
Tire Chain Requirements 
 

When signs marked “vehicles over 10,000 GVWR” or “all vehicles - chains required (except all-wheel drive)” are posted, all vehicles over 10,000 lbs. GVWR must have tire chains mounted on the tires as required. 
 

 
 
 

2 to 4 axles 
 
 
 
 

 
 

One tire on each side of the drive axle. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Either drive axle, one tire on each side, same axle. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

One tire on each side of the drive axle and one tire on either side of the trailer. 
This includes auto transporters with single drive axles. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Either drive axle, one tire on each side of the same axle and one tire on either 
side of the trailer 

 
 

5 axles 
 
 
 
 

 
 

All tires on one drive axle and one tire on either side of last trailer axle. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

All tires on the drive axle and one tire on either side of the last axle of the last 
trailer. 

 
 
 

 
 

All tires on one drive axle or one tire on each side of both drive axles. One tire 
on either side of either trailer axle. This includes Automobile Transporters 

 
 
 
 

 
Tractors equipped with super-single tires:  

Chain each tire on each drive axle.  
(Refer to other illustrations for trailer chain requirements.) 

 
 

6 or more axles 
 
 
 
 

 
 

All tires on the drive axle and one tire on either side of the last axle of the last 
trailer. 

 
 
 

 
 

All tires on one drive axle and one tire on either side of the last two axles. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

All tires on one drive axle and one tire on either side of the last axle of the last 
trailer. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Only on six or more axle combinations when posted “ALL VEHICLES CHAINS 
REQUIRED” one additional tire on each side of the drive axle shall be chained. 

 

 
 
WINTER ROAD INFORMATION: DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION online at WWW.WSDOT.WA.GOV for traffic cameras and mountain pass report information. 
 WASHINGTON STATE PATROL online at WWW.WSP.WA.GOV. 
  

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/
http://www.wsp.wa.gov./

