
 

 
 

March 30, 2015  
 
 
Ms. Gail Terzi 
US Army Corps of Engineers Seattle District 
Regulatory Branch CENWS OD RG 
PO Box 3755 
Seattle, WA 98124-3755 
 
RE:   I-5 HOV Port of Tacoma Rd. to King County Line-Floodplain Stream Buffer Mitigation 

Site 
USACE NWP NWS-2008-1445-SOD 

 
Dear Ms.Terzi: 
 
The Washington State Department of Transportation completed qualitative monitoring of the I-
5 HOV Stream Buffer mitigation site on March 9, 2015, to address the Year-3 (2016) 
performance standard.  Monitoring activities included vegetation observations from 
orthophotos and cover estimates using a Geographic Information System (GIS).  This Year-1 
report is being issued for compliance with the reporting requirements of the United States Army 
Corps of Engineers – USACE NWP Permit Number NWS-2008-1445-SOD.  
 

General Site Information 
USACE NWP IP Number NWS-2008-1445-SOD 
ECY WQC Order Number 6563 

Mitigation Location 
Within the I-5 right of way at Wapato Creek, Surprise 
Lake Tributary, Hylebos Creek, and West Hylebos 
Creek crossings, Pierce County 

Construction Date 2009-2011 
Monitoring Period 2014-2016 
Year of Monitoring 1 of 3 

Type of Impacts1 Stream Stream Buffer 
Permanent 

Stream 
Buffer 
Temporary 

Area of Project Wetland Impact 17 piles, 18.7 sq. ft. 1.13 acres  1.93 acres 

Type of Mitigation Stream Buffer 
Enhancement 

Stream Buffer 
Restoration 

Area of Mitigation 2.37 acres 1.93 acres 
 
                                                 
1 Impacts and mitigation types and acreages were sourced from Exhibit ES-2 in the Tacoma/Pierce County HOV 
Program Final Wetland and Stream Mitigation Plan (WSDOT 2009).  
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Site development: 
 
The monitoring crew was unable to safely access these sites this year. In lieu of on-the-ground 
2014 survival counts, we used 2013 orthophotos in a GIS to digitize areas of vegetation seen in 
the planting zones, to estimate percent vegetative cover. Cover of presumed native, woody 
vegetation is estimated at 82 percent.  Based on this estimate, survival of planted woody species 
appears to be successful. Aerial photographs from 2011 compared to 2013 show that vegetative 
cover has increased since the buffer areas were planted. 
 
 
 
 

Performance Standard (Year-3) 2014 Results Management 
Activities 

 
At least 80% survival planted woody 
species 
 

82% cover (See results and 
photos below) 

Weed control activities 
were performed on 4/8 
and 4/28 in 2014 
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Results for Performance Standard  
(80% survival planted woody species): 
 
Cover of presumed native, woody 
vegetation as seen in 2013 aerial photos is 
estimated at 82 percent for all crossing sites 
combined. 
 
 

 
2011 Wapato Creek Crossing   
 

 
2011 Surprise Lake Tributary 
Crossing  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2013 Wapato Creek Crossing  
 

 
2013 Surprise Lake Tributary 
Crossing   
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2011 Hylebos Creek Crossing 

 

 
2011 West Hylebos Creek Crossing 

 
2013 Hylebos Creek Crossing 
 

 
2013 West Hylebos Creek Crossing 

 
 
We welcome your questions or comments.  Please contact me at 360/570-6640 or by e-mail at 
busht@wsdot.wa.gov for questions about these mitigation sites. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Tony Bush 
Wetlands Program  
 
 

mailto:busht@wsdot.wa.gov
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