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Section 1 
Introduction: Materials Approval 

Prior to use, the Contractor must notify the Engineer of all materials proposed for permanent 
incorporation into the project in accordance with Standard Specifications Section 1-06.1. This 
may be accomplished by submitting a product listed on the Qualified Product List (QPL), an 
approved aggregate source from the Aggregate Source Approval (ASA) Database, or a Request 
for Approval of Material (RAM) (DOT Form 350-071 EF). Note: Electrical Approved Products 
List (E-APL) materials can be submitted on a RAM form. 

The Construction Manual is a tool used by the Project Office for materials approval and 
acceptance. It aligns with the language and intent of the Standard Specifications. To use this 
reference effectively, the user must have a thorough understanding of the contract, contract 
plans, contract provisions, and the Standard Specifications, in addition to this manual. Section 9-
4 contains specific approval and acceptance information for most materials. It identifies 
requirements for temporary materials and materials that may be accepted by pre-approved lots. 
The Construction Manual can be accessed online at: 
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/publications/manuals/fulltext/M41-01/Chapter9.pdf 

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/publications/manuals/fulltext/M41-01/Chapter9.pdf
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Materials approval may be based on testing or evaluation of the product against the requirements 
outlined in the Standard Specifications or Contract documents. This must be completed prior to 
incorporating the materials into the project and should occur before the materials arrive at the 
jobsite. 

All equipment, materials, and articles incorporated into the permanent Work: 

1. Shall be new, unless otherwise permitted by the Special Provisions or Standard 
Specifications;  

2. Shall meet Contract requirements and be approved by the Engineer;  
3. May be inspected or tested at any time during preparation and use; and  
4. Shall not be used in the Work if they become unfit after being previously approved.  

The RAM process initiates evaluation of the manufacturer and/or fabricator to determine their 
ability to meet WSDOT Specifications and Contract requirements. 

Temporary items are materials that will not be permanently incorporated into the project work 
nor be left in place after project completion. Some temporary items, when required by the 
Contract, the Construction Manual, or listed on the Record of Materials (ROM), must be 
approved prior to use. 

Proprietary material/items are those specified in the Contract Documents using mandatory 
product language (e.g., “shall be [Product Name/Model]”). For these items, the Contractor is 
only required to submit a RAM indicating the selected product. In some cases, proprietary 
materials include additional acceptance criteria, which will be noted on the RAM. 

‘Approval’ of materials does not constitute ‘Acceptance’ for incorporation of the material into 
the Work/Contract. All additional Acceptance requirements, as indicated by the numerical code 
on the RAM or by QPL requirements, must be completed prior to the material’s use in the 
Work/Contract. 

Section 2 

Record of Materials (ROM) 

The Record of Materials (ROM) is a list of all major construction items to be used on a project. 
For these items, the ROM identifies the types and quantities of materials that require quality 
assurance testing. It also specifies the minimum number of acceptance and verification samples 
required for material acceptance. 

In addition, the ROM identifies materials that require other actions, such as Fabrication 
Inspection, Manufacturer’s Certificate of Compliance, Miscellaneous Certificates of 
Compliance, Shop Drawings, Catalog Cuts, and Field Acceptance. 
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The Project Engineer’s Office will provide the Record of Materials to the Contractor to assist in 
meeting Contract requirements. 

Section 3 
Qualified Product List (QPL) – Standard Specifications 1-06.1(1) 

Products listed on the QPL have been determined to meet the requirements of WSDOT 
standards, including the Standard Specifications, General Special Provisions, Bridge Special 
Provisions, and Standard Plans under which they are listed. As a result, these products are 
considered “Approved.” The QPL lists materials by specific reference to WSDOT standards, and 
approval applies only to the standards under which the product is listed. 

Ensure that the product on the QPL is listed under the appropriate WSDOT standard for the bid 
item. Some products may be listed under multiple standards. Verify that the QPL submittal 
corresponds to the correct WSDOT standard and is intended for the specified use under the 
Contract. These products must be “Accepted” by meeting the requirements of the Acceptance 
Code shown on the QPL page, along with any applicable notes for the product. 

The QPL identifies approved products, the applicable Specification Section, and the basis for 
acceptance at the project level. Acceptance methods include Sampling and Testing, WSDOT 
Fabrication Inspection (the highest level of acceptance, demonstrating conformance to 
requirements), Manufacturer’s Certificate of Compliance (Standard Specifications Section 1-
06.3), Miscellaneous Certificates of Compliance, Shop Drawings, Catalog Cuts, or Visual 
Acceptance. All required acceptance actions must be completed prior to incorporating the 
material into the Work. 

If the Contractor elects to use a product listed in the online QPL, the submittal must be prepared 
in accordance with the QPL program instructions and submitted to the Engineer for approval. 
The submittal should include the QPL page along with the associated bid item number. 

During the life of the Contract, acceptance methods for QPL materials may change, becoming 
more or less stringent. The acceptance method shown on the originally submitted QPL page will 
remain in effect for the duration of the Contract unless the Contractor submits a new QPL page 
for that material. This applies regardless of whether the acceptance method becomes more or less 
stringent. 

Certain materials are approved annually. Section 9-4 of the Construction Manual identifies 
which materials, referenced by lot, may be used. When a Pre-Approved Lot is required, a 
reference may be used if allowed for that specific material. This reference must consist of a 
printed copy of the current electronic QPL database page showing “referenced” lots previously 
tested during the current calendar year. The lot number shown in the QPL must match the lot 
number of the material being used. 
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For specific materials, this information will be included in the “description” field of the QPL. 
The QPL page used as a reference for a Pre-Approved Lot must be from the same calendar year 
in which the material is used on the project. The QPL page must reflect the same specification as 
the material being used and must be submitted prior to installation. The use of a test report from 
another contract is no longer acceptable as a reference for a Pre-Approved Lot. All approved lots 
are removed from the QPL on December 31 of each year. 

If a conflict arises between the QPL and the Contract, the Contract's provisions take precedence. 

Contractors are encouraged to use the QPL database for submittals. The database is continuously 
updated with additions and deletions, and can be accessed at: 
Qualified Product List - Search 

Section 4 
Aggregate Source Approval (ASA) Database – Standard 
Specifications 1-06.1(3) 

The ASA is a database containing the results of WSDOT source approval testing of aggregate for 
a particular aggregate source. This database is used to indicate the approval status of aggregate 
sources for applications that require source approval testing as defined in the Contract. The ASA 
“Aggregate Source Approval Report” identifies the currently approved applications for each 
listed aggregate source. Acceptance and use of these aggregates is contingent upon job site 
sampling and testing. 

Aggregate materials that are not approved for use in the ASA database may be sampled and 
tested by the Agency, for a specified use on a particular project, either from the source or from a 
processed stockpile of the material. 

The current ASA Database can be accessed online at: 
WSDOT - Aggregate Sources Search 

 

 

 

 

 

https://wsdot.wa.gov/biz/mats/QPL/QPL_Search.cfm
https://wsdot.wa.gov/biz/mats/ASA/ASASearch.cfm
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Section 5 
Request for Approval of Material (RAM) – Standard Specifications 
1-06.1(2) 

RAMs are a method of requesting approval. The RAM shall be used when the Contractor elects 
not to use the QPL or when the material is not listed on the QPL. The RAM shall be prepared by 
the Contractor in accordance with the instructions on RAM Form DOT Form 350-071 EF and 
submitted to the Engineer for approval prior to incorporation of the material into the Work. 

As part of the approval process for some materials, supporting documentation or samples may be 
required in addition to the RAM form. Additional information can be found in the WSDOT 
Construction Manual, Section 9-4. 

The time required to evaluate RAMs varies by material. Some materials may be evaluated within 
a day or two (e.g., fencing materials), while others may require several weeks (e.g., railroad 
materials, electrical systems, hydraulic items, fabrication inspection items, bridge/structures 
materials) where involvement of the WSDOT Subject Matter Expert (SME) is necessary. To 
expedite the approval and acceptance process, the Contractor is encouraged to select 
materials from the QPL. 

When requesting approval of an item that requires fabrication, both the fabricator and the 
manufacturer of the base material must be identified on the RAM. 

When revising or adding any information to a previously coded RAM submittal, a new RAM 
must be submitted, with the new additions amended to the previously coded RAM. 

The most current RAM form can be accessed at: 
Request for Approval of Materials | WSDOT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://wsdot.wa.gov/engineering-standards/construction-materials/request-approval-materials
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RAM Form 350-071: 
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Approval / Acceptance Codes 

All RAMs must be evaluated by WSDOT and assigned one of the approval/acceptance codes 
listed at the bottom of the RAM form. The appropriate code will be entered in the ‘PE/QPL 
Code’ column and the ‘HQ State Materials Lab Code’ column. 

 Code 1 – Approved material; requires testing for acceptance 
 Code 2 – Approved material; requires Manufacturer’s Certificate of Compliance for 

acceptance 
 Code 3 – Approved material; requires Catalog Cuts for acceptance 
 Code 4 – Material requires approved shop drawings 
 Code 5 – Acceptance of fabricated items; only “Approved for Shipment” or “WSDOT  
 Inspected” material shall be used with appropriate Tag/Stamp 
 Code 6 – Submission of “Materials’ Certificate of Origin to Project Engineer” is required 

for iron or steel items when Federal Funding is involved in the Contract 
 Code 7 – Sent to HQ when a material cannot be coded by the PEO per CM 9-1.1 and CM 

9-1.3B(1) 
 Code 8 – Approved for use; may be proprietary; requires only visual inspection and 

verification 
 Code 9 – Approval withheld; samples required for preliminary evaluation 
 Code 10 – Approval withheld or used for special circumstances 
 Code 11 – Conditionally accepted materials 

Material Acceptance 

Approval of materials does not necessarily constitute acceptance for incorporation into the Work. 
All additional acceptance actions, as noted by the code on the RAM or QPL, must be completed. 

Sampling and Testing 

Material submitted on a RAM that is approved with an acceptance code of 1, or any material 
submitted on a QPL with an acceptance code beginning with 10XX, requires testing by a 
WSDOT-qualified tester at the proper frequency. 

Manufacturer’s Certificate of Compliance (MCC) – Standard Specifications 1-
06.3 

The Manufacturer’s Certificate of Compliance must identify: 
 
• the manufacturer 
• the type and quantity of material being certified 
• the applicable Specifications being affirmed 
• the signature of a responsible corporate official of the manufacturer 
• supporting mill tests or documents 
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A Manufacturer’s Certificate of Compliance shall be furnished with each lot of material 
delivered to the Work, and the lot so certified shall be clearly identified in the certificate. 

All materials used on the basis of a Manufacturer’s Certificate of Compliance may be sampled 
and tested at any time. Any material not conforming to requirements will be subject to rejection, 
whether in place or not. The Contracting Agency reserves the right to refuse to accept materials 
on the basis of a Manufacturer’s Certificate of Compliance. 

Certificate of Materials Origin (CMO) 

If your project includes the Buy America, and Build America/Buy America (BABA), or Buy 
America Requirements Special Provision, Certificates of Materials Origin (CMOs) are required 
for “Steel and Iron”, as well as other applicable “Construction Materials” and “Manufactured 
Products”. Refer to the Special Provisions in your contract under “Control of Material” Section 
1-06 for detailed requirements. 

The Contractor is responsible for submitting CMOs to the Project Engineer Office (PEO). The 
PEO is responsible for entering the appropriate RAM coding for the Certificate of Materials 
Origin (CMO) when required by the contract. 

Note: Effective October 1, 2026, requirements for “Manufactured Products” will be updated to 
require that products are assembled in the United States and that at least 55% of the cost of their 
components is sourced from the United States. This replaces the previous requirement, effective 
October 1, 2025, which required that “Manufactured Products” used on federal-aid projects be 
assembled in the United States. 

Materials Acceptance for Electrical Bid Items 

All RAMs and Catalog Cuts for electrical items shall be submitted to the PEO. After receiving 
the RAMs, the SME will review submittals for compliance with the contract and will approve or 
reject materials on a per-contract basis, making recommendations on the proper acceptance 
method for each item. Note: Contractor shall vet Electrical materials against the E-APL and note 
“E-APL” in the ‘Specification Location’ Column in addition to applicable spec references. The 
PEO should vet Electrical materials against the E-APL and if conditions of CM 9-1.3B(1) are 
met, code accordingly. 

Change Orders / Force Account 

Change Orders and Force Account work require the same material approval and acceptance as 
any other bid item. Work involving material permanently incorporated into the project must 
follow the same approval and acceptance procedures required by the Standard Specifications. 

A Change Order written to overrun an existing item requires additional testing or certification to 
account for the additional material. In these cases, no new bid item number is generated, and the 
documentation requirements outlined in the ROM still apply. 
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Change Orders adding entirely new materials should either follow Standard Specifications or be 
written to include the new material being incorporated. When a Change Order specifies the 
manufacturer, make, and model of material to be used, it is treated the same as proprietary items. 
Contractors must submit a RAM, which should be coded using the same process outlined in the 
RAM Processing section of this manual. 

Note: An approved RFI does not negate the need for an approved Change Order, when a 
material’s use is a change to the contract requirements. 

Follow-Up 

Following up on approval status is important for all material submittals. If a catalog cut, shop 
drawing, MCC, or any other item is required, ensure it is provided. When test reports are 
required, track what has been submitted. If results are not received within a reasonable time, 
follow up with the PEO. These items are necessary to complete the documentation package and 
obtain proper approvals. 
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Section 6:



11 | P a g e  
 

RAM Submittal Checklist 
This checklist is not required but is a helpful tool to ensure the RAM is submitted with all 
required information. 
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Section 7 

 
Instructions for Use  

Prior to using this form, refer to Section 1-06 of the Standard Specifications. Allow sufficient 
lead time for processing requests; incomplete or improperly completed forms may be returned to 
the Contractor. 

Materials submitted under the same Bid Item Number should be listed on the same or 
consecutive forms. Multiple Bid Item Numbers may also be listed for a single material. For 
materials associated with a Lump Sum Item, reference the applicable Special Provision page 
number, Plan Sheet number, or other notes that specifically identify where the material will be 
used. 

For fabricated items, include the name and location of the fabricator. Base materials must be 
listed separately along with their respective manufacturers. 

For ready-mix concrete, provide the name and location of the batch plant; the cement source 
(including type, manufacturer, and plant location); the concrete admixtures (product name and 
type); and the source of all aggregates (State ID Number or legal description). 
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Examples: 

See Pages 12-13, for Full-Page RAM Examples 
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