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47.39.010 
System created — Standards. 

There is hereby created a scenic and recreational highway system. Highways in this system shall be 
developed and maintained in accordance with general standards for state highways of comparable 
classification and usage. 
 
     Recognizing that the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century establishes a national "scenic byway" 
program that could benefit state and local roadways, the Washington state scenic byway designation 
program is revised to address state and local transportation routes. Byways in this program must be 
designated and maintained in accordance with the criteria developed by the department under this chapter. 
However, a highway so designated under RCW 47.39.069 does not become part of the scenic and 
recreational highway system unless approved by the legislature.  

[1999 c 218 § 1; 1967 ex.s. c 85 § 1.] 

Notes:  

     Effective date -- 1999 c 218: "This act is necessary for the immediate preservation of the public 
peace, health, or safety, or support of the state government and its existing public institutions, and takes 
effect immediately [May 7, 1999]." [1999 c 218 § 9.]  

 



 

47.39.020 
Designation of portions of existing highways as part of system. 

 
     *** CHANGE IN 2009 *** (SEE 5289.SL) *** 
 
The following portions of highways are designated as part of the scenic and recreational highway system: 
 
     (1) State route number 2, beginning at the crossing of Woods creek at the east city limits of Monroe, 
thence in an easterly direction by way of Stevens pass to a junction with state route number 97 in the vicinity 
of Peshastin; also 
 
     Beginning at the junction with state route number 17, in the vicinity of Coulee City, thence easterly to the 
junction with state route number 155; 
 
     (2) State route number 3, beginning at a junction with state route number 101 in the vicinity of Shelton, 
thence northeasterly and northerly to a junction with state route number 104 in the vicinity of Port Gamble; 
 
     (3) State route number 4, beginning at the junction with state route number 101, thence easterly through 
Cathlamet to Coal Creek road, approximately .5 miles west of the Longview city limits; 
 
     (4) State route number 6, beginning at the junction with state route number 101 in Raymond, thence 
easterly to the junction with state route number 5, in the vicinity of Chehalis; 
 
     (5) State route number 7, beginning at the junction with state route number 12 in Morton, thence northerly 
to the junction with state route number 507; 
 
     (6) State route number 8, beginning at a junction with state route number 12 in the vicinity of Elma, 
thence easterly to a junction with state route number 101 near Tumwater; 
 
     (7) State route number 9, beginning at the junction with state route number 530 in Arlington, thence 
northerly to the end of the route at the Canadian border; 
 
     (8) State route number 10, beginning at Teanaway junction, thence easterly to a junction with state route 
number 97 west of Ellensburg; 
 
     (9) State route number 11, beginning at the junction with state route number 5 in the vicinity of Burlington, 
thence in a northerly direction to the junction with state route number 5; 
 
     (10) State route number 12, beginning at a junction with a county road approximately 2.8 miles west of 
the crossing of the Wynoochee river which is approximately 1.2 miles west of Montesano, thence in an 
easterly direction to a junction with state route number 8 in the vicinity of Elma; also 
 
     Beginning at a junction with state route number 5, thence easterly by way of Morton, Randle, and 
Packwood to the junction with state route number 410, approximately 3.5 miles west of Naches; also 
 
     Beginning at the junction with state route number 124 in the vicinity of the Tri-Cities, thence easterly 
through Wallula and Touchet to a junction with a county road approximately 2.4 miles west of a junction with 
state route number 129 at Clarkston; 
 
     (11) State route number 14, beginning at the crossing of Gibbons creek approximately 0.9 miles east of 
Washougal, thence easterly along the north bank of the Columbia river to a point in the vicinity of Plymouth; 
 
     (12) State route number 17, beginning at a junction with state route number 395 in the vicinity of Mesa, 
thence northerly to the junction with state route number 97 in the vicinity of Brewster; 
 
     (13) State route number 19, the Chimacum-Beaver Valley road, beginning at the junction with state route 



number 104, thence northerly to the junction with state route number 20; 
 
     (14) State route number 20, beginning at the junction with state route number 101 to the ferry zone in 
Port Townsend; also 
 
     Beginning at the Keystone ferry slip on Whidbey Island, thence northerly and easterly to a junction with 
state route number 153 southeast of Twisp; also 
 
     Beginning at the junction of state route number 97 in the vicinity of Okanogan, thence westerly across the 
Okanogan river to the junction with state route number 215; also 
 
     Beginning at a junction with state route number 97 near Tonasket, thence easterly and southerly to a 
junction with state route number 2 at Newport; 
 
     (15) State route number 25, beginning at the Spokane river bridge, thence northerly through Cedonia, 
Gifford, Kettle Falls, and Northport, to the Canadian border; 
 
     (16) State route number 26, beginning at the Whitman county boundary line, thence easterly by way of 
the vicinities of La Crosse and Dusty to a junction with state route number 195 in the vicinity of Colfax; 
 
     (17) State route number 27, beginning at a junction with state route number 195 in the vicinity of Pullman, 
thence northerly by way of the vicinities of Palouse and Garfield to a junction with state route number 271 in 
the vicinity of Oakesdale; also 
 
     From a junction with state route number 271 at Oakesdale, thence northerly to the vicinity of Tekoa; 
 
     (18) State route number 31, beginning at the junction with state route number 20 in Tiger, thence 
northerly to the Canadian border; 
 
     (19) State route number 82, beginning at the junction with state route number 395 south of the Tri-Cities 
area, thence southerly to the end of the route at the Oregon border; 
 
     (20) State route number 90, beginning at the junction with East Sunset Way in the vicinity east of 
Issaquah, thence easterly to Thorp road 9.0 miles west of Ellensburg; 
 
     (21) State route number 97, beginning at the Oregon border, in a northerly direction through Toppenish 
and Wapato to the junction with state route number 82 at Union Gap; also 
 
     Beginning at the junction with state route number 10, 2.5 miles north of Ellensburg, in a northerly 
direction to the junction with state route number 2, 4.0 miles east of Leavenworth; also 
 
     Beginning at the junction of state route number 153 in the vicinity south of Pateros, thence northerly by 
way of the vicinities of Brewster, Okanogan, Omak, Riverside, Tonasket, and Oroville to the international 
boundary line; 
 
     (22) State route number 97 alternate, beginning at the junction with state route number 2 in the vicinity of 
Monitor, thence northerly to the junction with state route number 97, approximately 5.0 miles north of 
Chelan; 
 
     (23) State route number 101, beginning at the Astoria-Megler bridge, thence north to Fowler street in 
Raymond; also 
 
     Beginning at a junction with state route number 109 in the vicinity of Queets, thence in a northerly, 
northeasterly, and easterly direction by way of Forks to the junction with state route number 5 in the vicinity 
of Olympia; 
 
     (24) State route number 104, beginning at a junction with state route number 101 in the vicinity south of 
Discovery bay, thence in a southeasterly direction to the Kingston ferry crossing; 
 
     (25) State route number 105, beginning at a junction with state route number 101 at Raymond, thence 



westerly and northerly by way of Tokeland and North Cove to the shore of Grays Harbor north of Westport; 
also 
 
     Beginning at a junction with state route number 105 in the vicinity south of Westport, thence northeasterly 
to a junction with state route number 101 at Aberdeen; 
 
     (26) State route number 109, beginning at a junction with state route number 101 in Hoquiam to a 
junction with state route number 101 in the vicinity of Queets; 
 
     (27) State route number 112, beginning at the easterly boundary of the Makah Indian reservation, thence 
in an easterly direction to the vicinity of Laird's corner on state route number 101; 
 
     (28) State route number 116, beginning at the junction with the Chimacum-Beaver Valley road, thence in 
an easterly direction to Fort Flagler State Park; 
 
     (29) State route number 119, beginning at the junction with state route number 101 at Hoodsport, thence 
northwesterly to the Mount Rose development intersection; 
 
     (30) State route number 122, Harmony road, between the junction with state route number 12 near 
Mayfield dam and the junction with state route number 12 in Mossyrock; 
 
     (31) State route number 123, beginning at the junction with state route number 12 in the vicinity of 
Morton, thence northerly to the junction with state route number 410; 
 
     (32) State route number 129, beginning at the Oregon border, thence northerly to the junction with state 
route number 12 in Clarkston; 
 
     (33) State route number 141, beginning at the junction with state route number 14 in Bingen, thence 
northerly to the end of the route at the Skamania county line; 
 
     (34) State route number 142, beginning at the junction with state route number 14 in Lyle, thence 
northeasterly to the junction with state route number 97, .5 miles from Goldendale; 
 
     (35) State route number 153, beginning at a junction with state route number 97 in the vicinity of Pateros, 
thence in a northerly direction to a junction with state route number 20 in the vicinity south of Twisp; 
 
     (36) State route number 155, beginning at a junction with state route number 2 in the vicinity north of 
Coulee City, thence northerly and westerly to the junction with state route number 215; 
 
     (37) State route number 194, beginning at the Port of Almota to the junction with state route number 195 
in the vicinity of Pullman; 
 
     (38) State route number 195, beginning at the Washington-Idaho boundary line southeast of Uniontown, 
thence northwesterly and northerly by way of the vicinity of Colton, Pullman, Colfax, Steptoe, and Rosalia to 
the Whitman county boundary line; 
 
     (39) State route number 202, beginning at the junction with state route number 522, thence in an easterly 
direction to the junction with state route number 90 in the vicinity of North Bend; 
 
     (40) State route number 211, beginning at the junction with state route number 2, thence northerly to the 
junction with state route number 20 in the vicinity of Usk; 
 
     (41) State route number 215, beginning at the junction of state route number 20 in the vicinity of 
Okanogan, thence northeasterly on the west side of the Okanogan river to a junction with state route 
number 97 north of Omak; 
 
     (42) State route number 231, beginning at the junction with state route number 23, in the vicinity of 
Sprague, thence in a northerly direction to the junction with state route number 2, approximately 2.5 miles 
west of Reardan; 
 



     (43) State route number 261, beginning at the junction with state route number 12 in the vicinity of 
Delaney, thence northwesterly to the junction with state route number 260; 
 
     (44) State route number 262, beginning at the junction with state route number 26, thence northeasterly 
to the junction with state route number 17 between Moses Lake and Othello; 
 
     (45) State route number 271, beginning at a junction with state route number 27 in the vicinity of 
Oakesdale, thence northwesterly to a junction with state route number 195 in the vicinity south of Rosalia; 
 
     (46) State route number 272, beginning at the junction with state route number 195 in Colfax, thence 
easterly to the Idaho state line, approximately 1.5 miles east of Palouse; 
 
     (47) State route number 305, beginning at the Winslow ferry dock to the junction with state route number 
3 approximately 1.0 mile north of Poulsbo; 
 
     (48) State route number 395, beginning at the north end of the crossing of Mill creek in the vicinity of 
Colville, thence in a northwesterly direction to a junction with state route number 20 at the west end of the 
crossing over the Columbia river at Kettle Falls; 
 
     (49) State route number 401, beginning at a junction with state route number 101 at Point Ellice, thence 
easterly and northerly to a junction with state route number 4 in the vicinity north of Naselle; 
 
     (50) State route number 410, beginning 4.0 miles east of Enumclaw, thence in an easterly direction to the 
junction with state route number 12, approximately 3.5 miles west of Naches; 
 
     (51) State route number 501, beginning at the junction with state route number 5 in the vicinity of 
Vancouver, thence northwesterly on the New Lower River road around Vancouver Lake; 
 
     (52) State route number 503, beginning at the junction with state route number 500, thence northerly by 
way of Battle Ground and Yale to the junction with state route number 5 in the vicinity of Woodland; 
 
     (53) State route number 504, beginning at a junction with state route number 5 at Castle Rock, to the end 
of the route on Johnston Ridge, approximately milepost 52; 
 
     (54) State route number 505, beginning at the junction with state route number 504, thence northwesterly 
by way of Toledo to the junction with state route number 5; 
 
     (55) State route number 508, beginning at the junction with state route number 5, thence in an easterly 
direction to the junction with state route number 7 in Morton; 
 
     (56) State route number 525, beginning at the ferry toll booth on Whidbey Island to a junction with state 
route number 20 east of the Keystone ferry slip; 
 
     (57) State route number 542, beginning at the junction with state route number 5, thence easterly to the 
vicinity of Austin pass in Whatcom county; 
 
     (58) State route number 547, beginning at the junction with state route number 542 in Kendall, thence 
northwesterly to the junction with state route number 9 in the vicinity of the Canadian border; 
 
     (59) State route number 706, beginning at the junction with state route number 7 in Elbe, in an easterly 
direction to the end of the route at Mt. Rainier National Park; 
 
     (60) State route number 821, beginning at a junction with state route number 82 at the Yakima firing 
center interchange, thence in a northerly direction to a junction with state route number 82 at the Thrall road 
interchange; 
 
     (61) State route number 971, Navarre Coulee road, between the junction with state route number 97 and 
the junction with South Lakeshore road.  

[2003 c 55 § 1; 1993 c 430 § 7; 1992 c 26 § 2; 1991 c 342 § 54; 1990 c 240 § 3; 1975 c 63 § 8; 1973 1st ex.s. c 151 § 10; 1971 



ex.s. c 73 § 29; 1970 ex.s. c 51 § 177; 1969 ex.s. c 281 § 6; 1967 ex.s. c 85 § 2.] 

Notes:  

     Effective dates -- 1991 c 342: See note following RCW 47.26.167.  

     Legislative finding -- 1990 c 240: "The legislature finds that scenic and recreational highways are 
designated because of a need to develop management plans that will protect and preserve the scenic 
and recreational resources from loss through inappropriate development. Protection of scenic and 
recreational resources includes managing land use outside normal highway rights-of-way. The legislature 
recognizes that scenic and recreational highways are typically located in areas that are natural in 
character, along watercourses or through mountainous areas, or in areas with a view of such scenery." 
[1990 c 240 § 1.]  

 

 

47.39.030 
Development and maintenance of system by department of transportation and parks and recreation 
commission — Allocation of costs. 

(1) The department shall pay from motor vehicle funds appropriated for construction of state highways, the 
following costs of developing and constructing scenic and recreational highways: (a) Acquisition of the right-
of-way necessary for state highway purposes; (b) construction of the portion of the highway designed 
primarily for motor vehicle travel; (c) exit and entrance roadways providing access to scenic observation 
points; (d) safety rest areas; (e) roadside landscaping within the portion of the highway right-of-way acquired 
by the department for state highway purposes; (f) the uniform signs and markers designating the various 
features and facilities of the scenic and recreational highways; and (g) any additional costs of constructing 
and developing the scenic and recreational highways, including property acquisition adjacent to highways as 
authorized by RCW 47.12.250, for which the department shall receive reimbursement from the federal 
government or any other source. 
 
     (2) The parks and recreation commission shall pay the costs of developing and constructing the scenic 
and recreational highways not provided for in subsection (1) of this section from any funds appropriated for 
such purposes. 
 
     (3) The costs of maintaining the scenic and recreational highway system shall be allocated between the 
department and the parks and recreation commission in the same manner that costs of developing and 
constructing such highways are allocated in subsections (1) and (2) of this section. 
 
     (4) The city, town, county, regional transportation planning organization, federal agency, federally 
recognized tribe, or any other such party that nominates a roadway not located on a state-owned right-of-
way for designation as a scenic byway shall bear all costs relating to the nomination and designation of the 
byway, such as costs for developing, maintaining, planning, designing, and constructing the scenic byway.  

[1999 c 218 § 2; 1984 c 7 § 207; 1967 ex.s. c 85 § 3.] 

Notes:  

     Effective date -- 1999 c 218: See note following RCW 47.39.010.  

     Severability -- 1984 c 7: See note following RCW 47.01.141.  

Safety rest areas: Chapter 47.38 RCW.  



 

 

47.39.040 
Planning and design standards established by department of community, trade, and economic 
development. 

The establishment of planning and design standards for items provided for in RCW 47.39.050 shall be 
coordinated by the department of community, trade, and economic development. The department of 
transportation, parks and recreation commission, and any other departments or commissions whose 
interests are affected shall prepare, submit, and file with the department of community, trade, and economic 
development standards relating to the scenic and recreational highway system. If varying planning and 
design standards are filed, the department of community, trade, and economic development shall consult 
with the submitting agencies on the merits of the several proposals and, based upon such consultation, 
establish a set of standards. Pursuant to the planning and design standards so established, the department 
of transportation and the parks and recreation commission shall develop the highways and areas adjacent 
thereto to accomplish the purposes of this chapter, but the department shall retain exclusive authority over 
the highway right-of-way. 
 
     Responsibility for construction and maintenance is hereby established between the department and the 
parks and recreation commission with the department responsible for activities financed with funds provided 
for under RCW 47.39.030(1) and the parks and recreation commission responsible for activities financed 
from other sources of funds. By mutual consent, responsibility for development and/or maintenance may be 
transferred between the two agencies.  

[1995 c 399 § 122; 1985 c 6 § 16; 1984 c 7 § 208; 1967 ex.s. c 85 § 4.] 

Notes:  

     Severability -- 1984 c 7: See note following RCW 47.01.141.  

Department of community, trade, and economic development: Chapter 43.330 RCW.  

 

 

47.39.050 
Planning and design standards — Facilities and factors considered. 

Planning and design standards established for highways falling within the scenic and recreational highways 
system may include, but shall not be limited to, provision for the following: 
 
     (1) Hiking, bicycle, and bridle trails, including regulations for their use; 
 
     (2) Campsites and shelters; 
 
     (3) Boat launching sites; 
 
     (4) Access trails to lakes, rivers and streams, and easements along their shores; 
 
     (5) Safety rest areas; 
 
     (6) Historic and geologic interpretative facilities; 



 
     (7) Scenic observation facilities; 
 
     (8) Roadside landscaping, restoration and aesthetic enhancement; 
 
     (9) Specifically delineated highway corridors and means for the preservation of natural beauty, historic 
sites, or viewpoints; 
 
     (10) A uniform system of signs and markers designating the various features and facilities of the scenic 
and recreational highway systems.  

[1967 ex.s. c 85 § 5.] 

 

 

47.39.060 
Designation of system on maps or other descriptive material. 

The department and the parks and recreation commission may include, where appropriate, on any maps, or 
in any relevant descriptive material they may prepare at state expense, references to those portions of 
highways designated in RCW 47.39.020, and may include those designated byways by appropriate color or 
code designation.  

[1999 c 218 § 3; 1984 c 7 § 209; 1967 ex.s. c 85 § 6.] 

Notes:  

     Effective date -- 1999 c 218: See note following RCW 47.39.010.  

     Severability -- 1984 c 7: See note following RCW 47.01.141.  

 

 

47.39.069 
Designation and removal criteria. 

(1) The department, in consultation with the department of community, trade, and economic development, 
the department of natural resources, the parks and recreation commission, affected cities, towns, and 
counties, federally recognized tribes, regional transportation planning organizations, Washington-based 
automobile clubs, statewide bicycling organizations, and other interested parties, shall develop by December 
31, 1999, criteria for assessing scenic byways and heritage tour routes and an appropriate method of 
nomination and application for the designation and removal of the designation of the byways. Factors the 
department may take into consideration, but is not limited by, are: (a) Scenic quality of the byway; (b) natural 
aspects, such as geological formations, water bodies, vegetation, and wildlife; (c) historic elements; (d) 
cultural features such as the arts, crafts, music, customs, or traditions of a distinct group of people; (e) 
archaeological features; (f) recreational activities; (g) roadway safety including accommodations for bicycle 
and pedestrian travel, tour buses, and automobiles; (h) scenic byway and local and regional byway 
management plans; and (i) local public involvement and support for the byway. 
 
     (2) The criteria developed in subsection (1) of this section must not impose nor require regulation of 
privately owned lands or property rights. 
 



     (3) Any person may nominate a roadway, path, or trail for inclusion in the scenic byway program. The 
department shall assess nominations in accordance with the criteria developed under subsection (1) of this 
section. The department shall submit its recommendations for scenic byway and heritage tour route 
designations to the commission for its approval and official designation of the roadway, path, or trail as a 
scenic byway or a heritage tour route. All decisions made by the commission relating to scenic byway and 
heritage tour route designations are final. 
 
     (4) The department shall apply the criteria in subsection (1) of this section to state highways that are 
currently not a part of the designated scenic and recreational highway system. The department shall 
respond to local requests for route evaluation as defined in subsection (3) of this section. 
 
     (5) Once the commission has designated a roadway as a scenic byway, the department may submit an 
individual nomination to the Federal Highway Administration for its consideration of whether the roadway 
qualifies to be designated as a national scenic byway or an All-American Roadway.  

[1999 c 218 § 4.] 

Notes:  

     Effective date -- 1999 c 218: See note following RCW 47.39.010.  

 

 

47.39.075 
Corridor management plan. 

The department shall participate with local communities to develop a corridor management plan for a state 
highway nominated to be part of the scenic byway program. Local, regional, or other governmental bodies 
shall develop a corridor management plan for nominated routes that are under their jurisdiction.  

[1999 c 218 § 5.] 

Notes:  

     Effective date -- 1999 c 218: See note following RCW 47.39.010.  

 

 

47.39.080 
Funding priorities — Signage. 

Recognizing that the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century establishes a national "Scenic Byways" 
grant program and a new apportionment program called "Transportation Enhancement Activities," the 
department of transportation shall place high priority on obtaining funds from those sources for further 
development of a scenic and recreational highways program, including enhancement projects on the 
designated scenic and recreational highway system. The department shall consider the use of the 
designated system by bicyclists and pedestrians in connection with nonmotorized routes in the state trail 
plan, and the state bicycle plan which are also eligible for TEA-21 funding. Appropriate signage may be used 
at intersections of nonmotorized and motorized systems to demonstrate the access, location, and the 
interconnectivity of various modes of travel for transportation and recreation. For the purposes of leveraging 
national scenic byway planning grant funds, the commission may designate eligible state highways as 



scenic byways on an interim basis.  

[1999 c 218 § 6; 1993 c 430 § 8.] 

Notes:  

     Effective date -- 1999 c 218: See note following RCW 47.39.010.  

 

 

47.39.090 
Consultation with other agencies and parties — Identification of tourist routes. 

In developing the scenic and recreational highways program, the department shall consult with the 
department of community, trade, and economic development, the department of natural resources, the parks 
and recreation commission, affected cities, towns, and counties, regional transportation planning 
organizations, statewide bicycling organizations, and other interested parties. The scenic and recreational 
highways program may identify entire highway loops or similar tourist routes that could be developed to 
promote tourist activity and provide concurrent economic growth while protecting the scenic and recreational 
quality surrounding state highways.  

[1995 c 399 § 123; 1993 c 430 § 9.] 

 

 

47.39.100 
Removal of designation. 

(1) The commission may remove the designation of a route if it no longer possesses the intrinsic qualities or 
fails to meet the criteria that supported its designation. 
 
     (2) The department shall determine whether a roadway designated as a national scenic byway or an All-
American Roadway is being properly maintained in accordance with the roadway's byway management 
plan, including preserving the intrinsic qualities that originally supported the designation. When the 
department determines that the intrinsic qualities of a national scenic byway or All-American Roadway have 
not been maintained sufficiently to retain its designation, the department shall notify the party responsible for 
maintaining the designation of the finding and allow the party an opportunity, under federal regulations, for 
corrective action before formal removal of the designation of the roadway. 
 
     (3) Local, regional, or other governmental bodies may notify the commission of the removal of a 
designated route if they determine it no longer meets the designation criteria, or community support for the 
designation no longer exists, or it no longer possesses the intrinsic qualities that supported its original 
designation. 
 
     (4) State or local removal of a designated route will result in discontinued state support of the designated 
route and can include, but is not limited to, state matching assistance for grant applications, the removal of 
signs directly related to the byway, free promotional information in the state-owned safety rest areas, and 
inclusion in maps, brochures, and electronic media.  

[1999 c 218 § 7.] 



Notes:  

     Effective date -- 1999 c 218: See note following RCW 47.39.010.  

 

 

47.39.900 
Short title. 

RCW 47.39.010 through 47.39.910 shall constitute a new chapter in Title 47 RCW and shall be known and 
may be cited as the "Scenic and Recreational Highway Act of 1967."  

[1967 ex.s. c 85 § 7.] 

 

 

47.39.910 
Severability — 1967 ex.s. c 85. 

If any provision of this act, or its application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of 
the act, or the application of the provision to other persons or circumstances is not affected.  

[1967 ex.s. c 85 § 8.] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chapter 47.42 RCW 

Highway advertising control act — scenic vistas act 

Chapter Listing 
 

RCW Sections 

47.42.010 Declaration of purpose. 

47.42.020 Definitions. 

47.42.025 Exclusions from scenic system. 

47.42.030 Signs visible from interstate, primary, or scenic systems restricted. 

47.42.040 Permissible signs classified. 

47.42.045 Number of signs -- Spacing -- Tourist facility, business or agricultural signs. 

47.42.048 State and local prohibitions. 

47.42.050 Information signs by governmental units. 

47.42.055 Roadside area information panels or displays. 

47.42.060 Rules for signs visible from interstate and scenic systems -- Judicial review. 

47.42.062 Signs visible from primary system in commercial and industrial areas -- Requirements, 
restrictions, and prohibitions. 

47.42.063 Signs visible from primary system in commercial and industrial areas -- Preexisting signs -- 
Permissible signs -- Spacing. 

47.42.065 Signs viewable from other highways or streets -- Requirements. 

47.42.070 State and local prohibitions. 

47.42.080 Public nuisance -- Abatement -- Penalty. 

47.42.090 Revocation of permit. 

47.42.100 Preexisting signs -- Moratorium. 
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47.42.130 Permit identification number. 

47.42.140 Scenic areas designated. 

47.42.900 Severability -- 1961 c 96. 

47.42.901 Severability -- 1963 ex.s. c 3. 

47.42.902 Severability -- 1971 ex.s. c 62. 

47.42.910 Short title -- 1961 c 96. 

47.42.911 Short title -- 1971 ex.s. c 62. 

47.42.920 Federal requirements -- Conflict and accord. 
 



 

 

47.42.010 
Declaration of purpose. 

The control of signs in areas adjacent to state highways of this state is hereby declared to be necessary to 
promote the public health, safety, welfare, convenience and enjoyment of public travel, to protect the public 
investment in the interstate system and other state highways, and to attract visitors to this state by 
conserving the natural beauty of areas adjacent to the interstate system, and of scenic areas adjacent to 
state highways upon which they travel in great numbers, and to insure that information in the specific 
interest of the traveling public is presented safely and effectively.  

[1961 c 96 § 1.] 

 

 

47.42.020 
Definitions. 

The definitions set forth in this section apply throughout this chapter. 
 
     (1) "Department" means the Washington state department of transportation. 
 
     (2) "Erect" means to construct, build, raise, assemble, place, affix, attach, create, paint, draw, or in any 
other way bring into being or establish. 
 
     (3) "Interstate system" means any state highway which is or does become part of the national system of 
interstate and defense highways as described in section 103(d) of title 23, United States Code. 
 
     (4) "Maintain" means to allow to exist. 
 
     (5) "Person" means this state or any public or private corporation, firm, partnership, association, as well 
as any individual or individuals. 
 
     (6) "Primary system" means any state highway which is or does become part of the federal-aid primary 
system as described in section 103(b) of title 23, United States Code. 
 
     (7) "Scenic system" means (a) any state highway within any public park, federal forest area, public 
beach, public recreation area, or national monument, (b) any state highway or portion thereof outside the 
boundaries of any incorporated city or town designated by the legislature as a part of the scenic system, or 
(c) any state highway or portion thereof outside the boundaries of any incorporated city or town designated 
by the legislature as a part of the scenic and recreational highway system except for the sections of 
highways specifically excluded in RCW 47.42.025 or located within areas zoned by the governing county for 
predominantly commercial and industrial uses, and having development visible to the highway, as 
determined by the department. 
 
     (8) "Sign" means any outdoor sign, display, device, figure, painting, drawing, message, placard, poster, 
billboard, or other thing that is designed, intended, or used to advertise or inform, any part of the advertising 
or informative contents of which is visible from any place on the main-traveled way of the interstate system 
or other state highway. "Sign" does not include a display authorized under RCW 47.36.030(3) promoting a 
local agency sponsored event that does not include advertising. 
 
     (9) "Commercial and industrial areas" means any area zoned commercial or industrial by a county or 
municipal code, or if unzoned or zoned for general uses by a county or municipal code, that area occupied 
by three or more separate and distinct commercial or industrial activities, or any combination thereof, within 



a space of five hundred feet and the area within five hundred feet of such activities on both sides of the 
highway. The area shall be measured from the outer edges of the regularly used buildings, parking lots, or 
storage or processing areas of the commercial or industrial activity and not from the property lines of the 
parcels upon which the activities are located. Measurements shall be along or parallel to the edge of the 
main traveled way of the highway. The following shall not be considered commercial or industrial activities: 
 
     (a) Agricultural, forestry, grazing, farming, and related activities, including, but not limited to, wayside 
fresh produce stands; 
 
     (b) Transient or temporary activities; 
 
     (c) Railroad tracks and minor sidings; 
 
     (d) Signs; 
 
     (e) Activities more than six hundred and sixty feet from the nearest edge of the right-of-way; 
 
     (f) Activities conducted in a building principally used as a residence. 
 
If any commercial or industrial activity that has been used in defining or delineating an unzoned area ceases 
to operate for a period of six continuous months, any signs located within the former unzoned area become 
nonconforming and shall not be maintained by any person. 
 
     (10) "Roadside area information panel or display" means a panel or display located so as not to be 
readable from the main traveled way, erected in a safety rest area, scenic overlook, or similar roadside area, 
for providing motorists with information in the specific interest of the traveling public. 
 
     (11) "Temporary agricultural directional sign" means a sign on private property adjacent to state highway 
right-of-way to provide directional information to places of business offering for sale seasonal agricultural 
products on the property where the sale is taking place.  

[2005 c 398 § 2; 1993 c 430 § 10; 1991 c 94 § 1; 1990 c 258 § 1; 1987 c 469 § 2; 1985 c 376 § 2; 1984 c 7 § 222; 1977 ex.s. c 
258 § 1; 1974 ex.s. c 80 § 1; 1971 ex.s. c 62 § 1; 1961 c 96 § 2.] 

Notes:  

     Legislative findings and intent -- 1990 c 258: See note following RCW 47.40.100.  

     Legislative intent -- 1985 c 376: "It is the intent of the legislature that state highway information and 
directional signs provide appropriate guidance to all motorists traveling throughout the state. Such 
guidance should include the identity, location, and types of recreational, cultural, educational, 
entertainment, or unique or unusual commercial activities whose principle source of visitation is derived 
from motorists not residing in the immediate locale of the activity. Such informational and directional signs 
shall comply with Title 23, United States Code and the rules adopted by the department under RCW 
47.42.060." [1985 c 376 § 1.]  

     Severability -- 1984 c 7: See note following RCW 47.01.141.  

 

 

47.42.025 
Exclusions from scenic system. 

The following sections of the scenic and recreational highway system are excluded from the scenic system 
as defined in subsection (7) of RCW 47.42.020: 



 
     (1) Beginning on state route number 101 at the junction with Airport Road north of Shelton, thence north 
to a point two thousand feet north of Airport Road. 
 
     (2) Beginning on state route number 101 at the junction with Mill Creek Road south of Forks, thence 
north two and four-tenths miles to the Calawah River bridge. 
 
     (3) Beginning on state route number 105 at a point one-half mile southwest of the boundary of Aberdeen, 
thence northeast to the boundary of Aberdeen. 
 
     (4) Beginning on state route number 17 at a point nine-tenths of a mile west of Grape Drive in the vicinity 
of Moses Lake, thence easterly to a junction of Grape Drive. 
 
     (5) Beginning on state route number 12 at a point one-half mile south of the south boundary of Dayton, 
thence northerly to the south boundary of Dayton. 
 
     (6) Beginning on state route number 14 one-half mile west of the west boundary of Bingen, thence east 
to a point one-half mile east of the east boundary of Bingen.  

[1971 ex.s. c 62 § 2.] 

 

 

47.42.030 
Signs visible from interstate, primary, or scenic systems restricted. 

Except as permitted under this chapter, no person shall erect or maintain a sign which is visible from the 
main traveled way of the interstate system, the primary system, or the scenic system. In case a highway or a 
section of highway is both a part of the primary system and the scenic system, only those signs permitted 
along the scenic system shall be erected or maintained.  

[1971 ex.s. c 62 § 3; 1961 c 96 § 3.] 

 

 

47.42.040 
Permissible signs classified. 

It is declared to be the policy of the state that no signs which are visible from the main traveled way of the 
interstate system, primary system, or scenic system shall be erected or maintained except the following 
types: 
 
     (1) Directional or other official signs or notices that are required or authorized by law including signs with 
the Crime Stoppers name, logo, and telephone number; 
 
     (2) Signs advertising the sale or lease of the property upon which they are located; 
 
     (3) Signs advertising activities conducted on the property on which they are located; 
 
     (4) Signs, not inconsistent with the policy of this chapter and the national policy set forth in section 131 of 
title 23, United States Code as codified and enacted by Public Law 85-767 and amended only by section 
106, Public Law 86-342, and the national standards promulgated thereunder by the secretary of commerce 
or the secretary of transportation, advertising activities being conducted at a location within twelve miles of 



the point at which such signs are located: PROVIDED, That no sign lawfully erected pursuant to this 
subsection adjacent to the interstate system and outside commercial and industrial areas shall be 
maintained by any person after three years from May 10, 1971; 
 
     (5) Signs, not inconsistent with the policy of this chapter and the national policy set forth in section 131 of 
title 23, United States Code as codified and enacted by Public Law 85-767 and amended only by section 
106, Public Law 86-342, and the regulations promulgated thereunder by the secretary of commerce or the 
secretary of transportation, designed to give information in the specific interest of the traveling public: 
PROVIDED, That no sign lawfully erected pursuant to this subsection adjacent to the interstate system and 
outside commercial and industrial areas shall be maintained by any person after three years from May 10, 
1971; 
 
     (6) Signs lawfully in existence on October 22, 1965, determined by the commission, subject to the 
approval of the United States secretary of transportation, to be landmark signs, including signs on farm 
structures or natural surfaces, of historic or artistic significance the preservation of which would be 
consistent with the purposes of chapter 47.42 RCW; 
 
     (7) Public service signs, located on school bus stop shelters, which: 
 
     (a) Identify the donor, sponsor, or contributor of said shelters; 
 
     (b) Contain safety slogans or messages which occupy not less than sixty percent of the area of the sign; 
 
     (c) Contain no other message; 
 
     (d) Are located on school bus shelters which are authorized or approved by city, county, or state law, 
regulation, or ordinance, and at places approved by the city, county, or state agency controlling the highway 
involved; and 
 
     (e) Do not exceed thirty-two square feet in area. Not more than one sign on each shelter may face in any 
one direction. 
 
     Subsection (7) of this section notwithstanding, the department of transportation shall adopt regulations 
relating to the appearance of school bus shelters, the placement, size, and public service content of public 
service signs located thereon, and the prominence of the identification of the donors, sponsors, or 
contributors of the shelters; 
 
     (8) Temporary agricultural directional signs, with the following restrictions: 
 
     (a) Signs shall be posted only during the period of time the seasonal agricultural product is being sold; 
 
     (b) Signs shall not be placed adjacent to the interstate highway system unless the sign qualifies as an on-
premise sign; 
 
     (c) Signs shall not be placed within an incorporated city or town; 
 
     (d) Premises on which the seasonal agricultural products are sold must be within fifteen miles of the state 
highway, and necessary supplemental signing on local roads must be provided before the installation of the 
signs on the state highway; 
 
     (e) Signs must be located so as not to restrict sight distances on approaches to intersections; 
 
     (f) The department shall establish a permit system and fee schedule and rules for the manufacturing, 
installation, and maintenance of these signs in accordance with the policy of this chapter; 
 
     (g) Signs in violation of these provisions shall be removed in accordance with the procedures in RCW 
47.42.080; 
 
     Only signs of types 1, 2, 3, 7, and 8 may be erected or maintained within view of the scenic system. 



Signs of types 7 and 8 may also be erected or maintained within view of the federal aid primary system.  

[2001 c 107 § 1; 1991 c 94 § 2; 1990 c 258 § 2; 1985 c 376 § 3; 1979 c 69 § 1; 1975 1st ex.s. c 271 § 1; 1971 ex.s. c 62 § 4; 1961 
c 96 § 4.] 

Notes:  

     Legislative findings and intent -- 1990 c 258: See note following RCW 47.40.100.  

     Legislative intent -- 1985 c 376: See note following RCW 47.42.020.  

 

 

47.42.045 
Number of signs — Spacing — Tourist facility, business or agricultural signs. 

(1) Not more than one type 3 sign visible to traffic proceeding in any one direction on an interstate system, 
primary system outside an incorporated city or town or commercial or industrial area, or scenic system 
highway may be permitted more than fifty feet from the advertised activity; 
 
     (2) A type 3 sign, other than one along any portion of the primary system within an incorporated city or 
town or within any commercial or industrial area, permitted more than fifty feet from the advertised activity 
pursuant to subsection (1) of this section shall not be erected or maintained a greater distance from the 
advertised activity than one of the following options selected by the owner of the business being advertised: 
 
     (a) One hundred fifty feet measured along the edge of the protected highway from the main entrance to 
the activity advertised (when applicable); 
 
     (b) One hundred fifty feet from the main building of the advertised activity; or 
 
     (c) Fifty feet from a regularly used parking lot maintained by and contiguous to the advertised activity. 
 
     (3) In addition to signs permitted by subsections (1) and (2) of this section, the commission may adopt 
regulations permitting one type 3 sign visible to traffic proceeding in any one direction on an interstate, 
primary or scenic system highway on premises which, on June 25, 1976, are used wholly or in part as an 
operating business, farm, ranch or orchard which sign bears only the name of the business, farm, ranch or 
orchard and a directional arrow or short directional message. Regulations adopted under this subsection 
shall prohibit the erection or maintenance of such type 3 signs on narrow strips of land a substantial distance 
from but connected with a business, farm, ranch or orchard. Signs permitted under this subsection shall not 
exceed fifty square feet in area. 
 
     (4) The commission with advice from the parks and recreation commission shall adopt specifications for a 
uniform system of official tourist facility directional signs to be used on the scenic system highways. Official 
directional signs shall be posted by the commission to inform motorists of types of tourist and recreational 
facilities available off the scenic system which are accessible by way of public or private roads intersecting 
scenic system highways.  

[1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 55 § 2; 1974 ex.s. c 154 § 1; 1974 ex.s. c 138 § 1; 1971 ex.s. c 62 § 5.] 

 

 

47.42.048 



State and local prohibitions. 

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to permit a person to erect or maintain a sign that is otherwise 
prohibited by statute or by the resolution or ordinance of any county, city or town of the state of Washington.  

[1974 ex.s. c 80 § 3.] 

 

 

47.42.050 
Information signs by governmental units. 

Information signs may be erected and maintained by the state, any county, city, or town.  

[1961 c 96 § 5.] 

 

 

47.42.055 
Roadside area information panels or displays. 

The department is authorized to erect roadside area information panels or displays adjacent to the state 
highway system within this state. The department may contract with private persons for the erection and 
operation of the information panels or displays. Compensation to the contractors shall be derived solely from 
the reasonable fees that the contractors will be permitted to charge participating businesses for making and 
exhibiting business signs and displays and for rendering services to tourists.  

[1985 c 376 § 5; 1984 c 7 § 225; 1977 ex.s. c 258 § 2.] 

Notes:  

     Legislative intent -- 1985 c 376: See note following RCW 47.42.020.  

     Severability -- 1984 c 7: See note following RCW 47.01.141.  

 

 

47.42.060 
Rules for signs visible from interstate and scenic systems — Judicial review. 

The department shall adopt rules for the erection and maintenance of signs that are visible from the main 
traveled way of the interstate system and the scenic system and that are permitted by this chapter and other 
rules for the administration of this chapter consistent with the policy of this chapter and the national policy 
set forth in section 131, title 23, United States Code as codified and enacted by Public Law 85-767 and 
amended only by section 106, Public Law 86-342 and the regulations promulgated thereunder by the 
secretary of commerce or the secretary of transportation. Proceedings for review of any action taken by the 
department pursuant to this chapter shall be instituted by filing a petition only in the superior court of 



Thurston county.  

[1984 c 7 § 226; 1971 ex.s. c 62 § 6; 1961 c 96 § 6.] 

Notes:  

     Severability -- 1984 c 7: See note following RCW 47.01.141.  

 

 

47.42.062 
Signs visible from primary system in commercial and industrial areas — Requirements, restrictions, 
and prohibitions. 

Signs within six hundred and sixty feet of the nearest edge of the right-of-way which are visible from the 
main traveled way of the primary system within commercial and industrial areas and whose size, lighting, 
and spacing are consistent with the customary use of property for the effective display of outdoor advertising 
as set forth in this section may be erected and maintained: PROVIDED, That this section shall not serve to 
restrict type 3 signs located along any portion of the primary system within an incorporated city or town or 
within any commercial or industrial area. 
 
     (1) General: Signs shall not be erected or maintained which (a) imitate or resemble any official traffic 
sign, signal, or device; (b) are erected or maintained upon trees or painted or drawn upon rocks or other 
natural features and which are structurally unsafe or in disrepair; or (c) have any visible moving parts. 
 
     (2) Size of signs: 
 
     (a) The maximum area for any one sign shall be six hundred seventy-two square feet with a maximum 
height of twenty-five feet and maximum length of fifty feet inclusive of any border and trim but excluding the 
base or apron, supports and other structural members: PROVIDED, That cut-outs and extensions may add 
up to twenty percent of additional sign area. 
 
     (b) For the purposes of this subsection, double-faced, back-to-back, or V-type signs shall be considered 
as two signs. 
 
     (c) Signs which exceed three hundred twenty-five square feet in area may not be double-faced (abutting 
and facing the same direction). 
 
     (3) Spacing of signs: 
 
     (a) Signs may not be located in such a manner as to obscure, or otherwise physically interfere with the 
effectiveness of an official traffic sign, signal, or device, obstruct or physically interfere with the driver's view 
of approaching, merging, or intersecting traffic. 
 
     (b) On limited access highways established pursuant to chapter 47.52 RCW no two signs shall be spaced 
less than one thousand feet apart, and no sign may be located within three thousand feet of the center of an 
interchange, a safety rest area, or information center, or within one thousand feet of an intersection at grade. 
Double-faced signs shall be prohibited. Not more than a total of five sign structures shall be permitted on 
both sides of the highway per mile. 
 
     (c) On noncontrolled access highways inside the boundaries of incorporated cities and towns not more 
than a total of four sign structures on both sides of the highway within a space of six hundred sixty feet shall 
be permitted with a minimum of one hundred feet between sign structures. In no event, however, shall more 
than four sign structures be permitted between platted intersecting streets or highways. On noncontrolled 
access highways outside the boundaries of incorporated cities and towns minimum spacing between sign 
structures on each side of the highway shall be five hundred feet. 



 
     (d) For the purposes of this subsection, a back-to-back sign and a V-type sign shall be considered one 
sign structure. 
 
     (e) Official signs, and signs advertising activities conducted on the property on which they are located 
shall not be considered in determining compliance with the above spacing requirements. The minimum 
space between structures shall be measured along the nearest edge of the pavement between points 
directly opposite the signs along each side of the highway and shall apply to signs located on the same side 
of the highway. 
 
     (4) Lighting: Signs may be illuminated, subject to the following restrictions: 
 
     (a) Signs which contain, include, or are illuminated by any flashing, intermittent, or moving light or lights 
are prohibited, except those giving public service information such as time, date, temperature, weather, or 
similar information. 
 
     (b) Signs which are not effectively shielded as to prevent beams or rays of light from being directed at 
any portion of the traveled ways of the highway and which are of such intensity or brilliance as to cause 
glare or to impair the vision of the driver of any motor vehicle, or which otherwise interfere with any driver's 
operation of a motor vehicle are prohibited. 
 
     (c) No sign shall be so illuminated that it interferes with the effectiveness of, or obscures an official traffic 
sign, device, or signal. 
 
     (d) All such lighting shall be subject to any other provisions relating to lighting of signs presently 
applicable to all highways under the jurisdiction of the state.  

[1975 1st ex.s. c 271 § 3; 1974 ex.s. c 154 § 2; 1974 ex.s. c 138 § 2; 1971 ex.s. c 62 § 7.] 

 

 

47.42.063 
Signs visible from primary system in commercial and industrial areas — Preexisting signs — 
Permissible signs — Spacing. 

(1) Signs within six hundred and sixty feet of the nearest edge of the right-of-way lawfully erected and 
maintained which are visible from the main traveled way of the primary system within commercial and 
industrial areas on June 1, 1971 shall be permitted to remain and be maintained. 
 
     (2) Signs within six hundred and sixty feet of the nearest edge of the right-of-way which are visible from 
the main traveled way of the primary system within commercial and industrial areas whose size, lighting, and 
spacing are consistent with customary use as set forth in RCW 47.42.062 may be erected and maintained. 
Signs lawfully erected and maintained on June 1, 1971 shall be included in the determination of spacing 
requirements for additional signs.  

[1975 1st ex.s. c 271 § 4; 1971 ex.s. c 62 § 8.] 

 

 

47.42.065 
Signs viewable from other highways or streets — Requirements. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of chapter 47.42 RCW, signs may be erected and maintained more than 



six hundred and sixty feet from the nearest edge of the right-of-way which are visible from the main traveled 
way of the interstate system, primary system, or scenic system when designed and oriented to be viewed 
from highways or streets other than the interstate system, primary system, or the scenic system and the 
advertising or informative contents of which may not be clearly comprehended by motorists using the main 
traveled way of the interstate system, primary system or scenic system.  

[1975 1st ex.s. c 271 § 5; 1971 ex.s. c 62 § 9.] 

 

 

47.42.070 
State and local prohibitions. 

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to permit a person to erect or maintain any sign that is otherwise 
prohibited by statute or by the resolution or ordinance of any county, city, or town of the state of Washington.  

[1961 c 96 § 7.] 

 

 

47.42.080 
Public nuisance — Abatement — Penalty. 

(1) Any sign erected or maintained contrary to the provisions of this chapter or rules adopted hereunder that 
is designed to be viewed from the interstate system, the primary system, or the scenic system is a public 
nuisance, and the department, the chief of the Washington state patrol, the county sheriff, or the chief of 
police of any city or town shall notify the permittee or, if there is no permittee, the owner of the property on 
which the sign is located, by certified mail at his last known address, that it constitutes a public nuisance and 
must comply with the chapter or be removed. 
 
     (2) If the permittee or owner, as the case may be, fails to comply with the chapter or remove any such 
sign within fifteen days after being notified to remove the sign he is guilty of a misdemeanor. In addition to 
the penalties imposed by law upon conviction, an order may be entered compelling removal of the sign. 
Each day the sign is maintained constitutes a separate offense. 
 
     (3) If the permittee or the owner of the property upon which it is located, as the case may be, is not found 
or refuses receipt of the notice, the department, the chief of the Washington state patrol, the county sheriff, 
or the chief of police of any city or town shall post the sign and property upon which it is located with a notice 
that the sign constitutes a public nuisance and must be removed. If the sign is not removed within fifteen 
days after such posting, the department, the chief of the Washington state patrol, the county sheriff, or the 
chief of police of any city or town shall abate the nuisance and destroy the sign, and for that purpose may 
enter upon private property without incurring liability for doing so. 
 
     (4) Nothing in this section may be construed to affect the provisions contained in RCW 47.42.102 
requiring the payment of compensation upon the removal of any signs compensable under state law. 
 
     (5) Any sign erected or maintained on state highway right-of-way contrary to this chapter or rules adopted 
under it is a public nuisance, and the department is authorized to remove any such sign without notice.  

[1985 c 376 § 6; 1984 c 7 § 227; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 55 § 1; 1971 ex.s. c 62 § 10; 1961 c 96 § 8.] 



Notes:  

     Legislative intent -- 1985 c 376: See note following RCW 47.42.020.  

     Severability -- 1984 c 7: See note following RCW 47.01.141.  

 

 

47.42.090 
Revocation of permit. 

If any person is convicted of a violation of this chapter, or any rule adopted hereunder, the department may 
revoke any permit issued to that person under this chapter.  

[1984 c 7 § 228; 1961 c 96 § 9.] 

Notes:  

     Severability -- 1984 c 7: See note following RCW 47.01.141.  

 

 

47.42.100 
Preexisting signs — Moratorium. 

(1) No sign lawfully erected in a protected area as defined by section 2, chapter 96, Laws of 1961 (before 
the amendment thereof), prior to March 11, 1961, within a commercial or industrial zone within the 
boundaries of any city or town, as such boundaries existed on September 21, 1959, wherein the use of real 
property adjacent to the interstate system is subject to municipal regulation or control but which does not 
comply with the provisions of this chapter or any regulations promulgated hereunder, shall be maintained by 
any person after March 11, 1965. 
 
     (2) No sign lawfully erected in a protected area as defined by section 2, chapter 96, Laws of 1961 (before 
the amendment thereof), prior to March 11, 1961, other than within a commercial or industrial zone within 
the boundaries of a city or town as such boundaries existed on September 21, 1959, wherein the use of real 
property adjacent to the interstate system is subject to municipal regulation or control but which does not 
comply with the provisions of this chapter or any regulations promulgated hereunder, shall be maintained by 
any person after three years from March 11, 1961. 
 
     (3) No sign lawfully erected in a scenic area as defined by section 2, chapter 96, Laws of 1961 (before 
the amendment thereof), prior to the effective date of the designation of such area as a scenic area shall be 
maintained by any person after three years from the effective date of the designation of any such area as a 
scenic area. 
 
     (4) No sign visible from the main traveled way of the interstate system, the primary system (other than 
type 3 signs along any portion of the primary system within an incorporated city or town or within a 
commercial or industrial area), or the scenic system which was there lawfully maintained immediately prior 
to May 10, 1971, but which does not comply with the provisions of chapter 47.42 RCW as now or hereafter 
amended, shall be maintained by any person (a) after three years from May 10, 1971, or (b) with respect to 
any highway hereafter designated by the legislature as a part of the scenic system, after three years from 
the effective date of the designation. Signs located in areas zoned by the governing county for 
predominantly commercial or industrial uses, that do not have development visible to the highway, as 



determined by the department, and that were lawfully installed after May 10, 1971, visible to any highway 
now or hereafter designated by the legislature as part of the scenic system, shall be allowed to be 
maintained.  

[1993 c 430 § 11; 1974 ex.s. c 154 § 3; 1974 ex.s. c 138 § 3; 1971 ex.s. c 62 § 11; 1963 ex.s. c 3 § 55; 1961 c 96 § 10.] 

 

 

47.42.102 
Compensation for removal of signs — Authorized — Applicability. 

(1) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (3) of this section, just compensation shall be paid upon the 
removal of any sign (pursuant to the provisions of chapter 47.42 RCW), lawfully erected under state law, 
which is visible from the main traveled way of the interstate system or the primary system. 
 
     (2) Such compensation shall be paid for the following: 
 
     (a) The taking from the owner of such sign, display, or device of all right, title, leasehold, and interest in 
such sign, display, or device; and 
 
     (b) The taking from the owner of the real property on which the sign, display, or device is located, of the 
right to erect and maintain such signs, displays, and devices thereon. 
 
     (3) In no event, however, shall compensation be paid for the taking or removal of signs adjacent to the 
interstate system and the scenic system which became subject to removal pursuant to chapter 96, Laws of 
1961 as amended by section 55, chapter 3, Laws of 1963 ex. sess. prior to May 10, 1971.  

[1975 1st ex.s. c 271 § 2; 1971 ex.s. c 62 § 12.] 

 

 

47.42.103 
Compensation for removal — Action determining amount — Payment — State's share. 

(1) Compensation as required by RCW 47.42.102 shall be paid to the person or persons entitled thereto for 
the removal of such signs. If no agreement is reached on the amount of compensation to be paid, the 
department may institute an action by summons and complaint in the superior court for the county in which 
the sign is located to obtain a determination of the compensation to be paid. If the owner of the sign is 
unknown and cannot be ascertained after diligent efforts to do so, the department may remove the sign 
upon the payment of compensation only to the owner of the real property on which the sign is located. 
Thereafter the owner of the sign may file an action at any time within one year after the removal of the sign 
to obtain a determination of the amount of compensation he should receive for the loss of the sign. If either 
the owner of the sign or the owner of the real property on which the sign is located cannot be found within 
the state, service of the summons and complaint on such person for the purpose of obtaining a 
determination of the amount of compensation to be paid may be by publication in the manner provided by 
RCW 4.28.100. 
 
     (2) If compensation is determined by judicial proceedings, the sum so determined shall be paid into the 
registry of the court to be disbursed upon removal of the sign by its owner or by the owner of the real 
property on which the sign is located. If the amount of compensation is agreed upon, the department may 
pay the agreed sum into escrow to be released upon the removal of the sign by its owner or the owner of the 
real property on which the sign is located. 
 



     (3) The state's share of compensation shall be paid from the motor vehicle fund, or if a court having 
jurisdiction enters a final judgment declaring that motor vehicle funds may not be used, then from the 
general fund.  

[1984 c 7 § 229; 1971 ex.s. c 62 § 13.] 

Notes:  

     Severability -- 1984 c 7: See note following RCW 47.01.141.  

 

 

47.42.104 
Compensation for removal — Federal share — Acceptance. 

The department may accept any allotment of funds by the United States, or any agency thereof, 
appropriated to carry out the purposes of section 131 of title 23, United States Code, as now or hereafter 
amended. The department shall take such steps as may be necessary from time to time to obtain from the 
United States, or the appropriate agency thereof, funds allotted and appropriated, pursuant to section 131, 
for the purpose of paying the federal share of the just compensation to be paid to sign owners and owners of 
real property under the terms of subsection (g) of section 131 and RCW 47.42.102, 47.42.103, and 
47.42.104.  

[1984 c 7 § 230; 1971 ex.s. c 62 § 14.] 

Notes:  

     Severability -- 1984 c 7: See note following RCW 47.01.141.  

 

 

47.42.105 
Unavailability of federal share. 

No sign, display, or device shall be required to be removed if the federal share of the just compensation to 
be paid upon the removal of such sign, display, or device is not available to make such payment.  

[1971 ex.s. c 62 § 15.] 

 

 

47.42.107 
Compensation for removal under local authority. 

(1) Just compensation shall be paid upon the removal of any existing sign pursuant to the provisions of any 
resolution or ordinance of any county, city, or town of the state of Washington by such county, city, or town 
if: 
 



     (a) Such sign was lawfully in existence on May 10, 1971 (the effective date of the Scenic Vistas Act of 
1971); or 
 
     (b) Such sign was erected subsequent to May 10, 1971 (the effective date of the Scenic Vistas Act of 
1971), in compliance with existing state and local law. 
 
     (2) Such compensation shall be paid in the same manner as specified in RCW 47.42.102(2) for the 
following: 
 
     (a) The taking from the owner of such sign, display, or device of all right, title, leasehold, and interest in 
such sign, display, or device; and 
 
     (b) The taking from the owner of the real property on which the sign, display, or device is located, of the 
right to erect and maintain such signs, displays, and devices thereon.  

[1977 ex.s. c 141 § 1.] 

Notes:  

     Severability -- 1977 ex.s. c 141: "If any provision of this 1977 amendatory act, or its application to 
any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the act, or the application of the provision to 
other persons or circumstances is not affected." [1977 ex.s. c 141 § 2.]  

 

 

47.42.110 
Agreements for federal aid. 

The department is authorized to enter into agreements (and such supplementary agreements as may be 
necessary) consistent with this chapter, with the secretary of commerce or the secretary of transportation 
authorized under section 131(b) of title 23, United States Code, as codified and enacted by Public Law 85-
767 and amended only by section 106, Public Law 86-342, in order that the state may become eligible for 
increased federal aid as provided for in section 131 of title 23, United States Code, as codified and enacted 
by Public Law 85-767 and amended only by section 106, Public Law 86-342.  

[1984 c 7 § 231; 1971 ex.s. c 62 § 16; 1961 c 96 § 11.] 

Notes:  

     Severability -- 1984 c 7: See note following RCW 47.01.141.  

 

 

47.42.120 
Permits — Fees — Renewal — Permissible acts — Revocation. 

Notwithstanding any other provisions of this chapter, no sign except a sign of type 1 or 2 or those type 3 
signs that advertise activities conducted upon the properties where the signs are located, may be erected or 
maintained without a permit issued by the department. Application for a permit shall be made to the 
department on forms furnished by it. The forms shall contain a statement that the owner or lessee of the 
land in question has consented thereto. The application shall be accompanied by a fee established by 
department rule to be deposited with the state treasurer to the credit of the motor vehicle fund. Permits shall 



be for the remainder of the calendar year in which they are issued, and accompanying fees shall not be 
prorated for fractions of the year. Permits must be renewed annually through a certification process 
established by department rule. Advertising copy may be changed at any time without the payment of an 
additional fee. Assignment of permits in good standing is effective only upon receipt of written notice of 
assignment by the department. A permit may be revoked after hearing if the department finds that any 
statement made in the application or annual certification process was false or misleading, or that the sign 
covered is not in good general condition and in a reasonable state of repair, or is otherwise in violation of 
this chapter, if the false or misleading information has not been corrected and the sign has not been brought 
into compliance with this chapter or rules adopted under it within thirty days after written notification.  

[1999 c 276 § 1; 1984 c 7 § 232; 1971 ex.s. c 62 § 17; 1961 c 96 § 12.] 

Notes:  

     Severability -- 1984 c 7: See note following RCW 47.01.141.  

 

 

47.42.130 
Permit identification number. 

Every permit issued by the department shall be assigned a separate identification number, and each 
permittee shall fasten to each sign a weatherproof label, not larger than sixteen square inches, that shall be 
furnished by the department and on which shall be plainly visible the permit number. The permittee shall 
also place his or her name in a conspicuous position on the front or back of each sign. The failure of a sign 
to have such a label affixed to it is prima facie evidence that it is not in compliance with the provisions of this 
chapter.  

[1999 c 276 § 2; 1984 c 7 § 233; 1961 c 96 § 13.] 

Notes:  

     Severability -- 1984 c 7: See note following RCW 47.01.141.  

 

 

47.42.140 
Scenic areas designated. 

The following portions of state highways are designated as a part of the scenic system: 
 
     (1) State route number 2 beginning at the crossing of Woods creek at the east city limits of Monroe, 
thence in an easterly direction by way of Stevens pass to a junction with state route number 97 in the vicinity 
of Peshastin. 
 
     (2) State route number 7 beginning at a junction with state route number 706 at Elbe, thence in a 
northerly direction to a junction with state route number 507 south of Spanaway. 
 
     (3) State route number 11 beginning at the Blanchard overcrossing, thence in a northerly direction to the 
limits of Larabee state park (north line of section 36, township 37 north, range 2 east). 
 
     (4) State route number 12 beginning at Kosmos southeast of Morton, thence in an easterly direction 



across White pass to the Oak Flat junction with state route number 410 northwest of Yakima. 
 
     (5) State route number 90 beginning at the westerly junction with West Lake Sammamish parkway in the 
vicinity of Issaquah, thence in an easterly direction by way of North Bend and Snoqualmie pass to a junction 
with state route number 970 at Cle Elum. 
 
     (6) State route number 97 beginning at a junction with state route number 970 at Virden, thence via 
Blewett pass to a junction with state route number 2 in the vicinity of Peshastin. 
 
     (7) State route number 106 beginning at the junction with state route number 101 in the vicinity of Union, 
thence northeasterly to the junction with state route number 3 in the vicinity of Belfair. 
 
     (8) State route number 123 beginning at a junction with state route number 12 at Ohanapecosh junction 
in the vicinity west of White pass, thence in a northerly direction to a junction with state route number 410 at 
Cayuse junction in the vicinity west of Chinook pass. 
 
     (9) State route number 165 beginning at the northwest entrance to Mount Rainier national park, thence in 
a northerly direction to a junction with state route number 162 east of the town of South Prairie. 
 
     (10) State route number 206, Mt. Spokane Park Drive, beginning at the junction with state route number 
2 near the north line section 3, township 26 N, range 43 E, thence northeasterly to a point in section 28, 
township 28 N, range 45 E at the entrance to Mt. Spokane state park. 
 
     (11) State route number 305, beginning at the ferry slip at Winslow on Bainbridge Island, thence 
northwesterly by way of Agate Pass bridge to a junction with state route number 3 approximately four miles 
northwest of Poulsbo. 
 
     (12) State route number 410 beginning at the crossing of Scatter creek approximately six miles east of 
Enumclaw, thence in an easterly direction by way of Chinook pass to a junction of state route number 12 
and state route number 410. 
 
     (13) State route number 706 beginning at a junction with state route number 7 at Elbe thence in an 
easterly direction to the southwest entrance to Mount Rainier national park. 
 
     (14) State route number 970 beginning at a junction with state route number 90 in the vicinity of Cle Elum 
thence via Teanaway to a junction with state route number 97 in the vicinity of Virden.  

[1993 c 430 § 12; 1992 c 26 § 3; 1975 c 63 § 9; 1974 ex.s. c 138 § 4. Prior: 1971 ex.s. c 73 § 28; 1971 ex.s. c 62 § 18; 1961 c 96 
§ 14. Cf. 1974 ex.s. c 154 § 4.] 

 

 

47.42.900 
Severability — 1961 c 96. 

If any provision of this chapter or its application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder 
of the chapter, or the application of the provision to other persons or circumstances is not affected.  

[1961 c 96 § 16.] 

 

 

47.42.901 



Severability — 1963 ex.s. c 3. 

If any provision of *section 55 of this amendatory act shall be held to be invalid or shall be held to invalidate 
any provision of chapter 96, Laws of 1961 (chapter 47.42 RCW), then that provision of this amendatory act 
shall be of no force and effect and the provisions of chapter 96, Laws of 1961 (chapter 47.42 RCW) shall 
continue in effect.  

[1963 ex.s. c 3 § 56.] 

Notes:  

     *Reviser's note: The reference to "section 55 of this amendatory act" is to the 1963 amendment of 
RCW 47.42.100.  

 

 

47.42.902 
Severability — 1971 ex.s. c 62. 

If any provision of this act, or its application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of 
the act, or the application of the provision to other persons or circumstances is not affected.  

[1971 ex.s. c 62 § 20.] 

 

 

47.42.910 
Short title — 1961 c 96. 

This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the highway advertising control act of 1961.  

[1961 c 96 § 17.] 

 

 

47.42.911 
Short title — 1971 ex.s. c 62. 

This chapter may be cited as the "Scenic Vistas Act."  

[1999 c 276 § 3; 1971 ex.s. c 62 § 19.] 

 

 

47.42.920 



Federal requirements — Conflict and accord. 

If the secretary of the United States department of transportation finds any part of this chapter to be in 
conflict with federal requirements that are a prescribed condition to the allocation of federal funds to the 
state, the conflicting part of this chapter is hereby declared to be inoperative solely to the extent of the 
conflict and with respect to the agencies directly affected, and such finding or determination shall not affect 
the operation of the remainder of this chapter in its application to the agencies concerned. The rules under 
this chapter shall meet federal requirements that are a necessary condition to the receipt of federal funds by 
the state.  

[1985 c 142 § 4.] 

 
 


