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Letter 1. The Honorable Jay Inslee, Governor, State of Washington

JAY INSLEE '
Governor

STATE OF WASHINGTON
Office of the Governor

February 17, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

I am writing to express my support for the Washington State Department of Transportation's
(WSDOT) application for a U.S. Department of Transportation Infrastructure For Rebuilding
America (INFRA) grant. The Puget Sound Gateway Program will complete the long-planned
State Route (SR) 167 and 509 corridors, two critical final connections on the Designated
National Highway Freight Network serving a major North American gateway for international
trade, the Northwest Seaport Alliance (NWSA), The NWSA, a partnership between the ports of
Seattle and Tacoma, is the fourth largest gateway for containerized cargo in North America.

Washington state’s economy, including the vast agricultural areas of Central and Eastern
Washington, and our country’s agricultural industry is critically dependent on the efficient and
predictable movement of freight on the nation’s roadways. The NWSA is first in the country for
refrigerated exports (fruits, vegetables, and perishable products) which makes the efficient
movement of agricultural goods all that more important. The NWSA is responsible for 58,400
jobs and more than $12.4 billion in business output and $4 billion in labor income annually. In
2017, US companies exported nearly $17 billion worth of goods through the NWSA. Nearly
75% of these exports are harvested, manufactured, or mined in Washington, Oregon, and Idaho.
With the completion of SR 167 and SR 509, access to the ports will be more reliable and
efficient and allow business, employment levels, and trade opportunities to increase. These
corridors support $73 billion in international trade serving Northern Tier states, the Pacific
Northwest, and the Puget Sound Region. These connections are essential for our nation to remain
competitive with other Pacific Rim countries.

The Gateway Program is a priority for Washington State’s businesses, exporters, and
communities, and has secured funding from the state gas tax, local jurisdictions, and tolls. In
2019, the Washington State Legislature passed the Highway Tolling — I-405, SR 167, and SR
509 bill (ESSB 5825), which authorized the collection of tolls on the Puget Sound Gateway
Program and provided bond authorization, allowing WSDOT to borrow money for construction

@55 F.O. Box 40002 = Qlympia, Washington 98504-0002 « (380) 902-4111 » www.governor.wa.gov
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B-2

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
February 17, 2020
Page 2

funding that will be repaid from future toll revenue. The Legislature also granted the SR 167 and
SR 509 Completion Projects the ability to advance $129 million of their Connecting Washington
funding by two biennia. These actions allow WSDOT to accelerate completion of both projects
by three vears, from fiscal year 2031 to 2028.

Over 94 percent of the project is funded through state gas tax, local contributions, and user
revenues from tolls. An INFRA grant, at less than six percent of the project costs, would
complete the funding to construct these two final freight connections. I strongly support
WSDOT s INFRA grant application for the Puget Sound Gateway Program and encourage you
to give it full and fair consideration.

WVery truly vours,

Jay Inslee
Governor

Appendix B: Letters of Support 2=
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Letter 2. The Honorable Maria Cantwell, U.S. Senate*

Letter of Support
Mailed Directly to
USDOT

Letter 3. The Honorable Patty Murray, U.S. Senate*

Letter of Support
Mailed Directly to
USDOT
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Letter 4. The Honorable Suzan K. Delbene, U.S. Congress, House of Representatives (WA-1)

REP. SUZAN K. DELBENE

18T DSTACT, WASHINGTON

pa %;::::V::?;:E&F;aélzwmhe WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE
(202 22‘;-6!11 r SUBCOMMITTEE ON Tax Pouicy
Congress of the Tnited States Soncomerim iy
BoTrELL, WA 98021
" " 5 ’ BUDGET COMMITTEE
e aas-ohen House of Representatives

204 W. Monvcomeny ST,
Moust VEancr, WA 98273
(360) 416-7879

WA DELBENE, HOUSE. GOV

February 21, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

[ am writing to express my support for the Washington State Department of Transportation's
(WSDOT) application to the Infrastructure For Rebuilding America (INFRA) grant program. Their
Puget Sound Gateway Program is an effort to complete the long-planned State Route 167 and 509
corridors. These two corridors are vital final connections on the Designated National Highway
Freight Network serving a major North American gateway for international trade, the Northwest
Seaport Alliance (NWSA). The NWSA, a partnership between the ports of Seattle and Tacoma, is the
fourth largest gateway for containerized cargo in North America.

Farmers in my district have made it clear to me throughout my tenure: efficient movement of goods
is the backbone of our agricultural industry. The NWSA is first in the country for refrigerated
exports, which makes the timely movement of agricultural goods even more important. In 2017, U.S.
companies exported nearly $17 billion worth of goods through the NWSA — nearly 75% of which
were harvested, manufactured or mined in Washington, Oregon and Idaho, It is my understanding
that, with the completion of SR 167 and SR 509, access to the ports will be more reliable and
efficient. According to the NWSA, completion of these corridors is essential for our nation to remain
competitive with other Pacific Rim countries.

In addition, the Gateway Program allows for future construction of a new south access connection to
Seattle-Tacoma International Airport. This will improve access to the third largest airport for
international trade on the West Coast, and the fastest growing airport in the United States.

It is my understanding that over 94% of the project is funded through state and local sources. An
INFRA grant would complete the funding to construct these two final freight connections, supporting
$73 billion in international trade. I support WSDOT’s efforts to support local agriculture and industry
through the Puget Sound Gateway Program, and | encourage your full and fair consideration,
consistent with all applicable laws and regulations, of their application.

Sincerely,

Suzan DelBene
Member of Congress

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAFER
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Letter 5. The Honorable Rick Larsen, U.S. Congress, House of Representatives (WA-2)

2113 Ravauns House Orrice Bunome H ICK LARS E N COMMITTEES:
WasHmeTon, DC 20515 THAMNSHFUH A 1TUN
(202} 225-2608 2MD DISTRICT, WASHINGTON ARND INFRASTRUCTURE
ok o= Congress of the Tnited States ARMED SERICES
TR0 725 S8 1Bouse of Representatives
25830 W_E:n:mz :‘J:NE%EZIGﬁU”E aF
28] 252.3188 Washington, PE 20515-4702
E:-Mail: Rick Larsen & mail houss gov

hitp: Marsen. house gov

February 21, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

I request your careful consideration of the Washington State Department of Transportation’s
(WSDOT) application for a U.S. Department of Transportation Infrastructure For Rebuilding
America (INFRA) grant for the Puget Sound Gateway Program. The Puget Sound Gateway
Program will complete two critical final connections on the Designated Highway Freight
Network — the State Route 167 and 509 corridors — which serve as a major North American
gateway for international trade in the Northwest Seaport Alliance.

The Northwest Seaport Alliance is a partnership between the Ports of Seattle and Tacoma,
representing the fourth largest gateway for containerized cargo in North America. The State
Route 167 and 509 corridors are vital to the export of agricultural goods in the Pacific Northwest
and the continued growth of the Ports of Seattle and Tacoma and Seattle-Tacoma International
Airport (Sea-Tac). In 2017, U.S. companies exported nearly $17 billion worth of goods through
the Northwest Seaport Alliance, with nearly 75 percent of those exports harvested, manufactured
or mined in Washington, Oregon and Idaho.

Completion of these projects will secure critical freight links between these marine ports and the
industrial areas in the region, while improving mobility and reducing congestion on local roads
and highways. There will also be an opportunity for future construction of a key southern access
point between Interstate 5 and Sea-Tac. Sea-Tac is the third largest airport for international trade
on the West Coast and the fastest growing airport in the United States.

For these reasons, I ask that you give full and fair consideration to WSDOT’s application for
funding through the INFRA grant program.

Sincerely,
W .24%-.._.
Rick Larsen

United States Congress
Washington State, 2™ District

PRINTED O AECYCLED PAPER
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Letter 6. The Honorable Dan Newhouse, U.S. Congress, House of Representatives (WA-4)
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Congress of the United States
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February 20, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

[1.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

[ am omce again writing 1o express my support for the Washington State Department of
Transportation's (WSDOT) INFEA grant application for the Pugel Sound Gateway Program. The
Puget Sound Gateway Program will finish construction of the long-planned State Route 167 and
509 corridors, two critical final connections on the Designated National Highway Freight
Metwork serving a major North American gateway for international trade,

The Puget Sound Gateway Program will extend SR 167 into the Port of Tacoma and will extend
SR 509 and improve Interstate 5, allowing for improved connections to the Port of Seattle, The
new portions of SR 509 and 3R 167 will reduce congestion, increase mobility between
manufacturing centers and distribution hubs, and allow for faster and more efficient freight
movement to and from the ports of Seattle and Tacoma. In addition, the Puget Sound Gateway
Program will also allow construction of a new south access point to Seattle-Tacoma International
Adrport—the third largest airport for international trade on the West Coast.

Washington State is the second most frade-dependent state in the country, and the Northwest
Seaport Alliance is the fourth-largest gateway for containerized cargo in North America. Thus,
the entire Washington State economy, including the vast agricultural areas of Central and Eastern
Washington, depends on reliable freight mobility to and from the ports.

I strongly support WSDOT"s INFRA grant application for the Puget Sound Gateway Program,
and I urge your full and fair consideration of their application,

Sincerely,

Woedrpobaut

Dan Newhouse

Member of Congress
3100 GROAGE WASHIMGTDA Way, Suirs 130 402 EAST FaAE®AL AWVERUE, SLETE 1000 705 Orpmacke Deve, St E413
RacHi A, WiE D0ESY amieas, WA SHH0 O, Wik 5241
CiepicE [E08] 713-7574 OFACE (RN 452-12470 PaoeE (505 433-7760
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Letter 7. The Honorable Derek Kilmer, U.S. Congress, House of Representatives (WA-6)

aroEs
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DEREK KILMER
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February 20, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE
Washington. DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

I am writing to express my support for the Washington State Department of Transportation's (WSDOT)
application for a U.S. Department of Transportation Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) grant.

The Puget Sound Gateway Program will complete the long-planned State Route 167 and 509 corridors.
These are two critical final connections on the Designated National Highway Freight Network serving the
Northwest Seaport Alliance (NWSA) and represent a major North Amenican gateway for international trade.
The NWSA., a partnership between the Ports of Seattle and Tacoma. 1s the fourth largest gateway for
containenzed cargo in North America.

Qur region’s economic development 1s crtically dependent on the efficient and predictable movement of
freight on the nation’s roadways. The NWSA 1s responsible for 58,400 jobs. more than $12 4 billion 1n
business output, and $4 billion in labor income annually. In 2017, US companies exported nearly $17 billion
worth of goods through the NWSA. With the completion of SR 167 and SR 509, access to the ports will be
more reliable and, i tum, enable the expansion of business. employment. and trade opportunities.
Completing the SR 509 and SR 167 corndors 1s essential for our nation to remain competitive with other
Pacific Rim countries.

In addition. the Gateway Program allows for future construction of a new south access connection to Seattle-
Tacoma Intemational Airport. This will improve access to the third largest airport for international trade on
the West Coast and the fastest growing airport in the United States (exporting 62,373 metric tons of US-
made cargo per year).

For these reasons, [ urge you to give full and fair consideration to the Washington State Department of
Transportation's (WSDOT) application for a U S. Department of Transportation Infrastructure for
Rebuilding Amenica (INFRA) grant. Should you have any questions, please contact Evan Smth in my
Tacoma district office at 253-272-3515 or Evan Smuth@mail house. gov.

Sincerely,

Derek Kilmer
Member of Congress
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Letter 8. The Honorable Adam Smith, U.S. Congress, House of Representatives (WA-9)

ADAM SMITH DISTRICT OFFICE
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CHARMAN THouse of Representatives e celsaoK corepAdam Sk

TWashington, BE 205154709

February 19, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao

Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE

Washington, District of Columbia 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

I am writing to express my strong support for the Washington State Department of
Transportation’s (WSDOT) application for the 2020 (INFRA) grant funds for the Puget Sound
Gateway Program from the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT).

It is my understanding that grant funds would complete the long-planned State Route 167 and
509 corridors, which are two critical final connections on the Designated National Highway
Freight Network—serving a major North American gateway for international trade, the
Northwest Seaport Alliance (NWSA). The NWSA is responsible for 58,400 jobs, more than
$12.4 billion in business output and $4 billion in labor income annually.

The completion of SR 509 and SR 167 corridors is essential for our nation to remain competitive
with other Pacific Rim countries. It is my understanding with the completion of SR 167 and SR
509, access to the ports will be more reliable and efficient and allow business, employment
levels and trade opportunities to increase. With more than 94% of the project funded through
state gas tax, local contributions and user revenues from tolls, INFRA funding would provide the
additional 6% necessary to complete construction of these two final freight connections.

In addition, the Gateway Program allows for future construction of a new south access
connection to the third largest airport for international trade on the West Coast and the fastest
growing airport in the U.S.—Seattle-Tacoma International Airport.

Thank you for your attention to this grant request. I urge you to give their application full and
fair consideration, following all applicable rules and regulations. If you have questions regarding
this request, please contact Jayna Smith, Grants Coordinator, at (425) 793-5180.

Sincerely,

Adam Smith
Member of Congress WA 09

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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Letter 9. The Honorable Denny Heck, U.S. Congress, House of Representatives (WA-10)

DENNY HECK

1010 DisTRCT, WaSHING TON

TEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES

Congress of the United States
5 House of Representatives
My TWashington, DE 20515-4710

PERMANENT SELECT CONMMITTEE ON
TELLIGENCE

JOI m>z ‘Lum‘u.rln c I.‘(;h"r\’('TSF February 21, 2020
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao

Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation

1200 New Jersey Ave SE

Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

I am writing to express my support for the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT)
application for a U.S. Department of Transportation Infrastructure For Rebuilding America (INFRA)
grant for the Puget Sound Gateway Program.

Washington state’s economy is critically dependent on the efficient movement of freight on its roadways.
Operating jointly as the Northwest Seaport Alliance, the ports of Seattle and Tacoma are the fourth largest
container gateway in North America, responsible for 58,400 jobs and more than $17 billion in goods
exported annually. In particular, the NWSA facilitates the export of agricultural products from the Pacific
Northwest and ranks first in the country for refrigerated exports, including fruits, vegetables and
perishable products.

The Puget Sound Gateway Project is integral to the future of the economy of the South Sound and the
state of Washington. The long-planned State Route 167 and 509 corridors will serve as critical freight
links between Puget Sound marine ports and industrial areas of South King and North Pierce counties.
Completing these connections will reduce congestion, increase mobility between manufacturing and
industrial centers, and allow for faster and more efficient freight movement to and from the ports of
Scattle and Tacoma.

The extension of SR 509 will also help create a new southern access route to Seattle-Tacoma (Sea-Tac)
International Airport for both passengers and air cargo. Sea-Tac is the fastest growing airport in the
country and, with 62,375 metric tons in exports of US-made cargo each year, is the third largest airport
for international trade on the West Coast.

The Puget Sound Gateway Project already receives 94 percent of its funding from state and local
contributions. This INFRA grant would complete the remaining six percent of project costs. I strongly
support WSDOT"s INFRA grant application for the Puget Sound Gateway Program and encourage you to
give it full and fair consideration.

Sincerely,

éenny Heca

Member of Congress
PRINTED Cr¢ MECYCLED FAFES
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Letter 10. Washington State Transportation Commission

B-10

State of Washington
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

PO Box 47308, Olympia WA 98504-7308 » 2404 Chandler Ct SW Suite 270, Olympia WA 98502
(360) 705-7070 » Fax (360} 705-6802 * transc@wsic.wa.gov * hilp:/fwww.wstc. wa.gov

February 4, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secrctary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

I am writing to express my support for the Washington State Department of Transportation's
(WSDOT) application for a U.S. Department of Transportation Infrastructure For Rebuilding
America (INFRA) grant. The Puget Sound Gateway Program will complete the long-planned
State Route 167 and 509 corridors, two critical final connections on the Designated National
Highway Freight Network serving a major North American gateway for international trade, the
Northwest Seaport Alliance (NWSA). The NWSA, a partnership between the ports of Seattle
and Tacoma, is the fourth largest gateway for containerized cargo in North America.

Our country’s agricultural industry is critically dependent on the efficient and predictable
movement of freight on the nation’s roadways and the NWSA is critical to accommodating such
movements in Washington State. Some key data to consider in this regard:

# The NWSA is first in the country for refrigerated exports (fruits, vegetables and
perishable products) which makes the efficient movement of agricultural goods all that
mare important.

e In 2017, US companies exported nearly $17 billion worth of goods through the NWSA.

® The NWSA is responsible for 58,400 jobs and more than $12.4 billion in business output
and $4 billion in labor income,

With the completion of Puget Sound Gateway Program on SR 167 and 509, access to the port
will be more reliable and efficient and allow business, employment levels, and trade
opportunities to increase. Completing this project is also essential to maintaining our nation’s
compelitive position in efficiently accessing Pacific Rim countries.

In addition, the Gateway Program allows for future construction of a new south access
connection to Seattle-Tacoma International Airport. This will improve access to the third largest
airport for international trade on the West Coast and the fastest growing airport in the United
States (exporting 62,375 metric tons of US-made cargo per year).

o
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The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
February 4, 2020
Page 2

Over 94 percent of the project is funded through state gas tax, local contributions, and user
revenues from tolls. An INFRA grant, at six percent of the project costs, would complete the
funding to construct these two final freight connections which support 8§73 billion in
international trade serving Northern Tier states, the Pacific Northwest, and the Puget Sound
region.

I strongly support WSDOT"s INFRA grant application for the Puget Sound Gateway Program
and encourage you to give it serious consideration,

Sincerely,

N o

Jerry Litt, Chair
Washington State Transportation Commission
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Letter 11. Puget Sound Regional Council

B-12

A

Puget Sound Regional Council

1011 WESTERN AVENUE, SUITE 500 \\\ SEATTLE, WA 98104-1035 '\ psrc.org \\\ 2064647080

January 30, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

| am writing to express my support for the Washington State Department of Transportation's
(WSDOT) application for a U.S. Department of Transportation Infrastructure For Rebuilding America
(INFRA) grant. The Puget Sound Gateway Program will complete the long-planned State Route 167
and 509 comridors, two critical final connections on the Designated National Highway Freight
Network serving a major North American gateway for international trade, the Northwest Seaport
Alliance (NWSA). The NWSA, a partnership between the ports of Seattle and Tacoma, is the fourth
largest gateway for containerized cargo in North America.

Our country’s agricultural industry is critically dependent on the efficient and predictable movement
of freight on the nation’s roadways. The NWSA is first in the country for refrigerated exports (fruits,
vegetables and perishable products) which makes the efficient movement of agricultural goods all
that more important. In 2017, US companies exported nearly $17 billion worth of goods through the
NWSA_ The NWSA is responsible for 58,400 jobs and more than $12 .4 billion in business output and
$4 billion in labor income. Nearly 75% of exports are harvested, manufactured or mined in
Washington, Oregon and Idaho. With the completion of SR 167 and 509, access to the ports will be
more reliable and efficient and allow business, employment levels, and trade opportunities to
increase. Completing the SR 509 and SR 167 corridors is essential for our nation to remain
competitive with other Pacific Rim countries.

In addition, the Gateway Program allows for future construction of a new south access connection to
Seattle-Tacoma International Airport. This will improve access to the third largest airport for
international trade on the West Coast and the fastest growing airport in the United States (exporting
62,375 metric tons of US-made cargo per year).

Over 94 percent of the project is funded through state gas tax, local contributions, and user
revenues from tolls. An INFRA grant, at six percent of the project costs, would complete the funding
fo construct these two final freight connections which support 573 billion in international trade
serving Northern Tier states, the Pacific Northwest, and the Puget Sound region. | strongly support
WSDOT's INFRA grant application for the Puget Sound Gateway Program and encourage you to
give it full and fair consideration.

Sincerely,

el e

Josh Brown, Executive Director
Puget Sound Regional Council
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Letter 12. King County Council

k4
King County

Dave Upthegrove
Councilmember, District 5
Metropolitan King County Council

February 19, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary

.5, Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, S5E
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

I am writing to express my support for the (WSDOT) application for a U.S. Department of Transportation
Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) grant for the Puget Sound Gateway Program.

The Puget Sound Gateway Program completes the long-planned State Route 167 and 509 corridors, two critical
connections on the nation’s freight transportation system serving a major North American gateway for
international trade. The new pertions of SR 509 and SR 167 will reduce congestion, increase mobility between
manufacturing/industrial centers, and allow for faster and more efficient freight movement to and from the ports
of Seattle and Tacoma. The extension of SR 509 will also help create a new southern access to the Seattle-Tacoma
(Sea-Tac) International Airport for both passenger and air cargo. SR 167 runs through my district, and will provide
residents and businesses alike new capacity for growth.

Puget Sound’s economy is critically dependent on the efficient movement of freight on its roadways. Operating
jointly as the Northwest Seaport Alliance (NWSA), the ports of Seattle and Tacoma are the fourth largest container
gateway in North America, responsible for 58,400 jobs and more than $12.4 billion in business output. The nearby
cities of Kent, Sumner and Puyallup are home to the second-largest distribution center complexes on the West
Coast and the fourth-largest in the country. The Sea-Tac International Airport is the fastest growing in the United
States and the third largest airport for international trade on the West Coast, exporting 62,375 Metric Tons of US-
made cargo a year.

Completing SR 509 and SR 167 is essential for our region, state and nation to remain competitive with nations on
the Pacific Rim. | strongly support WSDOT's INFRA grant application for the Puget Sound Gateway Program and
encourage you to give it full and fair consideration.
Sincerely,

Dave Upthegrove

King County Councilmember, District 5

King County Courthouse, 516 Third Avenue Suite 1200, Seattle, WA 98104
206-477-1005 dave.upthegrove@kingcounty.gov  www.kingcounty.gov/upthegove

= Appendix B: Letters of Support
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Letter 13. Pierce County

B-14

Pierce County

Office of the County Executive BRUCE F. DAMMEIER
Executive

930 Tacoma Avenue South, Room 737 [253) 798-7477

Tacoma, Washingtan 98402-2100 Bruce.Dammeier@PlerceCountyWa_gov

[253) 798-7477 = FAX (253) 798-6623
www. Plerce CountyWA.gov

February 11, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.5. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

[ am writing to express my support for the Washington State Department of Transportation's
(WSDOT) application for a U.S. Department of Transportation Infrastructure For Rebuilding
America (INFRA) grant. The Puget Sound Gateway Program will complete the long-planned
State Route 167 and 509 corridors, two critical final connections on the Designated National
Highway Freight Network serving a major North American gateway for international trade, the
Northwest Seaport Alliance (NWSA). The NWSA, a partnership between the ports of Seattle and
Tacoma, is the fourth largest gateway for containerized cargo in North America.

Qur country’s agricultural industry is critically dependent on the efficient and predictable
movement of freight on the nation’s roadways, The NWSA is first in the country for refrigerated
exports (fruits, vegetables and perishable products) which makes the efficient movement of
agricultural goods all that more important. In 2017, US companies exported nearly $17 billion
worth of goods through the NWSA, The NWSA is responsible for 58,400 jobs and more than
$12.4 billion in business output and $4 billion in labor income. Nearly 75 percent of exports are
harvested, manufactured or mined in Washington, Oregon and Idaho. With the completion of SR
167 and 509, access to the ports will be more reliable and efficient and allow business,
employment levels, and trade opportunities to increase. Completing the SR 509 and SR 167
corridors is essential for our nation to remain competitive with other Pacific Rim countries.

In addition, the Gateway Program allows for future construction of a new south access
connection to Seattle-Tacoma International Adirport. This will improve access to the third largest
airport for international trade on the West Coast and the fastest growing airport in the United
States (exporting 62,375 metric tons of US-made cargo per year).

Over 94 percent of the project is funded through state gas tax, local contributions, and user
revenues from tolls. An INFRA grant, at six percent of the project costs, would complete the
funding to construct these two final freight connections which support $73 billion in
international trade serving Northern Tier states, the Pacific Northwest, and the Puget Sound
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region. I strongly support WSDOT"s INFRA grant application for the Puget Sound Gateway
Program and encourage you to give it full and fair consideration.

Bruce F. Dammeier
Pierce County Executive
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Letter 14. City of Algona*

B-16

Letter of Support
Mailed Directly to
UsDOT
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Letter 15. City of Auburn, WA

*

cryor .
Al | B l ' RN Nancy Backus, Mayor
» WASHINGTON 25 West Main Street * Auburn WA 98001-4998 * www.aubumwa.gov * 253-931-3000

February 4, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE
Washington, DC 20580

Dear Secretary Chao:

I am writing to express my support for the Washington State Department of Transportation's
(WSDOT) application for a U.S. Department of Transportation Infrastructure For Rebuilding
America (INFRA) grant. The Puget Sound Gateway Program will complete the long-planned
State Route 167 and 509 corridors. These are two critical final connections on the Designated
National Highway Freight Network serving a major North American gateway for international
trade, the Northwest Seaport Alliance (NWSA). The NWSA, a partnership between the ports of
Seattle and Tacoma, is the fourth largest gateway for containerized cargo in North America.

Our country’s agricultural industry is critically dependent on the efficient and predictable
movement of freight on the nation’s roadways. The NWSA is first in the country for refrigerated
exports (fruits, vegetables and perishable products) which makes the efficient movement of
agricultural goods all that more important. In 2017, US companies exported nearly $17 billion
worth of goods through the NWSA. The NWSA is responsible for 58,400 jobs and more than
$12.4 billion in business output and $4 billion in labor income. Nearly 75% of exports are
harvested, manufactured or mined in Washington, Oregon and Idaho. With the completion of
SR 167 and 509, access to the ports will be more reliable and efficient and allow business,
employment levels, and trade opportunities to increase. Completing the SR 167 and 509
corridors is essential for our nation to remain competitive with other Pacific Rim countries.

In addition, the Gateway Program allows for future construction of a new south access
connection to the Seattle-Tacoma International Airport. This will improve access to the third
largest airport for international trade on the West Coast and the fastest growing airport in the
United States (exporting 62,375 metric tons of US-made cargo per year).

Finally, the nearby cities of Auburn, Kent, Sumner and Puyallup are home to the second-largest
distribution center complexes on the West Coast and the fourth largest in the country.

Over 94% of the project is funded through state gas tax, local contributions, and user revenues
from tolls. An INFRA grant, at six percent of the project costs, would complete the funding to
construct these two final freight connections which support $73 billion in international trade
serving Northern Tier states, the Pacific Northwest, and the Puget Sound region.

| strongly support WSDOT's INFRA grant application for the Puget Sound Gateway Program
and encourage you to give it full and fair consideration.

Sincerely,

-

Nancy us
Mayor

AUBURN * MORE THAN YOU IMAGINED
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Letter 16. City of Burien, WA

City of Burien P 206.241.4647 burienwa.gov
400 SW 152nd Street F 206.248.553%
A’—- Suite 300
Ee— Burien, WA 98166-1911

Burien

February 21, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

| am writing to express my support for the Washington State Department of Transportation's
(WSDOT) application for a U.S. Department of Transportation Infrastructure For Rebuilding
America (INFRA) grant. The Puget Sound Gateway Program will complete the long-planned State
Route 167 and 509 corridors, two critical final connections on the Designated National Highway
Freight Network serving a major North American gateway for international trade, the Northwest
Seaport Alliance (NWSA). The NWSA, a partnership between the ports of Seattle and Tacoma, is
the fourth largest gateway for containerized cargo in North America.

Our country’s agricultural industry is critically dependent on the efficient and predictable
movement of freight on the nation’s roadways. The NWSA is first in the country for refrigerated
exports (fruits, vegetables and perishable products) which makes the efficient movement of
agricultural goods all that more important. In 2017, US companies exported nearly $17 billion
worth of goods through the NWSA. The NWSA is responsible for 58,400 jobs and more than
$12.4 billion in business output and $4 billion in labor income. Nearly 75% of exports are
harvested, manufactured or mined in Washington, Oregon and Idaho. With the completion of
SR 167 and 509, access to the ports will be more reliable and efficient and allow business,
employment levels, and trade opportunities to increase. Completing the SR 509 and SR 167
corridors is essential for our nation to remain competitive with other Pacific Rim countries.

In addition, the Gateway Program allows for future construction of a new south access
connection to Seattle-Tacoma International Airport. This will improve access to the third largest
airport for international trade on the West Coast and the fastest growing airport in the United
States (exporting 62,375 metric tons of US-made cargo per year).
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Over 94 percent of the project is funded through state gas tax, local contributions, and user
revenues from tolls, An INFRA grant, at six percent of the project costs, would complete the
funding to construct these two final freight connections which support 573 billion in
international trade serving Morthern Tier states, the Pacific Northwest, and the Puget Sound
region. | strongly support WSDOT's INFRA grant application for the Puget Sound Gateway
Program and encourage you to give it full and fair consideration.

Sincerely,

Brian/. n
City JAanager

Date;&)}_’bﬂﬂl—

Brian J. Wilson
City Manager

Cc: Burien City Council

Mbica
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Letter 17. City of Des Moines, WA

City of Des Moines

ADMINISTRATION
21630 11TH AVENUE SOUTH, SUITE A
DES MOINES, WASHINGTON 981885308
{206) BTS-4565  T.D.D.: (208) B24-5024  FAX: (205) 8706540

January 28, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE
Washington, DC 20580

Dear Secretary Chao:

| am writing to express my support for the Washington State Department of Transportation's
(WSDOT) application for a U.S. Department of Transportation Infrastructure For Rebuilding
America (INFRA) grant. The Puget Sound Gateway Program will complete the long-planned
State Route 167 and 509 corridors, two critical final connections on the Designated National
Highway Freight Network serving a major North American gateway for international trade, the
Northwest Seaport Alliance (NWSA). The NWSA, a partnership between the ports of Seattle
and Tacoma, is the fourth largest gateway for containerized cargo in North America.

Qur country's agricultural industry is critically dependent on the efficient and predictable
movement of freight on the nation’s roadways. The NVVSA is first in the country for refrigerated
exports (fruits, vegetables and perishable products) which makes the efficient movement of
agricultural goods all that more important. In 2017, US companies exported nearly $17 billion
worth of goods through the NVWWSA. The NWSA is responsible for 58.400 jobs and more than
$12.4 billion in business output and $4 billicn in labor income. Nearly 75% of exports are
harvested, manufactured or mined in Washington, Oregon and Idaho. With the completion of
SR 167 and 509, access to the ports wili be more reliable and efficient and allow business,
employment levels, and trade opportunities to increase. Completing the SR 509 and SR 167
corridors is essential for our nation to remain competitive with other Pacific Rim countries.

In addition, the Gateway Program allows for future construction of a new south access
connection to Seattle-Tacoma International Airport. This will improve access to the third largest
airport for international trade on the West Coast and the fastest growing airport in the United
States (exporting 62,375 metric tons of US-made cargo per year).
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The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Page Two
January 28, 2020

Over 94 percent of the project is funded through state gas tax, local contributions, and user
revenues from tolls. An INFRA grant, at six percent of the project costs, would complete the
funding to construct these two final freight connections which support $73 billion in intemational
trade serving Northern Tier states, the Pacific Northwest, and the Puget Sound region. |
strongly support WSDOT's INFRA grant application for the Puget Sound Gateway Program and
encourage you to give it full and fair consideration.

Sincerely,

IO F o

Matt Pina,
Mayor

cc: Des Moines City Council

City Manager, Michael Matthias
Chief Operations Officer, Dan Brewer

Tke Watertand ity
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Letter 18. City of Edgewood

City of

fdg ew 0 0 d. Phone: (253) 952-3299 Fax: (253) 952-3537

2224 104th Avenue East, Edgewood, Washington 98372-1513

February 20, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

I am writing to express my city’s support for the Washington State Department of
Transportation's (WSDOT) application for a U.S. Department of Transportation Infrastructure
For Rebuilding America (INFRA) grant. The Puget Sound Gateway Program will complete the
long-planned State Route 167 and 509 corridors, two critical final connections on the Designated
National Highway Freight Network serving a major North American gateway for international
trade, the Northwest Seaport Alliance (NWSA). The NWSA, a partnership between the ports of
Seattle and Tacoma, is the fourth largest gateway for containerized cargo in North America.

Our country’s agricultural industry is critically dependent on the efficient and predictable
movement of freight on the nation’s roadways. The NWSA is first in the country for refrigerated
exports (fruits, vegetables and perishable products) which makes the efficient movement of
agricultural goods all that more important. In 2017, US companies exported nearly $17 billion
worth of goods through the NWSA. The NWSA is responsible for 58,400 jobs and more than
$12.4 billion in business output and $4 billion in labor income. Nearly 75% of exports are
harvested, manufactured or mined in Washington, Oregon and Idaho. With the completion of SR
167 and 509, access to the ports will be more reliable and efficient and allow business,
employment levels, and trade opportunities to increase. Completing the SR 509 and SR 167
corridors is essential for our nation to remain competitive with other Pacific Rim countries.

In addition, the Gateway Program allows for future construction of a new south access
connection to Seattle-Tacoma International Airport. This will improve access to the third largest
airport for international trade on the West Coast and the fastest growing airport in the United
States (exporting 62,375 metric tons of US-made cargo per year).

The Puget Sound Gateway Program will extend SR 167 along our city’s south and west
boundaries into the Port of Tacoma, and will extend SR 509 and improve Interstate 5 allowing
for improved connections to the Port of Seattle. The new portions of SR 509 and SR 167 will
reduce congestion on local streets and adjacent state routes, increase mobility between
manufacturing centers and distribution hubs, and allow for faster and more efficient freight

movement to and from the NWSA.

B-22

Email: cityhall@cityofedgewood.org « Website: www.cityofedgewood.org
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Over 94 percent of the project is funded through state gas tax, local contributions, and user
revenues from tolls. An INFRA grant, at six percent of the project costs, would complete the
funding to construct these two final freight connections which support $73 billion in
international trade serving Northern Tier states, the Pacific Northwest, and the Puget Sound
region. I strongly support WSDOT’s INFRA grant application for the Puget Sound Gateway
Program and encourage you to give it full and fair consideration.

City of Edgewood, Washington
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Letter 19. City of Federal Way, WA

..x\, Federal Way

B-24

Centered on Opportunity

February 21, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

CITY HALL

33325 8th Avenue South
Federal Way, WA 98003-6325
(253) 835-7000

v cityoffaderaway.com

Jim Ferrell, Mayor

I'am writing to express my support for the Washington State Department of Transportation's
(WSDOT) application for a U.S. Department of Transportation Infrastructure For Rebuilding
America (INFRA) grant. The Puget Sound Gateway Program will complete the long-planned
State Route 167 and 509 corridors, two critical final connections on the Designated National
Highway Freight Network serving a major North American gateway for international trade, the
Northwest Seaport Alliance (NWSA). The NWSA, a partnership between the ports of Seattle and
Tacoma, is the fourth largest gateway for containerized cargo in North America.

Our country’s agricultural industry is critically dependent on the efficient and predictable
movement of freight on the nation’s roadways. The NWSA is first in the country for refrigerated
exports (fruits, vegetables and perishable products) which makes the efficient movement of
agricultural goods all the more important. In 2017, US companies exported nearly $17 billion
worth of goods through the NWSA. The NWSA is responsible for 58,400 jobs and more than
$12.4 billion in business output and $4 billion in labor income. Nearly 75% of exports are
harvested, manufactured or mined in Washington, Oregon and Idaho. With the completion of SR
167 and 509, access to the ports will be more reliable and efficient and allow business,
employment levels, and trade opportunities to increase. Completing the SR 509 and SR 167
corridors is essential for our nation to remain competitive with other Pacific Rim countries.

In addition, the Gateway Program allows for future construction of a new south access
connection to Seattle-Tacoma International Airport. This will improve access to the third largest
airport for international trade on the West Coast and the fastest growing airport in the United
States (exporting 62,375 metric tons of US-made cargo per year).

Over 94 percent of the project is funded through state gas tax, local contributions, and user
revenues from tolls. An INFRA grant, at six percent of the project costs, would complete the
funding to construct these two final freight connections which support $73 billion in
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international trade serving Northern Tier states, the Pacific Northwest, and the Puget Sound
region. [ strongly support WSDOT's INFRA grant application for the Puget Sound Gateway
Program and encourage you to give it full and fair consideration.

Respectfully,

Jim Ferrell

Mayor

JF:s8

= Appendix B: Letters of Support
vs WSDOT February 25, 2020 B-25



Letter 20. City of Fife, WA

Q
FIFE

WASHINGTON

January 30, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

I 'am writing to express my support for the Washington State Department of Transportation's (WSDQOT)
application for a U.S. Department of Transportation Infrastructure For Rebuilding America (INFRA)
grant. The Puget Sound Gateway Program will complete the long-planned State Route 167 and 509
corridors, two critical final connections on the Designated National Highway Freight Network serving a
major North American gateway for international trade, the Northwest Seaport Alliance (NWSA). The
NWSA, a partnership between the ports of Seattle and Tacoma, is the fourth largest gateway for
containerized cargo in North America.

Our country’s agricultural industry is critically dependent on the efficient and predictable movement of
freight on the nation’s roadways. The NWSA is first in the country for refrigerated exponts (fruits,
vegetables and perishable products) which makes the efficient movement of agricultural goods all that
more important. In 2017, US companies exported nearly $17 billion worth of goods through the NWSA.
The NWSA is responsible for 58,400 jobs and more than $12.4 billion in business output and $4 billion in
labor income. Nearly 75% of exports are harvested, manufactured or mined in Washington, Oregon and
Idaho. With the completion of SR 167 and 509, access to the ports will be more reliable and efficient and
allow business, employment levels, and trade opportunities to increase. Completing the SR 509 and SR
167 corridors is essential for our nation to remain competitive with other Pacific Rim countries.

In addition, the Gateway Program allows for future construction of a new south access connection to
Seattle-Tacoma International Airport. This will improve access to the third largest airport for international
trade on the West Coast and the fastest growing airport in the United States (exporting 62,375 metric tons
of US-made cargo per year).

Over 94 percent of the project is funded through state gas tax, local contributions, and user revenues from
tolls. An INFRA grant, at six percent of the project costs, would complete the funding to construct these
two final freight connections which support $73 billion in international trade serving Northern Tier states,
the Pacific Northwest, and the Puget Sound region. Istrongly support WSDOT's INFRA grant
application for the Puget Sound Gateway Program and encourage you to give it full and fair
consideration.

Sincerely,

Kim Rnscoe,%iﬂﬁ‘t‘

Fife City Hall | 5411 23rd Street E. | Fife, WA 98424 | [251) 922-2489 | CityofFife.org
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Letter 21. City of Kent, WA

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
Dana Raiph, Mayor

220 4th Avenue South
Kent, WA 98032

Fax: 253-856-6725

PHONE: 253-856-5700

January 29, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New lersey Ave SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

I am writing to express my support for the Washington State Department of Transportation's
(WSDOT) application for a U.S. Department of Transportation Infrastructure For Rebuilding
America (INFRA) grant. The Puget Sound Gateway Program will complete the long-planned State
Route 167 and 509 corridors, two critical final connections on the Designated National Highway
Freight Network serving a major North American gateway for international trade, the Northwest
Seaport Alliance (NWSA). The NWSA, a partnership between the ports of Seattle and Tacoma, is
the fourth largest gateway for containerized cargo in North America.

Our country’s agricultural industry is critically dependent on the efficient and predictable
movement of freight on the nation’s roadways. The NWSA is first in the country for refrigerated
exports (fruits, vegetables and perishable products) which makes the efficient movement of
agricultural goods all that more important. In 2017, US companies exported nearly $17 billion
worth of goods through the NWSA. The NWSA is responsible for 58,400 jobs and more than
$12.4 billion in business output and $4 billion in labor income. Nearly 75% of exports are
harvested, manufactured or mined in Washington, Oregon and Idaho. With the completion of SR
167 and 509, access to the ports will be more reliable and efficient and allow business,
employment levels, and trade opportunities to increase. Completing the SR 509 and SR 167
corridors is essential for our nation to remain competitive with other Pacific Rim countries.

In addition, the Gateway Program allows for future construction of a new south access
connection to Seattle-Tacoma International Airport. This will improve access to the third largest
airport for international trade on the West Coast and the fastest growing airport in the United
States (exporting 62,375 metric tons of US-made cargo per year).

Over 94 percent of the project is funded through state gas tax, local contributions, and user
revenues from tolls. An INFRA grant, at six percent of the project costs, would complete the
funding to construct these two final freight connections which support $73 billion in international
trade serving Northern Tier states, the Pacific Northwest, and the Puget Sound region. I
strongly support WSDOT's INFRA grant application for the Puget Sound Gateway Program and
encourage you to give it full and fair consideration.

Sincerely,

Dana Ralph
Mayor

L i L R I R —
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Letter 22. City of Milton*
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Letter of Support
Mailed Directly to
USDOT
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Letter 23. City of Pacific

CITY OF PACIFIC

100 3RD AVENUE SOUTHEAST
PACIFIC, WASHINGTON 98047
CITY HALL (253) 929-1100
FAX (253) 939-6026

February 14, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

1.8, Departinent of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

T am wriling to express my support [or the Washington State Department of I'ransportation's (WSDOT)
application for a U.S. Department of Transportation Infrastructure For Rebuilding America (INFRA)
grant. The Puget Sound Gateway Program will complete the long-planned State Route 167 and 509
corridors, two critical final connections on the Designated National Highway Freight Network serving a
major North American gateway for international trade.

Our country’s agricultural industry is critically dependent on the efficient and predictable movement of
freight on the nation’s roadways. The NWSA is first in the country for refrigerated exports (fruits,
vegetables and perishable products) which makes the efficient movement of agricultural goods all that
more important. In 2017, US companies exported nearly 817 billion worth of goods through the NWSA.
The NWSA is responsible for 58,400 jobs and more than $12.4 billion in business output and $4 billion in
labor income. Nearly 75% of exports are harvested, manufactured or mined in Washington, Oregan and
Idaho. With the completion of SR 167 and 509, access to the ports will be more reliable and efficient and
allow business, employvment levels, and trade opportunities to increase. Completing the SR 509 and SR
167 corridors is essential for our nation to remain competitive with other Pacific Rim countries,

In addition, the Gateway Program allows for future construction of a new south access connection to
Seaftle-Tacoma International Airport. This will improve access to the third largest airport for international
trade on the West Coast and the fastest growing airport in the United States (exporting 62,375 metric tons
of US-made cargo per year).

Over 94 percent of the project is funded through state gas tax, local contributions, and user revenues from tolls.
An INFRA grant, at six percent of the project costs, would complete the funding to construct these two final
freight connections which support $73 billion in international trade serving Worthern Tier states, the Pacific
Morthwest, and the Puget Sound region.

I strongly support WSDOT s INFRA grant application for the Puget Sound Gateway Program and encourage
you to give it full and fair consideration.

Respectfully,

City of Pacific

" Leafine Guier
Mayor
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Letter 24. City of Puyallup, WA

B-30

City of Puyallup

Office of the City Manager

333 South Meridian « Puyallup, Washington . 98371

February 24, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

I am writing to express my support for the Washington State Department of
Transportation's (WSDOT) application for a U.S. Department of Transportation
Infrastructure For Rebuilding America (INFRA) grant. The Puget Sound Gateway
Program will complete the long-planned State Route 167 and 509 corridors, two critical
final connections on the Designated National Highway Freight Network serving a major
North American gateway [or international trade, the Northwest Seaport Alliance
(NWSA). The NWSA, a partnership between the ports of Seattle and Tacoma, is the
fourth largest gateway for containerized cargo in North America.

Our country’s agricultural industry is critically dependent on the efficient and predictable
movement of freight on the nation’s roadways. The NWSA is first in the country for
refrigerated exports (fruits, vegetables and perishable products) which makes the efficient
movement of agricultural goods all that more important. In 2017, US companies exported
nearly $17 billion worth of goods through the NWSA. The NWSA is responsible for
58,400 jobs and more than $12.4 billion in business output and $4 billion in labor
income. Nearly 75% of exports are harvested, manufactured or mined in Washington,
Oregon and Idaho. With the completion of SR 167 and 509, access to the ports will be
more reliable and efficient and allow business, employment levels, and trade
opportunities to increase. Completing the SR 509 and SR 167 corridors is essential for
our nation to remain competitive with other Pacific Rim countries.

In addition, the Gateway Program allows for future construction of a new south access
connection to Seattle-Tacoma International Airport. This will improve access to the third
largest airport for international trade on the West Coast and the fastest growing airport in
the United States (exporting 62,375 metric tons of US-made cargo per year).

Over 94 percent of the project is funded through state gas tax, local contributions, and

user revenues from tolls. An INFRA grant, at six percent of the project costs, would
complete the funding to construct these two final freight connections which support $73

Puyallup City Hall e 333 South Meridian e Puyallup, WA 98371
(253) 841-4321 e (253) 845-6667 Fax
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City of Puyallup

Office of the City Manager

333 South Meridian « Puyallup, Washington . 98371

billion in international trade serving Northern Tier states, the Pacific Northwest, and the
Puget Sound region. [ strongly support WSDOT’s INFRA grant application for the Puget
Sound Gateway Program and encourage you to give it full and fair consideration.

Sincerely,

Steve Kirkelie
Interim City Manager

Puyallup City Hall » 333 South Meridian e Puyallup, WA 98371
(253) 8414321 » (253) 845-6667 Fax
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Letter 25. City of SeaTac*
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Letter of Support
Mailed Directly to
UsDOT
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Letter 26. City of Sumner, WA

: ‘o
[ﬂ # — — 1104 MAPLE STREET, SUMNER WA 58390
‘ afl il - e

CITY OF

SUMNER

WASHINGTON

January 29, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

1 am writing to express my support for the Washington State Department of Transportation's
(WSDOT) application for a U.S. Department of Transportation Infrastructure For Rebuilding
America (INFRA) grant. The Puget Sound Gateway Program will complete the long-planned
State Route 167 and 509 corridors, two critical final connections on the Designated National
Highway Freight Network serving a major North American gateway for international trade, the
Northwest Seaport Alliance (NWSA). The NWSA, a partnership between the ports of Seattle and
Tacoma, is the fourth largest gateway for containerized cargo in North America.

Our country’s agricultural industry is critically dependent on the efficient and predictable
movement of freight on the nation’s roadways. The NWSA is first in the country for refrigerated
exports (fruits, vegetables and perishable products) which makes the efficient movement of
agricultural goods all that more important. In 2017, US companies exported nearly $17 billion
worth of goods through the NWSA. The NWSA is responsible for 58,400 jobs and more than
$12.4 billion in business output and $4 billion in labor income. Nearly 75% of exports are
harvested, manufactured or mined in Washington, Oregon and Idaho. With the completion of SR
167 and 509, access to the ports will be more reliable and efficient and allow business,
employment levels, and trade opportunities to increase. Completing the SR 509 and SR 167
corridors is essential for our nation to remain competitive with other Pacific Rim countries.

In addition, the Gateway Program allows for future construction of a new south access
connection to Seattle-Tacoma International Airport. This will improve access to the third largest
airport for international trade on the West Coast and the fastest growing airport in the United
States (exporting 62,375 metric tons of US-made cargo per year).

= 253-863-8300 % www.sumnerwa.gov W © @CityofSumnerWa
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Honorable Chao
January 29, 2020
Page 2

Over 94 percent of the project is funded through state gas tax, local contributions, and user
revenues from tolls. An INFRA grant, at six percent of the project costs, would complete the
funding to construct these two final freight connections which support $73 billion in
international trade serving Northern Tier states, the Pacific Northwest, and the Puget Sound
region. [ strongly support WSDOT s INFRA grant application for the Puget Sound Gateway
Program and encourage you to give it full and fair consideration.

Sincerely,

by

William L. Pugh
Mayor
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Letter 27. City of Tacoma, WA

City of Tacoma

Mayor Victoria Woodards

February 14, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

I am writing to express my support for the Washington State Department of Transportation's
(WSDOT) application for a U.S. Department of Transportation Infrastructure For Rebuilding
America (INFRA) grant. The Puget Sound Gateway Program will complete the long-planned
State Route 167 and 509 corridors, two critical final connections on the Designated National
Highway Freight Network serving a major North American gateway for international trade, the
Northwest Seaport Alliance (NWSA). The NWSA, a partnership between the ports of Seattle and
Tacoma, is the fourth largest gateway for containerized cargo in North America.

Our country’s agricultural industry is critically dependent on the efficient and predictable
movement of freight on the nation’s roadways. The NWSA is first in the country for refrigerated
exports (fruits, vegetables and perishable products) which makes the efficient movement of
agricultural goods all that more important. In 2017, US companies exported nearly $17 billion
worth of goods through the NWSA. The NWSA is responsible for 58,400 jobs and more than
$12.4 billion in business output and $4 billion in labor income. Nearly 75% of exports are
harvested, manufactured or mined in Washington, Oregon and Idaho. With the complction of
SR 167 and 509, access to the ports will be more reliable and efficient and allow business,
employment levels, and trade opportunities to increase. Completing the SR 509 and SR 167
corridors is essential for our nation to remain competitive with other Pacific Rim countries.

In addition, the Gateway Program allows for future construction of a new south access
connection to Seattle-Tacoma International Airport. This will improve access to the third largest
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airport for international trade on the West Coast and the fastest growing airport in the
United States (exporting 62,375 metric tons of US-made cargo per year).

Over 94 percent of the project is funded through state gas tax, local contributions, and user
revenues from tolls. An INFRA grant, at six percent of the project costs, would complete the
funding to construct these two final freight connections which support $73 billion in
international trade serving Northern Tier states, the Pacific Northwest, and the Puget Sound
region. I strongly support WSDOT’s INFRA grant application for the Puget Sound Gateway
Program and encourage you to give it full and fair consideration.

Sincerely,

Wl kool

Victoria R. Woodards
Mayor
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Letter 28. Northwest Seaport Alliance

>

THE NORTHWEST
SEAPORT ALLIANCE

Gataway to Selutions

eaportalliance.com

January 31. 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE
Washington, DC 20590

RE: WSDOT INFRA Grant Support
Dear Secretary Chao:

We are writing on the behalf of The Northwest Seaport Alliance to express support for the Washington State Department
of Transportation's (WSDOT) application for a U.S. Department of Transportation Infrastructure For Rebuilding America
(INFRA) grant. The Puget Sound Gateway Program will complete the long-planned State Route 167 and 509 corridors,
two critical final connections on the Designated National Highway Freight Network serving a major North American
gateway for international trade.

The Northwest Seaport Alliance (INWSA) is a partnership between the ports of Seattle and Tacoma for the joint
management of our marine cargo operations. Combined, the NWSA is the fourth largest gateway for containerized cargo
in North America. Marine cargo operations at the NWSA support 58,400 jobs and more than $12 4 billion in business
output and $4 billion in labor income.

Our country’s agricultural industry is critically dependent on the efficient and predictable movement of freight on the
nation’s roadways. The NWSA is first in the country for refrigerated exports (fruits, vegetables and perishable products)
which makes the efficient movement of agricultural goods all that more important. In 2017, US companies exported
nearly $17 billion worth of goods through the NWSA. In fact the interconnectedness between the NWSA and rural
America was a point of emphasis during a January 28 hearing of the U.S. Senate Commerce Committee in which the
alliance participated. With the completion of state routes167 and 509, access to the ports will be more reliable and
efficient and allow business, employment levels, and trade opportunities to increase. Completing these corndors 1s
essential for our nation to remain competitive with other Pacific Rim countries.

Over 94% of the project is funded through state gas tax, local contributions, and user revenues from tolls. An INFRA
grant, at 6% of the project costs, would complete the funding to construct these two final freight connections which
support $73 billion in international trade serving Northern Tier states, the Pacific Northwest, and the Puget Sound region.

The NWSA strongly supports WSDOT s INFRA grant application for the Puget Sound Gateway Program and we
encourage you to give it full and fair consideration.

Sincerely,

@ :
/ ﬁ%— M
I|
John McCarthy, President Peter Steinbrueck, President
Port of Tacoma Commission Port of Seattle Commission

P.0. Box 2985 | Tacoma, WA 98401-2985 | 800-657-9808

The Northwest Seaport &lliance is a marine-cargo operating partnership of the Port of Seattle and Port of Tacoma.
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Letter 29. Port of Seattle

B-38

—— P.0. Box 1200

Port = Sv;l\'ile WA DB111-1200
of Seattle

Tele: (208) TET-3000
Fax: (208) 787-3252

www.portseattle.ong

February 4, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

US Department of Transportation
1200 New lersey Ave SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

| am writing to express the Port of Seattle’s enthusiastic support for the Washington State
Department of Transportation's (WSDOT) INFRA grant application for the Puget Sound Gateway
Program. The program will complete the long-planned State Route 509 and 167 corridors, two
critical final connections on the National Highway Freight Network serving a major North
American gateway for international trade.

These important freight corridors are vital to the continued economic vibrancy and growth of
our seaports in Seattle and Tacoma and Seattle-Tacoma International Airport. The new portions
of SR 509 and SR 167 will reduce congestion, increase mobility among our region’s
manufacturing/industrial centers, improve safety and allow for faster and more efficient freight
movement to and from the ports of Seattle and Tacoma, operating jointly as The Northwest
Seaport Alliance (NWSA). The Puget Sound Gateway Program is also critical to speeding the
movement of high-value air cargo through the airport.

Our country’s agricultural industry is critically dependent on the efficient and predictable
movement of freight on the nation’s roadways. The NWSA is the second largest port in the
country as measured by agricultural trade tonnage and first in the country for refrigerated
exports (fruits, vegetables and perishable products), which makes the efficient movement of
agricultural goods through our ports all that more important. In 2017, US companies exported
nearly $17 billion worth of goods through the NWSA. The NWSA is responsible for 58,400 jobs
and more than $12.4 billion in business output and $4 billion in labor income. With the
completion of SR 167 and 509, access to the ports will be more reliable and efficient and allow
business, employment levels, and trade opportunities to increase. Completing the SR 509 and
SR 167 corridors is essential for our nation to remain competitive with other Pacific Rim
countries.
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The program also complements planned construction by the port of a new south access
roadway at Sea-Tac International Airport. This will improve access to the third largest airport
for international trade on the West Coast and one of the fastest growing in the United States.
Completing SR 509 and SR 167 is essential for our state and nation to remain competitive with
other Pacific Rim countries.

In addition to creating improved access for freight via these new highways, this program also
creates much needed redundancy to Interstate 5, the lifeline of the West Coast. Between
Tacoma and Seattle, these routes will provide a sustainable alternative for freight and
automobiles, along with access to high capacity transit, in this heavily-traveled and frequently
congested |-5 corridor.

Over 94 percent of the project is funded through state gas tax, local contributions, and user
revenues from tolls. An INFRA grant, at six percent of the project costs, would complete the
funding to construct these two final freight connections which support 573 billion in
international trade serving northern tier states, the Pacific Northwest, and the Puget Sound
region. | strongly support WSDOT's INFRA grant application for the Puget Sound Gateway
Program and encourage you to give it full and fair consideration.

Sincerely,

1, S

President
Port of Seattle Commission
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Letter 30. Port of Tacoma

B-40

Port of E E E PO, Box 1837

ey 30,2000 Tacoma |z
The Honorable Elaine Chao

Secretary of Transportation

U S. Department of Transportation

1200 New Jersey Ave | SE.

Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

The Port of Tacoma is pleased to offer its support for the Washington State Department of
Transportation’s (WSDOT) INFRA grant application for the Puget Sound Gateway project.

The Port of Tacoma 1s an economic engine for Pierce County and Washington state. More than
29.000 jobs are generated by port activity, which also provides $195 million per vear in state and
local taxes to support education, roads and police and fire protection for our community. As a
partner in The Northwest Seaport Alliance, the Port of Tacoma is also a major cargo gateway to
Asia and Alaska.

From providing initial seed money to assist in conceptual design work to providing right-of-way
for the completion of State Route 167—one of the Puget Sound Gateway elements—the port has
long been a supporter of the project.

State Route 167 not only will assist in the movement of cargo between the United States and
foreign markets, but 1t will also provide critical mobility and environmental benefits to the
region. Travel time across Pierce County—Washington state’s second largest—is expected to
improve by 15%, saving 13,915 person-hours of travel time per year. The economic benefit of
that saved travel time over 30 years is estimated at $940 million. The project will improve air
quality by reducing congestion. improve truck mobility, and smooth traffic flow levels. CO
emissions, for example, are projected to be reduced by an estimated 26% under the build
alternative compared to the no-build alternative.

The completion of SR-167 is also important from a safety standpoint. The current gap in SR-167
consists of surface streets with multiple turns, intersections and driveways. These features result
in accident ratios on the non- freeway segment of SR-167 that are 20 to 70 percent higher than
statewide averages for similar highways.

Completion of State Route 167 as part of WSDOT s Puget Sound Gateway project 1s critical for
our region’s continued success. With that in mind, T urge your support for the WSDOT s INFRA
grant application.

Sincerely,

- 1
Enc Johnson

Executive Director
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Letter 31. Puyallup Tribe of Indians

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

I am writing to express my support for the Washington State Department of Transportation's
(WSDOT) application for a U.S. Department of Transportation INFRA grant. The Puget Sound
Gateway Program will complete the long-planned State Route 167 and 509 corridors, two
critical final connections on the Designated National Highway Freight Network serving a major
North American gateway for international trade.

The Puget Sound Gateway Program will extend SR 167 across the Puyallup Reservation into the
Port of Tacoma, and will extend SR 509 and improve Interstate 5 allowing for improved
connections to the Port of Seattle. As one of the most urban tribes in the nation, the new
portions of SR 509 and SR 167 will reduce congestion and increase mobility within the Puyallup
Reservation. In addition, these new portions of SR 509 and SR 167 will improve multi-modal
connectivity and increase accessibility throughout the Puyallup Reservation and the corridor for
our Tribal membership and the community.

Washington State’s economy, including the vast agricultural areas of Central and Eastern
Washington, is critically dependent on the efficient and predictable movement of freight on its
roadways. The Northwest Seaport Alliance is the fourth largest gateway in North America,
responsible for 48,000 jobs and more than $4 billion in economic activity. The nearby cities of
Kent, Sumner and Puyallup are home to the second-largest distribution center complexes on
the West Coast and the fourth-largest in the country. The program also allows for construction
of a new south access to Sea-Tac International Airport. This will improve access to the third
largest airport for international trade on the West Coast and the fastest growing in the United
States (exporting 62,375 Metric Tons of US-made cargo a year). Completing SR 509 and SR 167
is essential for our state and nation to remain competitive with other Pacific Rim countries.

Over 94 percent of the project is funded through state gas tax, local contributions, and user
revenues from tolls. An INFRA grant, at six percent of the project costs, would complete the
funding to construct these two final freight connections which support $73 billion in
international trade serving Northern Tier states, the Pacific Northwest, and the Puget Sound
region. | strongly support WSDOT’s INFRA grant application for the Puget Sound Gateway
Program and encourage you to give it full and fair consideration.

3009 E. Portland Ave. Tacoma, Washington 98404 253/573-7800
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Page 20of 2

Sincerely,

Chairman Biw

Puyallup Tribe of Indians

3009 East Fortland Avenue, Tacoma, WA, 98404 Ph: (253) 680-5774 Fax: (253) 680-5771
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Letter 32. State of Washington Freight Mobility Strategic Investment Board

Dan Gatchet,
Chair

Brian Ziegler,
Director

Board Members
Lecnard Barnes

Matthew Ewers
Erik Hansen
Johan Hellman
Pat Hulcey
Temple Lentz
Johm McCarthy
Roger Millar
Arthur Swannack
Bob Watters

Ben Wick

Website

www. fmsib wa.gov

7 WSDOT

FREIGHT MOBILITY STRATEGIC INVESTMENT BOARD

505 Union Avenue SE, Suite 350 # PO Box 40965 « Olympia, WA 98504-0965 # (360) 586-9695

January 30, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

5. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

| am writing to express my support for the Washington State Department of Transportation's (WSDOT)
application for a U.S. Department of Transportation Infrastructure For Rebuilding America (INFRA) grant.
The Puget Sound Gateway Program will complete the long-planned 5State Route 167 and 509 corridors,
two critical final connections on the Designated National Highway Freight Network serving a major North
American gateway for international trade, the Northwest Seaport Alliance (NWSA). The NWSA, a
partnership between the ports of Seattle and Tacoma, is the fourth largest gateway for containerized
cargo in North America.

Our country’s agricultural industry is critically dependent on the efficient and predictable movement of
freight on the nation’s roadways. The NWSA is first in the country for refrigerated exports (fruits,
vegetables and perishable products) which makes the efficient movement of agricultural goods all that
more important. In 2017, US companies exported nearly $17 billion worth of goods through the NWSA.
The NW3A is responsible for 58,400 jobs and more than $12 4 billion in business output and $4 billion in
labor income. Mearly 75 percent of exports are harvested, manufactured or mined in Washington, Oregon
and Idaho. With the completion of SR 167 and 509, access to the ports will be more reliable and efficient
and allow business, employment levels, and trade opportunities to increase. Completing the SR 509 and
SR 167 corridors is essential for our nation to remain competitive with other Pacific Rim countries.

In addition, the Gateway Program allows for future construction of a new south access connection to
Seattle-Tacoma International Airport. This will improve access to the third largest airport for international
trade on the West Coast and the fastest growing airport in the United States (exporting 62,375 metric
tons of US-made cargo per year).

Cwver 94 percent of the project is funded through state gas tax, local contributions (including the Freight
Muobility Strategic Investment Board), and user revenues from tolls. An INFRA grant, at six percent of the
project costs, would complete the funding to construct these twao final freight connections which support
573 billion in international trade serving Northern Tier states, the Pacific Northwest, and the Puget Sound
region. |strongly support WSDOT's INFRA grant application for the Puget Sound Gateway Program and
encourage you to give it full and fair consideration.

Sincerely,

L Atz

Dan Gatchet
Chair
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Letter 33. Pierce Transit

JSPierceTransit
February 10, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington D.C. 20003-3660

Dear Secretary Chao:

I am wnting to express Pierce Transit’s support for the Washington State Department of Transportation's
(WSDOT) application for a US. Department of Transportation Infrastructure for Rebuilding America
(INFRA) grant.

The Puget Sound Gateway Program will complete the long-planned State Route 167 and 509 comdors, two
critical final connections on the Designated National Highway Freight Network serving a major North
American gateway for international trade. In addition. the project will extend SE. 167 into the Port of Tacoma,
plus extend SR 509 and mmprove Interstate Highway 3, thereby allowing for improved connections to the Port
of Seattle. The new portions of SR 309 and SR 167 will allow for faster and more efficient freight movement
to and from the ports of Seattle and Tacoma, operating jointly as the Northwest Seaport Alliance, the fourth
largest gateway in North Amenica, responsible for 48,000 jobs and more than $4 billion in economic activity.

Washington State’s economy, including the vast agricultural areas of Central and Eastern Washington, is
critically dependent on the efficient and predictable movement of freight on its roadways. The nearby cities of
Kent, Sumner, and Puyallup are home to the second-largest distnbution center complexes on the West Coast
and the fourth-largest in the country. The program also allows for construction of a new south access to Sea-
Tac International Airport. This will improve access to the third largest airport for international trade on the
West Coast and the fastest growing mn the United States (exporting 62,375 Metric Tons of US-made cargo a
year). Completing SR 509 and SR 167 1s essential for our state and nation to remain competitive with other
Pacific Rim countries.

Ower 94 percent of the project 1s funded through state gas tax. local contributions, and user revenues from tolls.
An INFRA grant, at six percent of the project costs, would complete the funding to construct these two final
freight connections which support $73 billion in international trade serving Northern Tier states. the Pacific
Northwest, and the Puget Sound region.

In closing, I support WSDOT s INFRA grant application for the Puget Sound Gateway Program and the
benefits it provides for our communities.

Sincerely,

de B

Sue Dreter, Chuef Executive Officer
cc. Craig J. Stone. P.E., Puget Sound Gateway Program Admumstrator - WSDOT

3701 96th St SW Lakewood WA 98499-4431 | 253.581.8000 | PierceTransit.org
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Letter 34. Sound Transit

* SOUNDTRANSIT

February 18, 2020

Mr. Craig Stone, Progam Administrator

Piget Sound Gateway Progam

Washington State Department of Transportation {WSDOT)
310 Maple Park Avenue SE

P.O. Box 47300

Olympia, WA 98504-7300

Subject: Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) INFRA Grant
Application for Puget Sound Gateway Program

Dear Mr. Stone:

Sound Transit is pleased to support Washington State Department of Transportation's (WSDOT)
application for a U.S. Department of Transportation INFRA grant for the Puget Sound Gateway
Program. The Puget Sound Region is anticipated to grow by nearly one million residents by 2040,
Sound Transit has and will continue to work with WSDOT in developing & network of
transportation options that will keep our region moving.

As you know, with the Puget Sound Gateway Program and Sound Transit’s voter-approved
system expansion, our region is poised to make unparalleled investmenis in transportation
infrastructure to support anticipated growth. The Gateway Program will complete the long-
planned State Route 167 and 509 corridors. These improvements will provide access to Sound
Transit’s light rail stations that will be constructed in Kent/Des Moines and Federal Way, When
this new light rail exiension opens in 2024, these stations will serve more than 36,000 riders, with
another light rail extension with stations in South Federal Way, Fife and Tacoma scheduled for
completion in 2030, [n addition, Sound Transit’s Sounder South Capacity Expansion program
will expand ridership capacity throughout the entire corridor and improve rider experience in the
South Sound. The Gateway Program will improve access to these existing Sounder commuter rail
stations in Puyallup, Sumner and Tacoma.

For years, WSDOT and Sound Transit have worked together to plan and construct major regional
transportation facilities within shared corridors. 1 look forward to our ongoing collaboration
and strongly support WSDOT's application to the U.5 Department of Tranportation’s INFRA
grant program for the Puget Sound Gateway.

Sincerely,

!

b b, el Ciaak o Peall ol Tray huten
Traty Butler

Chaef Financial Officer

cc: Lisa Wolterink, Sound Transit Director of Fares & Grants
Ann Snell McNeil, Sound Transit Government & Community Relations Director

Central Puget Sound Regional Transit Autherity « Union Station
401 S. Jackson St., Seatlle, WA 98104-2826 - Reception: (206) 398-5000 » FAX; {206) 398-5458
www.:ourvdlra.nall..qrg
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Letter 35. Tacoma-Pierce County Chamber*
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Letter of Support
Mailed Directly to
UsDOT
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Letter 36. Fife Milton Edgewood Chamber of Commerce

February 20, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.5. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

| am writing to express my support for the Washington State Department of Transportation's
(WSDOT) application for a U.5. Department of Transportation Infrastructure For Rebuilding
America (INFRA) grant. The Puget Sound Gateway Program will complete the long-planned
State Route 167 and 509 corridors, two critical final connections on the Designated National
Highway Freight Network serving a major North American gateway for international trade, the
Northwest Seaport Alliance (NWSA). The NWSA, a partnership between the ports of Seattle and
Tacoma, is the fourth largest gateway for containerized cargo in North America.

Our country’s agricultural industry is critically dependent on the efficient and predictable
movement of freight on the nation’s roadways. The NWSA is first in the country for refrigerated
exports (fruits, vegetables and perishable products) which makes the efficient movement of
agricultural goods all that more important. In 2017, US companies exported nearly 517 billion
worth of goods through the NWSA. The NWSA is responsible for 58,400 jobs and more than
$12.4 billion in business output and 54 billion in labor income. Nearly 75% of exports are
harvested, manufactured or mined in Washington, Oregon and Idaho. With the completion of
SR 167 and 509, access to the ports will be more reliable and efficient and allow business,
employment levels, and trade opportunities to increase. Completing the SR 509 and SR 167
corridors is essential for our nation to remain competitive with other Pacific Rim countries.

In addition, the Gateway Program allows for future construction of a new south access
connection to Seattle-Tacoma International Airport. This will improve access to the third largest
airport for international trade on the West Coast and the fastest growing airport in the United

States (exporting 62,375 metric tons of US-made cargo per year).

2018 54™ Ave East, Fife, WA 98424 = (253) 322-9320 = www.fmechamber.org
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Over 94 percent of the project is funded through state gas tax, local contributions, and user
revenues from tolls. An INFRA grant, at six percent of the project costs, would complete the
funding to construct these two final freight connections which support 573 billion in

international trade serving Northern Tier states, the Pacific Northwest, and the Puget Sound

region.

The Fife Milton Edgewood Commerce is the entry way into the Port of Tacoma and our
members as well as our small community rely on freight moving smoothly into and out of the
Port. Completion of State Route 167 and 509 are critical to the economic vitality of our
community. | strongly support WSDOT's INFRA grant application for the Puget Sound Gateway

Program and encourage you to give it full and fair consideration.
Sincerely,

Lova Butterfield

President/CEQ

Fife Milton Edgewood Chamber of Commerce
(253) 922-9320

lorab@fmechamber.org

2018 54* Ave East, Fife, WA 38424 = (253) 922-3320 = www.fmechamber.org
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Letter 37. Puyallup-Sumner Chamber of Commerce

FUYALLLIP » SLIMMNER

CHAMBER

*COMMERCE
February 18%, 2020

The Honorable Elame L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE
Washington, DC 20390

Dear Secretary Chao:

I am writing to express my support for the Washington State Department of Transportation's
(WSDOT) application for a U.S. Department of Transportation Infrastructure For Rebuilding
America (INFRA) grant. The Puget Sound Gateway Program will complete the long-planned
State Route 167 and 509 corridors, two critical final connections on the Designated National
Highway Freight Network serving a major North American gateway for mnternational trade. the
Northwest Seaport Alliance (NWSA). The WWSA. a partnership between the ports of Seattle and
Tacoma, 1s the fourth largest gateway for contamnenized cargo in North America.

Our country’s agricultural industry is critically dependent on the efficient and predictable
movement of freight on the nation’s roadways. The NWSA 1s first in the country for refrigerated
exports (frutts. vegetables and perishable products) which makes the efficient movement of
agricultural goods all that more important. In 2017, US companies exported nearly $17 billion
worth of goods through the NWSA. The NWSA 1s responsible for 58 400 jobs and more than
$12 4 billion in business output and $4 billion in labor income. Nearly 75% of exports are
harvested, manufactured or nuned in Washington, Oregon and Idaho. With the completion of SR
167 and 309, access to the ports will be more reliable and efficient and allow business,
employment levels. and trade opportumties to mncrease. Completing the SR 509 and SR 167
cornidors 1s essential for our nation to remain competitive with other Pacific Rim countries.

In addition the Gateway Program allows for future construction of a new south access
comnection to Seattle-Tacoma International Airport. This will improve access to the third largest
airport for international trade on the West Coast and the fastest growing airport in the United
States (exporting 62,375 metric tons of US-made cargo per vear).

Ovwer 94 percent of the project 15 funded through state gas tax. local contributions, and user
revenues from tolls. An INFEA grant, at six percent of the project costs, would complete the
funding to construct these two final freight connections which support $73 billion in
international trade serving Northern Tier states, the Pacific Northwest, and the Puget Sound
region. 1 strongly support WSDOT s INFRA grant application for the Puget Sound Gateway

Program and encourage you to give 1t full and fair consideration.
Smcerely,

Tara Doyle-Enneking
President & CEOQ Puvallup Sumner Chamber of Commerce
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Letter 38. Seattle Southside Chamber of Commerce

SEATTLE
SOUTHSIDE

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

February 10, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.5. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE
Washington, DC 20390

Dear Secretary Chao:

I am writing to express our support for the Washington State Department of Transportation's
(WSDOT) application for a U S. Department of Transportation Infrastructure For Rebuilding

America (INFRA) grant.

Seattle Southside Chamber of Commerce creates success for our members; advances our region;
and maintains a strong economic environment in Southwest King County through support,
service, and advocacy at all levels of government, and by connecting our members to our
COMMUIILIES.

Our Chamber, Seattle Southside, serves the communities of Bunien, SeaTac., Tulcwila. Bunien
and Normandy Park. Within the heart of our community 1s one of the largest economic drivers
for our state, Sea-Tac Airport. Our state 15 one of our nation’s most trade dependent and our
busmesses depend heavily on being able to move people and goods efficiently and effectively
throughout the region and in and out of the airport and surrounding communities. Qur businesses
cannot afford to sit 1 traffic and our communities cannot afford to not have access to

employment.

Transportation, access and mobility are key to providing the economic equity and jobs our
commumnity is depending on. Please help ensure we are able to support opportunity in our
commumnities.

The Puget Sound Gateway Program will complete the long-planned State Route 167 and 509
corridors, two critical final connections on the Designated National Highway Freight Network
serving a major North American gateway for international trade, the Northwest Seaport Alliance
(WWSA). The NWSA. a partnership between the ports of Seattle and Tacoma. 1s the fourth
largest gateway for containerized cargo i North America.

Our country’s agrnicultural industry is critically dependent on the efficient and predictable
movement of freight on the nation’s roadways. The NWSA 1s first in the country for refrigerated
exports (fruits, vegetables and perishable products) wlich makes the efficient movement of
agricultural goods all that more important. In 2017, US companies exported nearly $17 billion
worth of goods through the NWSA. The NWSA is responsible for 38 400 jobs and more than
$12 4 billion in business output and $4 billion n labor ncome. Nearly 73% of exports are

A Woice for Business, A Leader in the Community
14220 Interurban Avenue South #134, Tukwila, WA 98168 « 206 575 1633 » www. SeattleSouthsideChamber.com
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harvested, manufactured or nuned in Washington, Oregon and Idaho. With the completion of SE
167 and 309, access to the ports will be more reliable and efficient and allow business,
emplovment levels, and trade opportunities to increase. Completing the SE. 509 and SE. 167
corndors 1s essential for our nation to remain competitive with other Pacific Ram countries.

In addition, the Gateway Program allows for future construction of a new south access
connection to Seattle-Tacoma Intemational Asrport. This will improve access to the third largest
airport for international trade on the West Coast and the fastest growing airport in the United
States (exporting 62,3735 metric tons of US-made cargo per year).

Orver 94 percent of the project 1s funded through state gas tax. local contributions, and user
revenues from tolls. An INFRA grant. at six percent of the project costs, would complete the
funding to construct these two final freight connections which support $73 billion in
international trade serving Northern Tier states, the Pacific Northwest, and the Puget Sound
region. 1 strongly support WSDOT s INFRA grant application for the Puget Sound Gateway
Program and encourage you to give 1t full and fair consideration.

Sincerely,

4-"-'.- . ..l"- l'r (—j
;oo %
ll\_/’w"tk_f-{r }L%J\

— }
-,
Andrea H Reay
President/CEQ
Seattle Southside Chamber
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Letter 39. South Sound Chambers of Commerce Legislative Coalition

South Sound

CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE

LEGSGISLATIVE COALITIOM

February 10, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave S5E
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

| am writing to express our support for the Washington State Department of Transportation's (WSDOT)
application for a U.S. Department of Transportation Infrastructure For Rebuilding America (INFRA) grant.

The mission of the South Sound Chambers of Commerce Legislative Coalition is to bring together
Chambers of Commerce representing the business community in South King County and North and East
Pierce County (The South Sound) to advocate for local, regional and Washington State business-related
legislation and public policy that Is In the best Interests of the business communlity, The Coalltlon
enables our members to speak with a unified voice and it develops annual, unified legislative positions
and associated legislative events and activities. One of our greatest work plan goals has been and
continues to be Transportation Infrastructure and support for the Puget Sound Gateway Program.

The Puget Sound Gateway Program will complete the long-planned State Route 167 and 509 corridors,
two critical final connections on the Designated National Highway Freight Network serving a major
Morth American gateway for international trade, the Northwest Seaport Alliance (NWSA). The NWSA, a
partnership between the ports of Seattle and Tacoma, is the fourth largest gateway for containerized
cargo in Morth America.

Our country's agricultural industry is critically dependent on the efficient and predictable movement of
freight on the nation’s roadways. The NWSA is first in the country for refrigerated exports (fruits,
vegetables and perishable products) which makes the efficient movement of agricultural goods all that
more important. In 2017, US companies exported nearly $17 billion worth of goods through the NWSA.
The NWSA is responsible for 58,400 jobs and more than 512.4 billion in business output and 54 billion in
labor income. Nearly 75% of exports are harvested, manufactured or mined in Washington, Oregon and
Idaho. With the completion of SR 167 and 5089, access to the ports will be more reliable and efficient and
allow business, employment levels, and trade opportunities to increase. Completing the SR 509 and SR
167 corridors is essential for our nation to remain competitive with other Pacific Rim countries.

In addition, the Gateway Program allows for future construction of a new south access connection to
Seattle-Tacoma International Airport. This will improve access to the third largest airport for
international trade on the West Coast and the fastest growing airport in the United States (exporting
62,375 metric tons of US-made cargo per year),
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Owver 54 percent of the project is funded through state gas tax, local contributions, and user revenues
from tolls. An INFRA grant, at six percent of the project costs, would complete the funding to construct
these two final freight connections which support $73 billion in international trade serving Northern Tier
states, the Pacific Northwest, and the Puget Sound region. |strongly support WSDOT's INFRA grant
application for the Puget Sound Gateway Program and encourage you to give it full and fair
consideration.

Sincerely,

Terry Davis

SSCCLC Coalition President
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Letter 40. American Waterways Operators

B-54

The American
Waterways Operators

5315 22™ Avenue NW Charles P. Costanzo

Seattle, WA 05107 General Counsel & Vice President — Pacific Region
PHOnE: 203.880.3051

EMAIL:  ccostanzofflamericanwaterways.com

February 21, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

On behalf of The American Waterways Operators (AWO), I am pleased to offer our support
for the Washingion State Department of Transporiation’s (WSDOT) Infrastructure for
Rebuilding Amenica grant application for the Puget Sound Gateway Program.

The U.S. tugboat, towboat and barge industry 15 a vital segment of Amenca’s transportation
system. The industry safely and efficiently moves more than 760 million tons of cargo each
year, including more than 60 percent of U.S. export grain; energy sources; and other bulk
commodities that are the building blocks of the U.S. economy. The fleet consists of nearly
5,500 tugboats and towboats, and over 31,000 barges. These vessels transit 25,000 mules of
mland and intracoastal waterways; the Great Lakes; and the Atlantic, Pacific and Gulf coasts.
Tugboats also provide essential services including ship docking, tanker escort and bunkering in
poris and harbors around the country.

Sixteen AWO member compamies are headquartered 1n Washington, and more than a dozen
others operate tugboats and barges on Washington waters. In 2017, US companies exported
nearly $17 billion worth of goods through the Northwest Seaport Alliance (NWSA). a
parinership between the poris of Seattle and Tacoma. AWO members are a critical part of this
economc engine. Towing vessels serve the entire region by transporting commodities_
supporting construction projects, and assisting ships.

The Puget Sound Gateway Program consists of the completion of SR-509 to Seattle and SR-
167 to Tacoma. These two highways serve as the “last mile™ connection for export products
grown and manufactured in the Pacific Northwest and the docks of our public ports on Puget
Sound. These two lughways also provide a direct link to the Green River Valley, home to the
second largest distibution center on the West Coast; 44% of regional truck tnips by NWSA are
destined for this area.

The Tugboat, Towboat and Barge Industry Association
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The Honorable Elaine Chao
Page 2

This interconnectivity offers the prospect of attracting both more cargo and the jobs associated
with cargo movement. The NWSA is currently responsible for 58,400 jobs. more than $12.4
billion i business output and $4 billion in labor income. A completed SR-509 and SR-167
would fuel further job growth and the expansion of mnternational cargo and other operations at
the NWSA — an expansion contingent on good transportation connections to move freight to
and from the docks.

It 1z with this value proposition in mind that AWO strongly endorses the Puget Sound Gateway
Program and urges your support for W5DOT s INFRA grant application.

Sincerely,
ws i { 'r.-'

Charles P. Costanzo
General Counsel & Vice President — Pacific Region
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Letter 41. Coalition for America’s Gateways and Trade Corridors

AECOM

Alameda Corridor-East
Project, San Gabriel Valley
Council of Govemnmments

Broward Counfy’s
Port Everglades

Califormia Departrment
of Transportation

Cambridge
Systematics, inc.

Canaveral Port Authority
Cascadia Center

Chicago Metropolitan
Agency for Planning

City of Chicago
City of Industry

COMPASS — Community
Flanning Association of
Southwest ldaho

Dewberry

Florida Department
of Transportation

Florida East
Coast Railway

Flonda Ports Council

Florida Transportation
Builders' Associafion, Inc.

Freight Maobility Strategic
Imvestment Board
(Washington Stafe)

Gateway Cities Council of
Governments

Great Lakes Dredge & Dock
Company

HERZIOG

HNTB Corporation

ilinois Soybean
Association

Intermodal Association

of Narth America

Kootenai Metropolitan
Planning Organization

Los Angeles
County Metropolitan
Transportation Authority

Majestic Realty Co.

Maricopa Association of
Governments

Memphis Chamber of
Commerce

Metropolitan Transportation
Commission

B-56

Coalition for America’s Gateways

and Trade Corridors
|

February 10, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao

Secretary

United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE

Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

The Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) is seeking INFRA
discretionary funds for their Puget Sound Gateway Program. WSDOT is a member
of the Coalition for Amernica’s Gateways and Trade Corridors (CAGTC), a national
group dedicated fo improving our nation’s freight infrastructure.

The Puget Sound Gateway Program will complete the State Route 167 and 509
corridors, two critical connections on the Designated Mational Highway Freight
Metwork serving the Northwest Seaport Alliance (NWSA). The NWSA, a partnership
between the pors of Seaftle and Tacoma, is the fourth largest gateway for
containerized cargo in North America.

The project would enhance freight movement and access fo the ports as well as
support regional job growth, economic development and competitiveness.
Additionally, the project allows for future construction of a new south access
connection to Seattle-Tacoma International Airport. This will improve access to the
third largest airport for intemational trade on the West Coast and the fastest growing
airport in the United States.

Over 94 percent of the project is funded through state gas tax, local contributions,
and user revenues from tolls. An INFRA grant, at six percent of the project costs,
would complete the funding to construct these two final freight connections which
support $73 billion in international trade

We hope you'll consider the ments of the W3DOT's Puget Sound Gateway
Program application. As an organization, we support investments in freight
infrastructure and we encourage USDOT to continue investing in goods movement
projects through the INFRA grant program. Should you have any quesfions please
do not hesitate to contact me. Thank you in advance for your consideration.

Sincerely,

faco

Elaine Nessle
Executive Director

1625 K Street, NW
202-828-9100 phone

Suite 1100 Washington, DC 20006
703-721-8409fax  www.tradecoridors.org
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Maoffatt & Nichol

MNational Railroad
Caonstruction and
Maintenance
Associafion

NASCO — Narth
American Strategy for
Compelitiveness

The Northwest
Seaport Alliance

Nossaman LLP

Ohio Kentucky Indiana
Regional Council of
Govemnments

Orange County
Transportation Authority

Port Authority of
New York & New Jersey

Port Houston

Port Newark Container
Terminal

Port of Hueneme

Port of Long Beach
Poit of Los Angeles
Port of New Crisans
Port of Oakland

Port of San Diego
Port Tampa Bay

Port of Vancouver USA
Ports America
Chesapeake

Prime Focus, LLC
Puget Sound Regional
Council

RAILCET

SANDAG - San Diego
Associafion of
Govemnments

Southern Califormia
Associafion of
Govemnments

Tampa Hillsborough
Expressway Authority
Tennessee Department
of Transporfation
Washington State
Department of
Transpartation

Will County Center for
Economic Development

WSsP
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Members:

Idaho Transportation
Department

Minnesota DOT
Meontana DOT

Morth Dakota DOT
Oregon DOT
Washington State DOT
Wisconsin DOT

Federal Highways
Administration

BMSF Railway Company

The Morthwest Seaport
Alliance

Port of Everstt

Port of Seattle

Port of Tacoma

Part of Grays Harbaor
Part of Longview

Port of Vancouver, USA
Port of Portland, OR
Port of Paseo

Part of Quincy

Washington Public Ports
Association

Port of Morthern Montana

Great Falls Development
Authority

City of Spokane Valley
City of Connel
Morth Dakota Trade Office

Minot Area Development
Corporation

City of Moorhead

P.O.

Letter 42. Great Northern Corridor Coalition

The: Mission of the Great Northem Comidor Coalition Is foc

FrTmote 3 PrEMmiEr MUT-SEME, MUNTOCE COmTaar by SCtng COISCIVE 1o HTmAle putic polcy, FESSaITh, and MUMMOGs) INT=StUCIRe devVEpMEnt that Sxands COmMENTs
and enhances safty on the Gomdor

Box 1255 Willston, North Dakota 55202 (360) 567-7521

February 24, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Subject: Washington State Department of Transportation
Puget Sound Gateway Program — INFRA Grant
Dear Secretary Chao,

The purpose of this letter is to provide the Great Northern Corridor Coalition’s
support for the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) Puget
Sound Gateway Program of Projects to secure federal funding for the above
referenced INFRA Grant application that completes the construction of SR-167 in
Pierce County and SR-509 in King County.

The Puget Sound Gateway Program of Projects, which has been designated as a
Project of Comridor-Wide Significance by the GNCC, not only supports the
movement of freight to and from the Ports of Seattle and Tacoma that originates
from or is destined for locations all across the Great Northem Caorridor, but it also
helps to move people to the jobs that move that freight, and with one in three jobs
critically dependent upon trade in the State of Washington, this is of vital
importance in helping the U.S. remain trade competitive in a Global Marketplace.

The Great Northern Cormnidor Coalition is a Multi-State, Multimodal Coalition which
represents 8 States, 162 Counties and over 38 Million Amernicans. With the
assistance of two FHWA Multi-State Corndor Operations and Management grants
and our member contributions, we have been collaborating for several years to
promote regional cooperation around Safety, Mobility, Economic Development and
Project Priontization and Support across the Great Northem Corridor.

Our collaboration with Coalition Members has helped to create a collective
identification and prioritization of corridor enhancing projects that contribute to the
seamless movement of freight and people across our great country. We are
indeed a linked system|

75 WSDOT
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The Puget Sound Gateway Program of Projects supports regional economic vitality by improving
freight and passenger mobility and leverages Federal Funding through a robust project partnership.

The Great Northern Corridor is an east-west artery for commerce that is a vital link in the nation’s
supply chain for agriculture, energy products, raw materials and finished goods that support major
U.S. Industries and consumer markets in our 8 states and provides a nationally significant hyperlink
for global trade. The underlying thread and primary focus of the Great Northern Corridor Coalition is
supporting and advocating for the multimodal railroad and roadway infrastructure networks that
connect the Great Lakes to the Pacific Northwest, and the Puget Sound Gateway Program of Projects
has a strategic role in enhancing access to our Pacific Gateway Ports of Seattle and Tacoma that
provide trade services and economic benefits well beyond the borders of the State of Washington!

The Puget Sound Gateway Program of Projects would add vital transportation maobility to the region
and provides benefits to the fluidity of Great Northern Cornidor. This project supports the Coalition’s
vision for “a globally competitive, multi-state and multimodal freight corridor consisting of a seamless
road and rail network that promotes economic growth for neighboring communities and
accommodates the demand for safe, efficient and environmentally sound transportation services.”

We thank you for the opportunity to provide support this important program of projects and
passionately urge your consideration for the Washington State Department of Transportation’s Puget
Sound Gateway Program funding from the INFRA Grant program.

Sincerely,

=

Curtis E. Shuck, Ir.

Ewecartive Dérectaor

Great Northern

Corridor Coalition

CC: Secretary Roger Millar, Washington State Department of Transportation
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Letter 43. Northwest Horticultural Council

NORTHWEST HORTICULTURAL COUNCIL
105 5. 18™ Street, Suite 105

YAKIMA, WASHINGTON 28901 USA
(509) 453-3193 FAX (509) 457-T615
www.nwhort.org

Jamuary 31, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

The Northwest Horticultural Council (WHC) supports the Washington State Department of
Transportation's (WSDOT) application for a U.S. Department of Transportation Infrastructure For
Rebuilding America (INFRA) grant to fund the Puget Sound Gateway Program. The program will
complete the long-planned State Route 167 and 509 corridors, two critical final connections on the
Designated National Highway Freight Network serving a major North American gateway for
mternational trade, the Northwest Seaport Alliance (NWSA). The NWSA. a partnership between the
ports of Seattle and Tacoma., is the fourth largest gateway for containerized cargo in North America.

The NHC represents growers, packers, and shippers of apples, pears, and cherries in Idaho, Oregon,
and Washington. Approximately one third of the crop 15 exported. Fifty-five percent of apple
exports and 23 percent of pear exports-which must be transported from the inland growmng regions
across a mountam pass before reaching these comdors-depend on the efficient and predictable
movement of freight through the Seattle/Tacoma seaport.

In addition. the Puget Sound Gateway Program allows for future construction of a new south access
connection to Seattle-Tacoma International Airport. This will improve access to the third largest
atrport for international trade on the West Coast. Up to 65 percent of the sweet cherry exports,
valued at $243 million. depend on aircraft for transportation to market.

The Northwest Horticultural Council supports WSDOT s INFRA grant application for the Puget
Sound Gateway Program and encourages you to give it full and fair consideration.

Sincerely,
NORTHWEST HORTICULTURAL COUNCIL

Mark Powers
President

cc: NHC Trustees & Member Secretanes
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Letter 44. International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, Local #76

MIKE R. CHURCH, President TIMOTHY K. O'DONNELL SR, Business Manager ALLI MOORE, Recording Secretary

NTERNATIONAL ——
BROTHERH()OD i Local Union #76

o

LECTRICAL 3049 SO. 36th ST, #101

TACOMA, WA 98409
Iy WORKERS (253) 475-1190 -+ 475-1192
CHARTERED FAX: (253) 475-0844
JUNE 6, 1894 www.ibew76.0rg

February 18, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

T am writing to express my support for the Washington State Department of Transportation's (WSDOT) application
for a U.S. Department of Transportation Infrastructure For Rebuilding America (INFRA) grant. The Puget Sound
Gateway Program will complete the long-planned State Route 167 and 509 corridors, two critical final connections
on the Designated National Highway Freight Network serving a major North American gateway for international
trade, the Northwest Seaport Alliance (NWSA). The NWSA, a partnership between the ports of Seattle and
Tacoma, is the fourth largest gateway for containerized cargo in North America.

Our country’s agricultural industry is critically dependent on the efficient and predictable movement of freight on
the nation’s roadways. The NWSA is first in the country for refrigerated exports (fruits, vegetables and perishable
products) which makes the efficient movement of agricultural goods all that more important. In 2017, US
companies exported nearly $17 billion worth of goods through the NWSA. The NWSA is responsible for 58,400
jobs and more than $12.4 billion in business output and $4 billion in labor income. Nearly 75% of exports are
harvested, manufactured or mined in Washington, Oregon and Idaho. With the completion of SR 167 and 509,
access to the ports will be more reliable and efficient and allow business, employment levels, and trade
opportunities to increase. Completing the SR 509 and SR 167 corridors is essential for our nation to remain
competitive with other Pacific Rim countries.

In addition, the Gateway Program allows for future construction of a new south access conncction to Scattle-
Tacoma International Airport. This will improve access to the third largest airport for international trade on the
West Coast and the fastest growing airport in the United States (exporting 62,375 metric tons of US-made cargo per

year).

Over 94 percent of the project is funded through state gas tax, local contributions, and user revenues from tolls. An
INFRA grant, at six percent of the project costs, would complete the funding to construct these two final freight
connections which support $73 billion in international trade serving Northern Tier states, the Pacific Northwest, and
the Puget Sound region. I strongly support WSDOT’s INFRA grant application for the Puget Sound Gateway
Program and encourage you to give it full and fair consideration.

Sincerely,

i -«H//Z/{,//’/QL, A,

Timothy K 0'Donnell Sr.
Business Manager

TKO:kjh
opeiu#8

Printed on Union Made Paper
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Letter 45. International Longshore and Warehouse Union, Washington Area District Council

mnare dng
T 5,

h INTERNATIONAL LONGSHORE & WAREHOUSE UNION
b
\O

WASHINGTON AREA DISTRICT COUNCIL

3440 E. Marginal Way § *= Seattle, WA 98134

February 19, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao,

I am writing to express my support for the Washington State Department of Transportation's
(WSDOT) application for a U.S. Department of Transportation Infrastructure for Rebuilding
America (INFRA) Grant. The Puget Sound Gateway Program will complete the long-planned State
Route 167 and 509 corridors. two critical, final connections on the Designated National Highway
Freight Network serving a major North American gateway for international trade, the Northwest
Seaport Alliance (NWSA). The NWSA, a partnership between the ports of Seattle and Tacoma, is
the fourth largest gateway for containerized cargo in North America,

Our country’s agricultural industry is critically dependent on the efficient and prediclable
movement of freight along the nation’s roadways. The NWSA is first in the country for refrigerated
exports such as fruits. vegetables and perishable products, which makes the efficient movement of
these agricultural goods all that more important. In 2017, US companies exported nearly $17
billion worth of goods through the NWSA, The NWSA is responsible for 58,400 jobs, more than
$12.4 billion in business output, and $4 billion in labor income. Nearly 75% of exports are
harvested, manufactured or mined in Washington, Oregon, and Idaho. With the completion of SR
167 and 509, access to the ports will be more reliable and efficient and will allow business,
employment levels, and trade opportunities to increase, Completing the SR 509 and SR 167
corridors is essential for our nation to remain competitive with other Pacific Rim countries,
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In addition, the Gateway Program allows for future construction of a new southern access
connection to Seattle-Tacoma International Airport. This will improve access to the third largest
airport for international trade on the West Coast and the fastest growing airport in the United
States, exporting 62,375 metric tons of US-made cargo per year.

Over 94 percent of the project is funded through Washington State gas tax, local contributions,
and user revenues from tolls. An INFRA grant, at six percent of the project costs, would complete
the funding to construct these two final freight connections which support $73 billion in
international trade serving Northern Tier states, the Pacific Northwest, and the Puget Sound region.
I strongly support WSDOT’s INFRA grant application for the Puget Sound Gateway Program and
encourage you to give it full and fair consideration,

Sincerely,

7

Dan McKisson
President, Washington Area District Council

DEM/mcg
opeiu #8 afl-cio
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Letter 46. Washington Association of Wheat Growers

10 E. FIrst Avie. @ Rezville, WA @ 99169 ®Fhone (50%) 659-0610 @ Fax (509} 659-3302

e N

()  Washington Association of Wheat Growers
Y

Januwary 30, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE
Washmgton, DC 203590

Dear Secretary Chao:

I am wrniting to express my support for the Washington State Department of Transportation’s
(WSDOT) application for a U.S. Department of Transportation Infrastructure For Rebuilding America
(INFRA) grant. The Puget Sound Gateway Program will complete the long-planned State Route 167
and 309 corndors, two critical final connections on the Designated National Highway Freight Network
serving a major North Amernican gateway for international trade, the Northwest Seaport Alliance
(NWSA). The NWSA, a partnership between the ports of Seattle and Tacoma. 1s the fourth largest
gateway for contamnerized cargo in North America.

QOur country’s agricultural industry 1s critically dependent on the efficient and predictable movement of
freight on the nation’s roadways. The NWSA 1s first in the country for refngerated exports (fruits,
vegetables and penishable products) which makes the efficient movement of agnicultural goods all that
more important. In 2017, US companies exported nearly $17 billion worth of goods through the
NWSA. The NWSA is responsible for 58.400 jobs and more than $12 4 billion in business output and
$4 billion m labor mcome. Nearly 75% of exports are harvested. manufactured or mined in
Washington, Oregon and Idaho. With the completion of SR 167 and 509, access to the ports will be
more reliable and efficient and allow business, employment levels, and trade opportunities to increase.
Completing the SR 509 and SE. 167 comidors 1s essential for our nation to remain competitive with
other Pacific Rim countries.

In addition, the Gateway Program allows for future construction of a new south access connection to
Seattle-Tacoma International Airport. This will improve access to the third largest airport for
international trade on the West Coast and the fastest growing airport m the United States (exporiing
62,375 metric tons of US-made cargo per year).

Ower 94 percent of the project 1s funded through state gas tax, local contributions, and user revenues
from tolls. An INFRA grant, at six percent of the project costs, would complete the funding to
construct these two final freight connections which support $73 billion in international trade serving
Northern Tier states, the Pacific Northwest. and the Puget Sound region. I strongly support WSDOT s
INFRA grant application for the Puget Sound Gateway Program and encourage you to give it full and
fair consideration.

Sincerely,

r i,
Vo #~ 52
[y 1

RS?:-m Poe
WAWG President & Transportation Commitiee Chair
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Letter 47. Washington Council on International Trade

WCIT

January 30, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.5. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE
Washington, DC 20550

Dear Secretary Chao:

On behalf of the Washington Council on International Trade, | write to express my support for the
Washington State Department of Transportation's (WSDOT) application for a U.S. Department of
Transportation Infrastructure For Rebuilding America (INFRA) grant. The Puget Sound Gateway Program
will complete the long-planned State Route 167 and 503 corridors, two critical final connections on the
Designated National Highway Freight Network serving a major North American gateway for international
trade, the Northwest Seaport Alliance (NWSA). The NWSA, a partnership between the ports of Seattle and
Tacoma, is the fourth largest gateway for containerized cargo in North America.

Our country’s agricultural industry is critically dependent on the efficiant and predictable movement of
freight on the nation’s roadways. The NWSA is first in the country for refrigerated exports (fruits,
vegetables and perishable products) which makes the efficient movement of agricultural goods all that
more important. In 2017, US companies exported nearly 517 billion worth of goods through the NWSA.
The NWSA is responsible for 58,400 jobs and more than $12.4 billion in business output and %4 billion in
labor income. Nearly 75% of exports are harvested, manufactured or mined in Washington, Oregon and
Idaho. With the completion of SR 167 and 309, access to the ports will be more reliable and efficient and
allow business, employment levels, and trade opportunities to increase. Completing the SR 509 and SR
167 corridors is essential for our nation to remain competitive with other Pacific Rim countries.

In addition, the Gateway Program allows for future construction of a new south access connection to
Seattle-Tacoma International Airport. This will improve access to the third largest airport for international
trade on the West Coast and the fastest growing airport in the United States (exporting 62,375 metric
tons of US-made cargo per year).

Over 94 percent of the project is funded through state gas tax, local contributions, and user revenues
from tolls. An INFRA grant, at six percent of the project costs, would complete the funding to construct
these two final freight connections which support $73 billion in international trade serving Northern Tier
states, the Pacific Northwest, and the Puget Sound region. WCIT supports WSDOT's INFRA grant
application for the Puget Sound Gateway Program and encourage you to give it full and fair consideration.

Sincerely,
Lori Otto Punke

President
Washington Council on International Trade

Washington Council on International Trade
13071 Fifth Avenue, Suite 1500, Seattle, WA 98101 | p: (206) 389-7200 | wcit.org

Appendix B: Letters of Support 2=
B-64 February 25, 2020 Vs WSDOT



Letter 48. Washington Farm Bureau

B WASHINGTON
WD FARM BUREAU

975 Carpenter Rd NE, Suite 301
Lacey, WA 98516

February 18. 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave S5E
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

I am writing on behalf of the more than 46.000 member families of the Washington Farm Bureau to
express our support for the Washington State Department of Transportation's (WSDOT) application for a
U.S. Department of Transportation Infrastructure For Rebuilding America (INFRA) grant. The Puget
Sound Gateway Program will complete the long-planned State Route 167 and 509 corridors, two critical
final connections on the Designated National Highway Freight Network serving a major North American
gateway for international trade, the Northwest Seaport Alliance (NWSA). The NWSA, a partnership
between the ports of Seattle and Tacoma, 1s the fourth largest gateway for containerized cargo in North
America.

Our country’s agricultural industry 1s critically dependent on the efficient and predictable movement of
freight on the nation’s roadways. The NWSA 1s first in the country for refrigerated exports (fruits,
vegetables and perishable products) which makes the efficient movement of agricultural goods all that
more important. In 2017, US companies exported nearly $17 billion worth of goods through the NWSA.
The NWSA is responsible for 58,400 jobs and more than $12 4 billion in business output and $4 billion in
labor income. Nearly 75% of exports are harvested, manufactured or mined in Washington, Oregon and
Idaho. With the completion of SR 167 and 509, access to the ports will be more reliable and efficient and
allow business, employment levels, and trade opportunities to increase. Completing the SE 509 and SR
167 corridors 1s essential for our nation to remain competitive with other Pacific Rim countries.

Over 94 percent of the project is funded through state gas tax, local contributions, and user revenues from
tolls. An INFRA grant, at six percent of the project costs. would complete the funding to construct these
two final freight connections which support $73 billion in international trade serving Northern Tier states,
the Pacific Northwest, and the Puget Sound region. I strongly support WSDOT s INFEA grant
application for the Puget Sound Gateway Program and encourage vou to give it full and fair
consideration.

Sincerely.
John Stublmiller

Chief Executive Officer
Washington Farm Bureau
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Letter 49. Washington State Potato Commission

B-66

PH: 509 765-8845 Fax: 509 765-4853 wWWW. POTATOES.COM

h'm“ n WASHINGTON STATE POTATO COMMISSION
?o b m 108 INTERLAKE ROAD, MOSES LAKE, WA 98837

February 1, 2020

The Honorable Elaine Chao
Secretary of Transportation

1.5, Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., 5.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

RE: INFRA Grant Letter of Support

Dear Secretary Chao,

We are writing to express our support for the Washington State Department of Transportation's
(W5sDOT) application for a U.5. Department of Transportation Infrastructure for Rebuilding America
(INFRA) grant. The Puget Sound Gateway Program will complete the long-planned State Route 167 and
509 corridors, two critical final connections on the Designated National Highway Freight Network
serving a major Morth American gateway for international trade. The Northwest Seaport Alliance
(NWSA) is a partnership between the ports of Seattle and Tacoma, and the fourth largest gateway for
containerized cargo in North America.

Our region’s world class ports have long helped the Pacific Northwest occupy a position among the
nation’s top export gateways. Washington State potato growers depend on our ports as part of the
formula that makes our frozen, dehydrated, and fresh potato exports competitive in overseas markets.
If our nation fails to undertake the investments necessary to maintain and grow our gateways and trade
corridors it will affect our livelihood.

Our family potato farms produced almost 10 billion pounds of potatoes on 165,000 acres this past year.
That harvested crop is mostly used in processing applications—for example, the production of frozen
french fries, potato chips, and dehydrated potato products such as instant mashed potatoes. We also
have a robust fresh potato and a growing chip stock industry which supports a resilient food security
presence, domestically and around the globe. We estimate that 9 out of every 10 potatoes grown in
Washington will leave the state. This production provides 57.4 billion dollars in direct and indirect
economic benefit while supporting more than 36,000 jobs. Improving our ability to access larger
container vessels is necessary to remain globally relevant.

The Puget Sound Gateway Program will extend SR 167 into the Port of Tacoma and will extend SR 509
and improve Interstate 5 allowing for improved connections to the Port of Seattle. The new partions of
SR 508 and SR 167 will reduce congestion and allow for faster and more efficient freight movement to
and from the ports of Seattle and Tacoma, operating jointly as the Northwest Seaport Alliance.
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Owver 94 percent of the project is funded through state gas tax, local contributions, and user revenues
from tolls. An INFRA grant, at six percent of the project costs, would complete the funding to construct
these twao final freight connections which support 573 billion in international trade serving Northern Tier
states, the Pacific Northwest, and the Puget Sound region. We support WSDOT's INFRA grant
application for the Puget Sound Gateway Program and encourage you to give it full and fair
consideration.

Sincerely,

; Z

Matt Harris

Assistant Executive Director

Director of Governmental Affairs
Washington State Potato Commission
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Letter 50. Washington State Apple Commission

w
29 January 2020 Washington Apple Commission

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

I am writing to express my support for the Washington State Department of Transportation's
(WSDOT) application for a U.S. Department of Transportation Infrastructure For Rebuilding
America (INFRA) grant. The Puget Sound Gateway Program will complete the long-planned State
Route 167 and 509 corridors, two critical final connections on the Designated National Highway
Freight Network serving a major North American gateway for international trade, the Northwest
Seaport Alliance (NWSA). The NWSA, a partnership between the ports of Seattle and Tacoma, is
the fourth largest gateway for containerized cargo in North America.

Our country’s agricultural industry is critically dependent on the efficient and predictable
movement of freight on the nation’s roadways. The NWSA is first in the country for refrigerated
exports (fruits, vegetables and perishable products) which makes the efficient movement of
agricultural goods all that more important. In 2017, US companies exported nearly $17 billion
worth of goods through the NWSA. The NWSA is responsible for 58,400 jobs and more than $12.4
billion in business output and $4 billion in labor income. Nearly 75% of exports are harvested,
manufactured or mined in Washington, Oregon and Idaho. With the completion of SR 167 and
509, access to the ports will be more reliable and efficient and allow business, employment levels,
and trade opportunities to increase. Completing the SR 509 and SR 167 corridors is essential for
our nation to remain competitive with other Pacific Rim countries.

In addition, the Gateway Program allows for future construction of a new south access connection
to Seattle-Tacoma International Airport. This will improve access to the third largest airport for
international rade on the West Coast and the fastest growing airport in the United States (exporting
62,375 metric tons of US-made cargo per year).

Over 94 percent of the project is funded through state gas tax, local comtributions, and user
revenues from tolls. An INFRA grant, at six percent of the project costs, would complete the
funding to construct these two final freight connections which support $73 billion in international
trade serving Northern Tier states, the Pacific Northwest, and the Puget Sound region. I strongly
support WSDOT's INFRA grant application for the Puget Sound Gateway Program and encourage
you to give it full and fair consideration.

2900 Euclid Avenue = Wenatchee, WA 98801
(509) 663-9600 * FAX: (509) 662-5824 = www.bestapples.com
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Todd M thover

‘Washington Apple c-:-mrnission
2900 Euclid Street
‘Wenatchee, WA 98801
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Letter 51. Washington State Tree Fruit Association

I\ Washington State
. ) Tree Fruit Association

105 S. 18™ Street, Suite 116 - Yakima, WA 98901 - 509-452-8555
February 20, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20520

Dear Secretary Chao:

I am writing to express the support of the Washington State Tree Fruit Association (WSTFA) for the
Washington State Department of Transportation's (WSDOT) application for a U.S. Department of
Transportation Infrastructure For Rebuilding America (INFRA) grant. The Puget Sound Gateway
Program will complete the long-planned State Route 167 and 509 corridors, two critical final connections
on the Designated National Highway Freight Network Serving a major North American gateway for
international frade, the Northwest Seaport Alliance (NWWSA). The NWSA, a partnership between the
ports of Seattle and Tacoma, is the fourth largest gateway for containerized cargo in North America.

WSTFA represents the growers, packers, and marketers of apples, pears, cherries and other tree fruits in
Washington State. Thirty percent of our members’ production is exported, much of it through the Ports of
Seattle and Tacoma. Central and Eastern Washingion depend on the ability fo get crops to foreign
markets- Washington alone exports $6.5 billion in goods through our ports each vear supporting nearly
400,000 jobs. Agricultural goods are a large percentage of those exports including $497 million in
apples, $461 million in hay, and $243 million i chernies.

Washingion State’s economy is critically dependent on the efficient movement of freight on its roadways.
The NWSA is the fourth largest container gateway in North America, responsible for 48 000 jobs and
more than $4 billion in economic activity. The nearby cities of Kent, Sumner and Puyallup are home to
the second-largest distribution center complexes on the West Coast and the fourth-largest in the country.
The Sea-Tac International Airport is the fastest growing in the United States and the third largest airport
for international trade on the West Coast, exporting 62,375 Metric Tons of US-made cargo a year.
Completing SR 509 and SR 167 is essential for our region, state and nation to remain competitive in
growing markets on the Pacific Rim.

Thank you for considering our members” support for WSDOT s INFRA grant application for the Puget
Sound Gateway Program.

Sincerely,
G 4 /
o S Qf@/;—r
Ranie L. Haas

Director of Regulatory and Industry Affairs
Washington State Tree Fruit Association
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Letter 52. Washington Trucking Associations

:
WTA
WASHINGTON TRUCKING ASSOCIATIONS

Executive Vice President President
Sheri Call Brent Vander Fol
February 20, 2020

The Honorable Elame Chao

Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave.. S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

On behalf of Washington Trucking Associations {(WTA). I am pleased to offer our support for
the Washington State Department of Transportation's (WSDOT) application for a U.S.
Department of Transportation Infrastructure For Rebuilding America (INFRA) grant. The Puget
Sound Gateway Program will complete the long-planned State Route 167 and 309 corndors, two
crtical final connections on the Designated National Highway Freight Network serving a major
North American gateway for international trade, the Northwest Seaport Alliance (NWSA). The
NWSA, a partnership between the ports of Seattle and Tacoma. 1s the fourth largest gateway for

contamerized cargo i North America.

WTA has been the Washington State trucking industry’s trade association smce 1922, We
represent over 800 member orgamzations in Washington that transport the goods our state relies
upon, as well as companies that supply the goods and services needed to keep trucking
companies rolling.

Our country’s agricultural industry 1s critically dependent on the efficient and predictable
movement of freight on the nation’s roadways. The WWSA 1s first in the country for refrigerated
exports (fruits, vegetables and perishable products) which makes the efficient movement of
agricultural goods all that more important. In 2017, US companies exported nearly $17 billion
worth of goods through the NWSA_ The NWSA 1s responsible for 38 400 jobs. more than $12 .4
billion in business output. and $4 billion in labor income. Nearly 75% of exports are harvested.
manufactured or nuned in Washington, Oregon and Idaho. With the completion of SR 167 and
509 access to the ports will be more reliable and efficient and allow business, employment
levels, and trade opportunities to mcrease. Completmg the SR 509 and SR 167 cormndors 1s
essential for our nation to remamn competitve with other Pacific Rim countries.

In addition. the Gateway Program allows for future construction of a new south access
comnection to Seattle-Tacoma International Asrport. This will improve access to the third largest
awrport for mternational trade on the West Coast. and the fastest growing awport m the United
States (exporting 62 3735 metric tons of US-made cargo per vear).

[253) 838-1650 « 2102 Carriage Dr S\, Bldg F « Olympia, WA 98502 = www.wtaontheroad.com
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WASHINGTON TRUCKING ASSOCIATIONS

Executive Vice President President
Sheri Call Brent Vander Pol

Orver 94% of the project 15 funded through state gas tax. local contributions, and user revenues
from tolls. An INFRA grant. at 6% of the project costs, would complete the funding to construct
these two final freight connections which support $73 billion in international trade serving
Northern tier states, the Pacific Northwest, and the Puget Sound region.

It 15 with this value proposition m mind that WTA strongly endorses the Puget Sound Gateway
Program and urges your support for WSDOT s grant application.

Sincerely, _
.L"nﬂ.] f il A

Sheri Call
Executive Vice President
Washington Trucking Associations

[253) 838-1650 « 2102 Carriage Dr S\W, Bldg F « Olympia, WA 98502 »www.witaontheroad.com
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Letter 53. Puget Sound Pilots

—

PUGET SOUND PILOTS
Protecting Puget Sound Since 1935

January 30, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Subject: Support of Washington State Department of Transportation's (WSDOT) application for a U.S.
Department of Transportation Infrastructure (INFRA) grant to fund the Puget Sound Gateway Program.

Dear Secretary Chao:

I am writing to express Puget Sound Pilots’ support of Washington State Department of Transportation's
(WSDOT) application for a U.S. Department of Transportation Infrastructure (INFRA) grant to provide
funding toward the Puget Sound Gateway Program.

As the state licensed marine pilots who navigate ships in and out of Puget Sound’s inland waters, we
have a first-hand appreciation of the tremendous and far reaching value port and transportation
infrastructure bring to the state and national economies, especially its shipping partners. The Puget
Sound Gateway Program will complete the long-planned State Route 167 and 509 corridors, two critical
final connections on the Designated National Highway Freight Network serving a major North American
gateway for international trade, the Northwest Seaport Alliance (NWSA). The NWSA is a partnership
between the ports of Seattle and Tacoma and is also the fourth largest port gateway for containerized
cargo in North America.

As you are acutely aware, our country's agricultural industry is critically dependent on the efficient and
predictable movement of freight on the nation’s roadways. The NWSA port gateway is first in the
country for higher value refrigerated exports such as fresh fruits, cut floral greens, frozen french fries
and other perishable goods. Refrigerated goods are critically dependent on efficient transport from the
farm to the port. In 2017, US companies exported nearly 517 billion worth of goods through the NWSA.
Nearly 75% of exports are harvested, manufactured or mined in Washington, Oregon and Idaho. With
this, the NWSA is responsible for 58,400 jobs and more than $12.4 billion in business output and $4
billion in labor income. Completion of SR 167 and 509, will enable more efficient and reliable access to
the ports and allow business, employment levels, and trade opportunities to grow. Completing the SR
509 and SR 167 corridors is essential for our nation to remain competitive with other Pacific Rim
countries, and for the Puget Sound Gateway to remain competitive with growing port gateways in
British Columbia, Canada.

Lastly, the Puget Sound Gateway Program allows for future construction of a new south access
connection to Seattle-Tacoma International Airport. This will improve access to the third largest airport
for international trade on the West Coast and the fastest growing airport in the United States (exporting
62,375 metric tons of US-made cargo per year). Further, this improvement is expected to be a catalyst to
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PUGET SOUND PILOTS
Protecting Puge! Sound Since 1935

a growing SeaTac logistics hub which will serve to increase opportunities to attract, flow and anchor
more cargo warehousing, distribution and jobs in the U.S.

Itis important to highlight that over 94 percent of the project is funded through state gas tax, local
contributions, and user revenues from tolls. An INFRA grant, at six percent of the project costs, would
complete the funding to construct these two final freight connections which support $73 billion in
international trade serving Northern Tier states, the Pacific Northwest, and the Puget Sound region.

Puget Sound Pilots strongly support WSDOT’s INFRA grant application for the Puget Sound Gateway
Program and encourage you to approve funding for this project. In doing so, you will be supporting
infrastructure that is so critical for improving efficiency and trade opportunities for our U.S. port
gateway and especially for U.S. exporters of agricultural and higher value perishable goods.

We greatly appreciate your thoughtful consideration of this application.

Sincerely,

Linda Styrk
Executive Director
Puget Sound Pilots
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Letter 54. Economic Development Board for Tacoma-Pierce County

edb

ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT
BOARD Fitect counrv

February 19, 2020 950 Pacific Avenue, Suite 410
Tacoma, Wi 98402

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 253.983.4726
Secretary of Transportation edbTacomaPierce.org
U.S. Department of Transportation

1200 New Jersey Ave SE

Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

I am writing to express my support for the Washington State Department of
Transportation's (WSDOT) application for a U.S. Department of Transportation
Infrastructure For Rebuilding America (INFRA) grant. The Puget Sound Gateway
Program will complete the long-planned State Route 167 and 509 corridors, two
critical final connections on the Designated National Highway Freight Network
serving a major North American gateway for international trade, the Northwest
Seaport Alliance (NWSA). The NWSA, a partnership between the ports of Seattle
and Tacoma, is the fourth largest gateway for containerized cargo in North
America.

Our country’s agricultural industry is critically dependent on the efficient and
predictable movement of freight on the nation’s roadways. The NWSA is first in
the country for refrigerated exports (fruits, vegetables and perishable products)
which makes the efficient movement of agricultural goods all that more
important. In 2017, US companies exported nearly $17 billion worth of goods
through the NWSA. The NWSA is responsible for 58,400 jobs and more than
$12.4 billion in business output and $4 billion in labor income. Nearly 75% of
exports are harvested, manufactured or mined in Washington, Oregon and Idaho.
With the completion of SR 167 and 5009, access to the ports will be more reliable
and efficient and allow business, employment levels, and trade opportunities to
increase. Completing the SR 509 and SR 167 corridors is essential for our nation
to remain competitive with other Pacific Rim countries.

In addition, the Gateway Program allows for future construction of a new south
access connection to Seattle-Tacoma International Airport. This will improve
access to the third largest airport for international trade on the West Coast and
the fastest growing airport in the United States (exporting 62,375 metric tons of
US-made cargo per year).

Over 94 percent of the project is funded through state gas tax, local contributions,
and user revenues from tolls. An INFRA grant, at six percent of the project costs,
would complete the funding to construct these two final freight connections

Page 1 of 2
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ECONOMIC

DEVELOPMENT

BOARD it counrv
which support $73 billion in international trade serving Northern Tier states, the

Pacific Northwest, and the Puget Sound region. I strongly support WSDOT's

INFRA grant application for the Puget Sound Gateway Program and encourage
you to give it full and fair consideration.

Sincerely,

B Lt 200

Bruce Kendall
President & CEOQ

Pagez of 2
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Letter 55. International Longshore and Warehouse Union, Local 19

and WAREHOUSE

3440 East Marginal Way So., Seattle, WA 98134 - (206) 623-7461 - Fax (206) 623-8136
businessoffice@ilwulocal19.org

LOCAL 19
February 19, 2020 ’
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao RICHARD AUSTIN
Secretary of Transportation President
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE KURT HARRIAGE
Washington, DC 20590 Day Businers Agent
Dear Sceretary Chao: JEROME JOHNSON

Night Business Agent
Tam writing to express my support for the Washington State Department of Transportation's (WSDOT)
application for a U.8. Department of Transportation Infrastructure For Rebuilding America (INFRA)
grant. The Puget Sound Gateway Program will complete the long-planned State Route 167 and 509 -
corridors, two critical final connections on the Designated National Highway Freight Network serving a
major North American gateway for international trade, the Northwest Seaport Alliance (NWSA). The
NWSA, a partnership between the ports of Seattle and Tacoma, is the fourth largest gateway for
containerized cargo in North America.

Our country’s agricultural industry is critically dependent on the efficient and predictable movement of
freight on the nation’s roadways. The NWSA is first in the country for refrigerated exports (fruits,
vegetables and perishable products) which makes the efficient movement of agricultural goods all that
more important. In 2017, US companies exported nearly $17 billion worth of goods through the NWSA.
The NWSA is responsible for 58,400 jobs and more than $12.4 billion in business output and $4 billion in
labor income. Nearly 75% of exports are harvested, manufactured or mined in Washington, Oregon and
Idaho, With the completion of SR 167 and 509, access to the ports will be more reliable and efficient and
allow business, employment levels, and trade opportunities to increase. Completing the SR 509 and SR
167 corridors is essential for our nation to remain competitive with other Pacific Rim countries.

In addition, the Gateway Program allows for future construction of a new south access connection to
Seattle-Tacoma International Airport. This will improve access to the third largest airport for international
trade on the West Coast and the fastest growing airport in the United States (exporting 62,375 metric tons
of US-made cargo per year).

Over 94 percent of the project is funded through state gas tax, local contributions, and user revenues from
tolls. An INFRA grant, at six percent of the project costs, would complete the funding to construct these
two final freight connections which support $73 billion in international trade serving Northern Tier states,
the Pacific Northwest, and the Puget Sound region. I strongly support WSDOT's INFRA grant
application for the Puget Sound Gateway Program and encourage you to give it full and fair
consideration.

i
- @rffrﬁ (LA

President, ILWU Local 19

Sincerely,

RA/fe
OPEI8 afl-cio
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