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• Hinder fish 
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• In 1991, WSDOT created a dedicated 
fish passage program.

• Correcting hundreds of barriers, 
restoring miles of habitat.

• Fish barrier correction has created an 
opportunity to employ Buried 
Structures.
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• WSDOT has a significant number of fish barrier removal projects to deliver. 

• Many involve replacing existing substandard Culverts with new fish-friendly Buried Structures. 

• To reduce design and construction costs, WSDOT has develop Standard Plans.
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 load rating analyses.



WSDOT then selected what spans and cover to develop Standard Plans for.

WSP then developed the necessary Standard Plan details.

WSDOT simultaneously revised agency publications and specs.
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Defines the design criteria used for developing Standard Plans for split box 
and three-sided Buried Structures, including wingwall and headwall elements.
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