grant program uses a tiered match
approach to determine the minimum required match you must provide for vehicle
replacement, vehicle expansion, and/or equipment. Your required match is determined by
your agency’s most recent operating budget reported to the Washington State Transit

Association.

Tier level Operating budget Required match
Tier 1 $35 million or more 20 percent
Tier 2 $20 million to $34.9 million 15 percent
Tier 3 $10 million to $19.9 million 10 percent
Tier 4 $5 million to $9.9 million 5 percent
Tier 5 Less than $5 million 0 percent
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FUNDING INFORMATION

Q: What's the available funding?

A: In the 2023-2025 biennium, WSDOT had approximately $10 million in grant funding for the
Public Transit Rideshare Grant. The Legislature will determine the 2025-2027 biennium funding
level in the 2025 legislative session.

Q: Is there a maximum grant request allowed for purchasing a rideshare vehicle?

A: No. Cost caps have been removed.

Q: If awarded, do funds need to be expended by a certain time?

A: You must complete Public Transit Rideshare grant-funded projects during the biennium for
which they are awarded (i.e., awards for 2025-2027 must be spent by June 30, 2027, which is the
end of the 2025-2027 biennium).

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

For additional information, check the application instructions and Public Transit Rideshare
Program Guidebook.

Each grant recipient will have an assigned WSDOT community transportation planner who'll
provide support, technical assistance, and compliance oversight of grants in their geographic
area. If you have additional questions, contact PTDgrants@wsdot.wa.gov.
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English
Title VI Notice to Public

It is the Washington State Department of Transportation’s (WSDOT) policy to assure that no person shall, on the
grounds of race, color, national origin, as provided by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, be excluded from
participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise discriminated against under any of its programs and activities.
Any person who believes his/her Title VI protection has been violated, may file a complaint with WSDOT’s Office of
Equity and Civil Rights (OECR). For additional information regarding Title VI complaint procedures and/or information
regarding our non-discrimination obligations, please contact OECR’s Title VI Coordinator at (360) 705-7090.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Information

This material can be made available in an alternate format by emailing the Office of Equity and Civil Rights at
wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov or by calling toll free, 855-362-4ADA(4232). Persons who are deaf or hard of hearing may
make a request by calling the Washington State Relay at 711.

Espafiol
Notificaciéon de Titulo VI al Publico

La politica del Departamento de Transporte del Estado de Washington (Washington State Department of
Transportation, WSDOT) es garantizar que ninguna persona, por motivos de raza, color u origen nacional, segun lo
dispuesto en el Titulo VI de la Ley de Derechos Civiles de 1964, sea excluida de la participacion, se le nieguen los
beneficios o se le discrimine de otro modo en cualquiera de sus programas y actividades. Cualquier persona que
considere que se ha violado su proteccion del Titulo VI puede presentar una queja ante la Oficina de Equidad y
Derechos Civiles (Office of Equity and Civil Rights, OECR) del WSDOT. Para obtener mas informacién sobre los
procedimientos de queja del Titulo VI o informacién sobre nuestras obligaciones contra la discriminacion, comuniquese
con el coordinador del Titulo VI de la OECR al (360) 705-7090.

Informacion de la Ley sobre Estadounidenses con Discapacidades (ADA, por sus siglas en inglés)

Este material puede estar disponible en un formato alternativo al enviar un correo electrénico a la Oficina de Equidad
y Derechos Civiles a wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov o llamando a la linea sin cargo 855-362-4ADA(4232). Personas sordas
o con discapacidad auditiva pueden solicitar la misma informacién llamando al Washington State Relay al 711.
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pycckumr-Russian
Pasgen VI O6uwecTBeHHOe 3asiBneHue

Monutuka [OenaptameHTa TpaHcnopTa wrata BawuHrmoH (WSDOT) 3akntodaeTcst B TOM, YTOObI UCKNIOYNTL Nobble
crnyyan [OUCKpUMMHaUMM MO MpU3HaKy pacbl, LBeTa KOXW, WM HaUMOHaNbHOTO MPOUCXOXAEHWS, Kak 93To
npegycMmoTpeHo pasgenom VI 3akoHa o MpaxgaHckux lMpaBax 1964 roga, a Takke crnydYau HegomMyLEeHUs yy4acTus,
NWLWEHNS NbroT, Unu apyrne hopmbl AUCKPUMUHALMK B paMKkax noboin 13 cBomx nporpamMm n meponpusituia. Jlio6oe
NnLO, KOTOPOE CYMTaEeT, YTO ero cpeacTBa 3aluThl B paMkax pasgena VI Obinv HapyLieHbl, MOXeT nogaTth anoby B
BegomcTtBo no Bonpocam PaBseHcTtBa m MpaxpaHckmx Mpae WSDOT (OECR). [Ansa gononHUTenbHOM nHdopmaumm o
npouegype nogayu xanobbl Ha HecobniogeHve TpeboBaHui pasgena VI, a Takke nonyveHns MHoOpMaLum o Halmx
obs3aTenbcTBax nNo 6opbbe ¢ AUCKpMMUHALUMEN, NoXanyncTa cBsKnTech ¢ koopauHatopom OECR no pasgeny VI no
TenedoHy (360) 705-7090.

3akoH CLUA o 3awmTe npaB rpaxaaH ¢ orpaHU4eHHbIMU BO3MOXHocTsiIMU (ADA)

3Ty MHMOPMaLMIO MOXHO MOMNy4YMTb B anbTepHaTMBHOM dhopmaTte, OTNpaBuB 3NEKTPOHHOE NMCbMO B BegomcTBo no
Bonpocam PaBeHcTtBa u paxxgaHckux NpaB no agpecy wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov unm no3BoHMB no GecnnaTHOMY
TenedoHy 855-362-4ADA(4232). nyxue n cnabocnbiwalime nuua MoryT caenatb 3anpoc, NO3BOHMB B crneuunanbHy o
amcneTtyepckyto cnyxby wraTta BawmHItoH no Homepy 711.

tiéng Viét-Vietnamese
Théng bdo Khoan VI danh cho cong chiing

Chinh sach ctia S& Giao Théng Van Tai Tiéu Bang Washington (WSDOT) 1a bdo dam khéng dé cho ai bj loai khoi sw
tham gia, bi tir khwé'c quyén loi, hodc bi ky thi trong bat clr chwong trinh hay hoat déng nao vi ly do chiing téc, mau
da, hodc ngudn gbc quéc gia, theo nhw quy dinh trong Muc VI ctia Pao Luat Dan Quyén ndm 1964. Bat c ai tin réng
quyén bao vé trong Muc VI cla ho bj vi pham, d&u c6 thé ndp don khiéu nai cho Van Phong Bao Vé Dan Quyén va
Binh Ddng (OECR) ctia WSDOT. Mubn biét thém chi tiét lién quan dén tha tuc khiéu nai Muc VI va/hodc chi tiét lién
quan dén trach nhiém khong ky thi ctia chiing t6i, xin lién lac véi Phdi Tri Vién Muc VI ctia OECR sb (360) 705-7090.

Théng tin vé Pao luat Ngwoi My tan tat (Americans with Disabilities Act, ADA)

Tai liéu nay co thé thuc hién badng mét hinh thirc khac béng cach email cho Van Phong Bao Vé Dan Quyén va Binh
Pang wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov hoéc goi dién thoai mién phi s6, 855-362- 4ADA(4232). Ngudi diéc hodc khiém
thinh c6 thé yéu cau bang cach goi cho Dich vu Tiép am Tiéu bang Washington theo sb 711.
i, - Arabic
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el sl il 52k 855-362-4ADA (4232) a5y (Sa
711 Aeady Jlailll Gy sk o s i paudl ilaca i aallWashington State Relay &0 e
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132 — Chinese
(BUFIRERY Title VIAE

<FEREMEN @ (WSDOT)BURMUE, M (1964  FRHEER) HBARBUE, MelRIEARTRR, F8 Qs EEEm
PREWSDOTEAEH NG B .2 4h, #RIEARBARE A B LA 5 AOE BB AL, AR G824 LA N IR IR HEAR i B (R AL
o RIAT A WSDOT 3 P An BORERE 22 25 (OECR)FEAS #¢ v, AR BRI 05 /5 i it 2R B 25 8 SN e B IR FRAM D B 22
BHIEN, HBHEOECRIE AR iR, A% (360) 705-7090,

(CEEBRREANER) (ADAEE
W )28 S ERERE N 25 48 04 7B T- T hwsdotada@wsdot.wa.govEk i T 2 2
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Af-soomaaliga — Somali
Ciwaanka VI Ogeysiiska Dadweynaha

Waa siyaasada Waaxda Gaadiidka Gobolka Washington (WSDOT) in la xagqiijiyo in aan gofna, ayadoo la cuskanaayo
sababo la xariira isir, midab, ama wadanku kasoo jeedo, sida ku goran Title VI (Qodobka VI) ee Sharciga Xaquuqgda
Madaniga ah ah oo soo baxay 1964, laga saarin ka qaybgalka, loo diidin faa'iidooyinka, ama si kale loogu takoorin
barnaamijyadeeda iyo shaqooyinkeeda. Qof kasta oo aaminsan in difaaciisa Title VI la jebiyay, ayaa cabasho u gudbin
kara Xafiiska Sinaanta iyo Xaquugda Madaniga ah (OECR) ee WSDOT. Si aad u hesho xog dheeraad ah oo ku
saabsan hanaannada cabashada Title VI iyo/ama xogta la xariirta waajibaadkeena ka caagan takoorka, fadlan la xariir
Iskuduwaha Title VI ee OECR o0 aad ka wacayso (360) 705-7090.

Macluumaadka Xeerka Naafada Marykanka (ADA)

Agabkaan ayaad ku heli kartaa qaab kale adoo iimeel u diraaya Xafiiska Sinaanta iyo Xaquugda Madaniga ah oo aad
ka helayso wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov ama adoo wacaaya laynka bilaashka ah, 855-362-4ADA(4232). Dadka naafada
magalka ama magalku ku adag yahay waxay ku codsan karaan wicitaanka Adeega Gudbinta Gobolka Washington
711.
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Translation Services

If you have difficulty understanding English, you may, free of charge, request language assistance services by calling
360-705-7921 or email us at: PubTrans@wsdot.wa.gov

Espafiol - Spanish
Servicios de traduccion

Aviso a personas con dominio limitado del idioma inglés: Si usted tiene alguna dificultad en entender el idioma inglés,
puede, sin costo alguno, solicitar asistencia lingiiistica con respecto a esta informacién llamando al 360-705-7921, o
envie un mensaje de correo electronico a: PubTrans@wsdot.wa.gov

tiéng Viét-Vietnamese
cac dich vu dich thuat

Néu quy vi khéng hiéu tiéng Anh, quy vj c6 thé yéu ciu dich vu tro giip ngdn ngl¥, mién phi, bang cach goi s 360-
705-7921 hodc email cho ching ti tai: PubTrans@wsdot.wa.gov

3l=ro}-Korean

SERE PN

pycckun-Russian
Ycnyru nepeBoga

Ecnv Bam TpyaHO NOHMMATL aHIMNCKMIA A3bIK, Bbl MOXETE 3anpocuTb 6ecnnaTtHble A3bIKOBbIE YCIyri, MO3BOHMB MO
TenedoHy 360-705-7921 nnu Hanncas Ham Ha 3MEKTPOHHY0 noyTy: PubTrans@wsdot.wa.gov

Arabic - &l

F cilas daa il

13) i€ a3 Ay sracn (B agd Aadl) & Salaiyle @i Lo U Calls ciland saclusall 3y 2l e

PubTrans@wsdot.wa.gov:_k G Juai¥) o8 il 7921-705-360 sl Lilul e s 3l 5 Y
Af-soomaaliga - Somali
Adeegyada Turjumaada

Haddii ay kugu adag tahay inaad fahamtid Ingiriisida, waxaad, bilaash, ku codsan kartaa adeegyada caawimada
luugada adoo wacaaya 360-705-7921 ama iimayl noogu soo dir: PubTrans@wsdot.wa.gov

13 — Chinese
R4

N RAEAME AR T ST, MBS : 360-705-7921, A TRATKIEHFIELE: PubTrans@wsdot.wa.gov, 1ERIKEF 7%
EETRIRS .
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