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State Buses and Bus Facilities Grant Program
2027-2029 Notice of Funding Opportunity

Purpose

The State Buses and Bus Facilities grant program provides funding to transit authorities for:
¢ Replacement, expansion, rehabilitation, and purchase of transit rolling stock.
e Construction, modification, or rehabilitation of transit facilities.

e Adapting to technological change or innovation through the retrofitting of transit rolling stock and
facilities.

¢ New: Improvements or modifications to buses and facilities that increase safety and security.

This grant is supported by state funding from Washington’s Climate Commitment Act (CCA) (100 percent).
The CCA supports Washington’s climate action efforts by putting cap-and-invest dollars to work reducing
climate pollution, creating jobs, and improving public health. Information about the CCA is available at
www.climate.wa.gov.

Available funding

WSDOT anticipates up to $38 million in state funding for State Buses and Bus Facilities grants in the 2027-
2029 biennium. The Legislature will determine the funding level during the 2027-2029 legislative session.

WSDOT will ensure equitable distribution to large urban, small urban, and/or rural transit agencies across
the state. WSDOT will set aside at least 10 percent of the total amount of the legislative budget for the
program for rural or small urban transit agencies with an operating budget of less than $15 million. If there
aren’t enough projects to use the 10 percent set aside for rural or small urban transit agencies, WSDOT will
award funds to other projects.

Eligible applicants

Any transit agency in Washington state is an eligible applicant. A transit agency is defined as:
e City transit system under RCW 35.58.2721 or chapter 35.95A RCW.
e County public transportation authority under chapter 36.57 RCW.

e Metropolitan municipal corporation transit system under chapter 36.56 RCW.
¢ Public transportation benefit area under chapter 36.57A RCW.

¢ Unincorporated transportation benefit area under RCW 36.57.100.

e Special purpose district formed to operate a public transportation system.

Eligible projects and related costs

Vehicles and equipment applications must be two-year projects only. Construction projects may be two or
four years.
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Capital projects and related expenditures may include:
e Replacement, expansion, rehabilitation, and purchase of transit rolling stock.
e Construction, modification, or rehabilitation of transit facilities.

e Adapting to technological change or innovation through the retrofitting of transit rolling stock and
facilities.

e New: Improvements or modifications to buses and facilities that increase safety and security (armed
security and security personnel costs are not eligible).

Match requirement

Applicants must provide matching funds in the form of direct contributions at a certain percentage of total
project costs. Direct contributions are cash or assets that directly benefit the project and are fundamental to
implementing the project.

The State Buses and Bus Facilities grant program uses a tiered match system to determine the minimum
required match an applicant must provide. Match is determined by the transit agency’s most recent
operating budget.

Tier level Operating budget Required match
Tier 1 $35 million or more 20 percent
Tier 2 $20 million to $34.9 million 15 percent
Tier 3 $10 million to $19.9 million 10 percent
Tier 4 $5 million to $9.9 million 5 percent
Tier 5 Less than $5 million No match required

Previous eligible expenditures directly associated with the proposed project may qualify as match.
Applicants may also use other grant funds as match, except for competitive state-funded grants
administered by WSDOT'’s Public Transportation Division.

Requirement for environmental justice assessments

An environmental justice assessment is required for any grant applicant requesting $15 million or more in
funding for a project from a single WSDOT grant program.

The State Buses and Bus Facilities grant program application includes environmental justice assessment
guestions.

Application deadline

3 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 18, 2026

Award period
July 1, 2027 — June 30, 2029 (two-year projects)
July 1, 2027 — June 30, 2031 (four-year projects)

Application

Applicants must use the online Grants Management System (GMS) to submit the 2027-2029 State Buses
and Bus Facilities Grant application. The application will be available in GMS on Tuesday, June 16, 2026.
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Applicants must be registered in GMS before accessing the application. The GMS registration instructions
provide a step-by-step guide for new users to create an account. WSDOT strongly encourages applicants to
complete GMS registration prior to the application opening. For additional assistance with GMS registration
and training, email PTDGMSsupport@wsdot.wa.gov or call 360-705-7711.

Applicants may submit more than one application. Separate applications are required for each individual
project.

The State Buses and Bus Facilities Grant application deadline is 3 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 18, 2026.
Applications received after this date and time will not be accepted. WSDOT encourages applicants to
submit applications before the deadline to allow time to address any unforeseen issues.

GMS will autogenerate a confirmation email for the submission of each application. This confirmation does
not indicate that the application is complete or that it has been reviewed by WSDOT.
Evaluation criteria
An independent review panel will evaluate applications based on the following evaluation criteria:
o Demonstration of need.
e Demonstration of benefits.
e Locallregional prioritization, including demonstrated alignment with planning priorities.

e Project implementation strategy, including the demonstrated readiness of the project for
implementation.

e Project experience.

Fuel type won’t be a factor in the grant selection process (RCW 47.66.130(2)(c)(d)). Additionally, WSDOT
can’'t award more than 35 percent of funding to any one applicant each biennium. WSDOT reserves the
right to fund a portion of a proposed project if it possesses independent utility and the applicant indicates
the project/application is scalable.

Policy priorities

Projects will first be evaluated using the evaluation criteria identified above. Once the initial evaluation is
complete, WSDOT may further prioritize projects for funding based on the following criteria:

e Geographic diversity across rural and urban communities in different counties.

e Projects that are less competitive for funding under other state or federal programs.

Fatal flaw review

WSDOT follows a formal fatal flaw policy for its grant applications. Applications with fatal flaws will not be
scored by the evaluation panel.

An application will have a fatal flaw if it's from an applicant that isn’t in compliance with WSDOT’s in good
standing policy. For information about the in good standing policy, see the Public Transportation Grant
Guidebook (Sec. 1.8.1).

Important dates
e May 19, 2026: WSDOT posts notice of funding opportunity.
e June 16, 2026: Grant application becomes available in GMS.
e 3 p.m.Aug. 18, 2026: Grant applications due in GMS.

o Aug. 19 — Sept. 22, 2026: Evaluation panel reviews and scores applications.
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e June 2027: WSDOT sends grant award letters to selected grantees (subject to budget bill
enactment).

o July 1, 2027: 2025-2027 biennium begins.
e June 30, 2029: 2025-2027 biennium ends.
e June 30, 2031: Four-year projects end.

Application questions

For more information about the State Buses and Bus Facilities grant program, contact WSDOT at
PTDGrants@wsdot.wa.gov.

Grants Management System support
Email PTDGMSsupport@wsdot.wa.gov or call 360-705-7711 for GMS technical issues or questions.

2027-2029 WSDOT State Buses and Bus Facilities Grant Program


mailto:PTDGrants@wsdot.wa.gov
mailto:PTDGMSsupport@wsdot.wa.gov

English
Title VI Notice to Public

It is the Washington State Department of Transportation’s (WSDOT) policy to assure that no person shall, on the grounds of race, color, national
origin, as provided by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise
discriminated against under any of its programs and activities. Any person who believes his/her Title VI protection has been violated, may file a
complaint with WSDOT's Office of Equity and Civil Rights (OECR). For additional information regarding Title VI complaint procedures and/or
information regarding our non-discrimination obligations, please contact OECR’s Title VI Coordinator at (360) 705-7090.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Information

This material can be made available in an alternate format by emailing the Office of Equity and Civil Rights at wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov or by calling
toll free, 855-362-4ADA(4232). Persons who are deaf or hard of hearing may make a request by calling the Washington State Relay at 711.

Espafiol
Notificacion de Titulo VI al Pablico

La politica del Departamento de Transporte del Estado de Washington (Washington State Department of Transportation, WSDOT) es garantizar
gue ninguna persona, por motivos de raza, color u origen nacional, segun lo dispuesto en el Titulo VI de la Ley de Derechos Civiles de 1964, sea
excluida de la participacion, se le nieguen los beneficios o se le discrimine de otro modo en cualquiera de sus programas y actividades. Cualquier
persona que considere que se ha violado su proteccion del Titulo VI puede presentar una queja ante la Oficina de Equidad y Derechos Civiles
(Office of Equity and Civil Rights, OECR) del WSDOT. Para obtener mas informacion sobre los procedimientos de queja del Titulo VI o informacion
sobre nuestras obligaciones contra la discriminacién, comuniquese con el coordinador del Titulo VI de la OECR al (360) 705-7090.

Informacion de la Ley sobre Estadounidenses con Discapacidades (ADA, por sus siglas en inglés)

Este material puede estar disponible en un formato alternativo al enviar un correo electrénico a la Oficina de Equidad y Derechos Civiles a
wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov o llamando a la linea sin cargo 855-362-4ADA(4232). Personas sordas o con discapacidad auditiva pueden solicitar la
misma informacion llamando al Washington State Relay al 711.
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pycckumn-Russian
Paspnen VI O6wecTBeHHOe 3asiBreHue

MonuTnka AenaptameHTa TpaHcnopTa wrata BawwuHrton (WSDOT) 3akntoyaeTcst B TOM, YTOBbI MCKMIOUUTL Nobblie cryyam
AVCKPUMMHALMM NO MPU3HAaKY pachbl, LBETa KOXWU UMW HALMOHaNbHOIo NPOUCXOXAEHWS, Kak 9To npedycmoTpeHo Pasgenom VI
3akoHa o rpaxgaHckux npasax 1964 roga, a Takke crnyyan HegonyLeHUs y4acTus, ULEHNs NbroT unu apyrne gopmsl
AVCKPUMMHALMK B pamkax Noborn 13 cBovx nporpamm n meponpusatuii. Jlloboe nuuo, KOTopoe cYMTaeT, YTOo ero cpeacTaa 3almThbl
B pamkax pasgena VI 6binn HapyLueHbl, MOXeT noAath »xanoby B BegomcTeBo no Bonpocam paBeHCTBa U FPaxgaHCKMX Npas
WSDOT (OECR). inst gononH1TensHON nHgopmalmm o npoueaype nogadm xanobbl Ha HecobnogeHve TpeboBaHuii pasgena VI,
a TaKke nonyyeHus MHopMaLumm o Hawmnx obsasatenbcTBax no 6opbbe ¢ AMCKpUMMHaLMER, NoXanyncTa, CBSXUTECH C
koopanHaTopoM OECR no pasgeny VI no tenedoHy (360) 705-7090.

3akoH CLUA o 3awmTe npaB rpaxaaH ¢ orpaHU4eHHbIMM BO3MOXHOCTsIMU (ADA)

OTY MHOPMaLMIO MOXHO NOMYYUTb B anbTepHaTUBHOM hopmaTe, OTNPaBuUB 3N1IEKTPOHHOE NMCbMO B BegomMcTBo no Bonpocam
paBeHCTBa U rpaxxgaHckux npas no agpecy wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov unm no3soHuB no 6ecnnatHomy TenedoHy 855-362-
4ADA(4232). I'nyxve n cnabocnbiwalyme nuua MoryT caenaTtb 3anpoc, MO3BOHMB B CreLuanbHyo Ancnetyepckyto cnyxOy wraTa
BalunHIToH no Homepy 711.

tiéng Viét-Vietnamese

Thong bao Khoan VI danh cho céng ching
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Chinh séch ctia S& Giao Théng Van Tai Tiéu Bang Washington (WSDOT) 1& bdo dam khéng dé cho ai bj loai khdi sw tham gia, bi tir khuwéc quyén
loi, hodc bi ky thi trong bat cir chwong trinh hay hoat déng nao vi ly do chiing toc, mau da, hodc ngudn gbc québc gia, theo nhw quy dinh trong Muc
VI cia Dao Luat Dan Quyén ndm 1964. Bt ¢t ai tin rdng quy&n bao vé trong Muc VI cla ho bi vi pham, d&u cé thé ndp don khiéu nai cho Van
Phong Bao V& Dan Quyén va Binh Bang (OECR) clia WSDOT. Mudn biét thém chi tiét lien quan dén tha tuc khiéu nai Muc VI va/hoac chi tiét lién
quan dén trach nhiém khong ky thi cGa chang t6i, xin lién lac véi Phdi Tri Vién Muc VI ctia OECR sb (360) 705-7090.

Théng tin vé Pao luat Ngwdi My tan tat (Americans with Disabilities Act, ADA)
Tai liéu nay c6 thé thwc hién bang mét hinh thirc khac bang cach email cho Van Phong Bao V& Dan Quyén va Binh Bang

wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov hodc goi dién thoai mién phi s6, 855-362- 4ADA(4232). Ngwoi diéc hodc khiém thinh c6 thé yéu cau bang cach goi cho
Dich vu Tiép am Tiéu bang Washington theo sé 711.
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Af-soomaaliga — Somali
Ciwaanka VI Ogeysiiska Dadweynaha

Waa siyaasada Waaxda Gaadiidka Gobolka Washington (WSDOT) in la xagiijiyo in aan gofna, ayadoo la cuskanaayo sababo la xariira isir, midab,
ama wadanku kasoo jeedo, sida ku goran Title VI (Qodobka VI) ee Sharciga Xaquugda Madaniga ah ah oo soo baxay 1964, laga saarin ka
gaybgalka, loo diidin faa'iidooyinka, ama si kale loogu takoorin barnaamijyadeeda iyo shaqooyinkeeda. Qof kasta oo aaminsan in difaaciisa Title VI
la jebiyay, ayaa cabasho u gudbin kara Xafiiska Sinaanta iyo Xaquugda Madaniga ah (OECR) ee WSDOT. Si aad u hesho xog dheeraad ah oo ku
saabsan hanaannada cabashada Title VI iyo/ama xogta la xariirta waajibaadkeena ka caagan takoorka, fadlan la xariir Iskuduwaha Title VI ee
OECR 00 aad ka wacayso (360) 705-7090.

Macluumaadka Xeerka Naafada Marykanka (ADA)

Agabkaan ayaad ku heli kartaa gaab kale adoo iimeel u diraaya Xafiiska Sinaanta iyo Xaquugda Madaniga ah oo aad ka helayso
wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov ama adoo wacaaya laynka bilaashka ah, 855-362-4ADA(4232). Dadka naafada magalka ama magalku ku adag yahay
waxay ku codsan karaan wicitaanka Adeega Gudbinta Gobolka Washington 711.
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Translation Services

If you have difficulty understanding English, you may, free of charge, request language assistance services by calling 360-705-7921 or email us at:
PubTrans@wsdot.wa.gov

Espafiol - Spanish
Servicios de traduccién

Aviso a personas con dominio limitado del idioma inglés: Si usted tiene alguna dificultad en entender el idioma inglés, puede, sin costo alguno,
solicitar asistencia linglistica con respecto a esta informacién llamando al 360-705-7921, o envie un mensaje de correo electrénico a:
PubTrans@wsdot.wa.gov

tiéng Viét-Vietnamese
cac dich vu dich thuat

Néu quy vi khong hiéu tiéng Anh, quy vi c6 thé yéu cau dich vu tre gitip ngdn ngt¥, mién phi, bang cach goi s6 360-705-7921 hodc email cho chiing
t0i tai: PubTrans@wsdot.wa.gov
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PubTrans@wsdot.wa.gov

pycckumn-Russian
Ycnyru nepeBoaa

Ecnuv Bam TpyaHO NOHMMaTb aHIMUACKMIA A3bIK, Bbl MOXETE 3anpocuTb 6ecnnaTtHble A3bIKoBble YCyry, M03BOHMB No TenedoHy 360-
705-7921 nnu HanMcaB HaM Ha 3NEKTPOHHYIO NOYTY: PubTrans@wsdot.wa.gov

Arabic - Ll
'cgﬁuéaagﬂ\
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PubTrans@wsdot.wa.qov: sk G: Juai¥) & 1L 7921-705-360 i Lilul o e 3l 5 i<ly)

Af-soomaaliga - Somali
Adeegyada Turjumaada

Haddii ay kugu adag tahay inaad fahamtid Ingiriisida, waxaad, bilaash, ku codsan kartaa adeegyada caawimada luugada adoo wacaaya 360-705-
7921 ama iimayl noogu soo dir:

H3C — Chinese
RS

AN AEAE ABR AR, MIEBE: 360-705-7921, s FATRIZ R TIRMF: PubTrans@wsdot.wa.gov, R G 15 5 IS -
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