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The GNB Lite provides selected highlights from WSDOT’s quarterly performance report on transportation systems, programs and 
department management. To see the full GNB visit http://wsdot.wa.gov/publications/fulltext/graynotebook/gray-notebook-Sep19.pdf.
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Most counties with permanent counters see increases in active transportation trips
Between 2017 and 2018, the number of active transportation trips increased in eight of the nine counties with 
permanent bicyclist and pedestrian counters (see table below). These increases ranged from 0.4% (Clallam County) to 
31% (Benton County). Kitsap County saw a 3% decrease in active transportation trips.

Active transportation trips increase between 2017 and 2018 in eight of nine counties with permanent counters 
Bicyclist, Pedestrian and all active trips in thousands; By county

County (number of counters) Bicyclist trips Pedestrian trips All active trips

2017 2018 % Change 2017 2018 % Change 2017 2018 % Change

Benton (1) 43.4 47.1 9% 41.7 64.0 53% 85.1 111.1 31%

Clallam (1) 18.1 18.6 3% 73.0 72.9 0% 91.1 91.5 0.4%

Clark (1) 20.0 20.5 3% 2.9 3.8 31% 22.9 24.3 6%

Douglas (1) 27.0 29.2 8% 21.1 25.3 20% 48.1 54.5 13%

King (except UW Transit Center 2; 11)1 1,567.6 1,594.9 2% 2,508.5 3,483.7 39% 4,076.1 5,078.6 25%

Kitsap (1)2 39.7 38.7 -3% N/A N/A N/A 39.7 38.7 -3%

Spokane (4) 90.0 93.5 4% 193.2 212.0 10% 283.2 305.5 8%

Thurston (1) 35.9 37.0 3% 14.7 15.0 2% 50.6 52.0 3%

Yakima (1) 23.3 29.3 26% 52.7 53.1 1% 76.0 82.4 8%
Data source: WSDOT Active Transportation Division.

Notes: Includes only counters that recorded full years of data in both 2017 and 2018. Numbers have been rounded and may not add to totals. 
1 Data from the permanent counter located at UW Transit Center 2 indicates very large differences between 2017 and 2018. Because similar 
differences are not seen in any of the nearby counters, data from this counter is excluded. 2 Bicycle counter only. 

Washington State Ferries vessel preservation backlog decreases in FY2019

     |   GNB Lite Edition 75   |   September 2019

Washington State Ferries 
decommissioned the 52-year-old 
Motor/Vessel Hyak at the end of 
fiscal year 2019 (July 1, 2018 to June 
30, 2019), causing WSF's vessel 
preservation backlog to decrease 
by $2.1 million. This represents a 
1.2% decrease from FY2018, when 
the total backlog for WSF’s fleet 
of 23 vessels was $208.6 million. 
Approximately 12% ($25.1 million) 
of the 2018 vessel backlog was 
attributable to the M/V Hyak. 
The preservation backlog is the 
estimated value of preservation 
activities that are overdue for 
completion. 

The decommissioned M/V Hyak was 
replaced with the M/V Suquamish in 
FY2018 but retained through FY2019 

to support warranty repairs. While 
its decommissioning kept the total 
backlog from growing (the backlog 
for the remainder of the fleet 

increased by $22.5 million between 
FY2018 and FY2019), that came at 
the cost of reducing the fleet from 
23 vessels to 22. 
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Preservation backlog for WSF vessels decreases in FY2019, up from FY2015
Fiscal years 2015 through 2019; Dollars in millions

Data source: Washington State Ferries.
Notes: In 2019 dollars. Values have been rounded.
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Majority of WSDOT's primary buildings in poor condition
Number and percentage1 of WSDOT primary2 buildings by condition; September 2019 
compared to September 2017

Data source: WSDOT Capital Facilities Office.
Notes: 1 Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 2 Primary buildings are agency-owned 
buildings 2,000 square feet or larger. 3 WSDOT added one new primary building to its inventory 
between 2017 and 2019.
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As of September 2019, 153 (54%) of 
WSDOT's primary buildings were in 
poor condition, a net increase of 27 
over the 126 (45%) buildings in poor 
condition in 2017 when building 
conditions were last assessed. The 
agency owns 284 primary buildings 
(buildings over 2,000 square feet) 
as of September 2019. During the 
2019 building condition assessment, 

21 (7%) buildings achieved a good 
condition rating, one fewer than the 
22 (8%) rated good in 2017. Primary 
buildings considered to be in fair 
condition decreased to 110 (39%), 
compared to 135 (48%) in 2017. The 
condition of agency-owned primary 
buildings directly affects the ability 
of staff to meet the agency's mission 
and strategic goals. 

Airport pavement condition 
continues to deteriorate
Based on 2018 aviation pavement 
management system (APMS) data, 
approximately 74% of the pavement 
area managed in the APMS requires 
routine and preventive maintenance, 
while 26% of the pavement area 
requires major rehabilitation or 
reconstruction. 

If no additional state, federal or 
local funding is expended for 
airport pavement maintenance and 
rehabilitation, the overall pavement 
condition index (PCI) is estimated 
to decrease from 73 to 64 by 2025, 
with approximately 42% of pavement 
area  requiring costly major 
rehabilitation or reconstruction. 
The repair types associated with 
PCI include 0-40 = reconstruction, 
41-70 = major rehabilitation, and 
71-100 = preventive maintenance. 
The PCI of WSDOT airports has 
steadily decreased since 2005, when 
the area-weighted PCI was 78.

WSDOT builds 66 new 
stormwater facilities 
WSDOT built 66 stormwater 
treatment and flow control facilities 
during FY2019 (July 2018 through 
June 2019) to help prevent adverse 
effects to rivers, lakes and other 
water bodies. Of the 66 facilities, 47 
were constructed in urban areas of 
the state covered by the agency’s 
municipal stormwater permit.

All 66 stormwater facilities were 
components of larger WSDOT 
transportation projects. The number 
of new stormwater facilities WSDOT 
builds each year depends on how 

many transportation projects are 
under construction. For example, 
when WSDOT adds new lanes to a 
highway, the agency is required to 
add a stormwater facility such as a 
biofiltration swale (a vegetated ditch 
that helps remove pollutants from 
stormwater before it flows into a 
river, lake or groundwater). 

WSDOT supports inclusion 
through apprenticeship
Apprentices worked 703,708 hours 
on WSDOT projects in 2018, gaining 
experience that is designed to help 

them advance in their trades. Of the 
apprentice hours reported, 312,741 
hours (approximately 44%) were 
worked by women and minorities. 
WSDOT values diversity and 
inclusion; the agency is working to 
ensure fair and equal opportunities 
for everyone to participate in its 
contracts. 

The agency requires construction 
contractors to employ apprentices 
on agency projects estimated to 
cost more than $3 million. This helps 
individuals gain experience and 
ensures the availability of skilled 
construction industry workers to 
complete projects in the future. 
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Statewide policy goal/ Previous Current Goal Five-year trend Desired 
WSDOT performance measure period period Goal met (unless noted) trend
Safety
Rate of traffic fatalities per 100 million vehicle 
miles traveled statewide 0.92 0.88 <1.001

(Annual measure: calendar years 2017 & 2018) ¤
Rate of recordable incidents for every 
100 full-time WSDOT workers 4.7 5.0 <5.0
(Annual measure: calendar years 2017 & 2018) ¤
Preservation
Percentage of state highway pavement in fair 
or better condition by vehicle miles traveled 92.2% 91.8%
(Annual measure: calendar years 2016 & 2017)

> 90% £
Percentage of state bridges in fair or better 
condition by bridge deck area 92.5% 92.9%
(Annual measure: fiscal years 2018 & 2019)

> 90% £
Mobility2 (congestion relief)

Highways: Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT)         34.6 35.4on state highways
(Annual measure: calendar years 2017 & 2018) billion billion N/A ¤
Highways: Average incident clearance times 13.0 13.3 for all Incident Response program responses
(Calendar quarterly measure: Q3 2018 & Q3 2019) minutes minutes N/A ¤
Ferries: Percentage of trips departing on time³
(Fiscal quarterly measure: year to year Q1 FY2019 & Q1 FY2020) 85.7% 85.5% > 95% £
Rail: Amtrak Cascades on-time performance4
(Annual measure: fiscal years 2017 & 2018) 56.3%⁵ 53.9% > 88% £
Environment
Number of WSDOT stormwater management Not facilities constructed 78 66 N/A
(Annual measure: fiscal years 2018 & 2019) applicable

Cumulative number of WSDOT fish passage 
improvement projects constructed 330 345 N/A
(Annual measure: calendar years 2017 & 2018) £
Stewardship
Cumulative number of Nickel and TPA projects 
completed⁶ and percentage on time⁷ 382/ 383/ > 90%
(Biennial quarterly measure: Q8 2017-2019 & Q1 2019-2021, 86% 86% on time
trendline for percentage on time)

£
Cumulative number of Nickel and TPA projects 
completed⁶ and percentage on budget⁷ 382/ 383/ > 90%
(Biennial quarterly measure: Q8 2017-2019 & Q1 2019-2021, 91% 91% on budget
trendline for percentage on budget)

£
Variance of total project costs⁶ compared to Under Under On or Not budget expectations⁷ budget by budget under 
(Biennial quarterly measure: Q8 2017-2019 & Q1 2019-2021) applicable1.6% by 1.5% budget

(Five-quarter trend)

(Five-quarter trend)

(Five-quarter trend)

(Five-quarter trend)

Data source: WSDOT Transportation Safety & Systems Analysis.
Notes: (*) = goal has not been set. Dash (—) = goal was not met in the reporting period. 1 The Statewide Transportation Policy Goal for this 
performance measure is different than the federal MAP-21 goal for the same measure. 2 Mobility does not yet include goals for people walking/
biking for transportation. 3 Washington State Ferries’ on-time departures include any trip recorded by automated tracking as leaving the 
terminal within 10 minutes of scheduled time. 4 Amtrak Cascades’ on-time performance includes any trip arriving within 10 or 15 minutes, 
depending on the route, of scheduled arrival time. 5 Amtrak Cascades’ 2017 on-time performance was reported for calendar year 2017 in GNB 
70 and 71. 6 Construction projects only. 7 Budget and schedule expectations are defined in the last approved state transportation budget.
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