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Montlake Boulevard East 
 
 How can the project enhance connectivity 

to and through this area? 
 

 How can the project enhance the 
character of the boulevard? 
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Opportunity for pedestrian 
and landscape improvements
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PEDESTRIAN SAFETY FEATURES
(such as textured paving and/or lighting)

NEW BOULEVARD LANDSCAPE 
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TRAFFIC SIGNALS
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18’-0” shared-use path

Second Bascule Bridge to be designed according 
to state historic preservation requirements

Opportunities for pedestrian, bicycle, 
and landscape improvements

Opportunities for pedestrian, bicycle, 
and landscape improvements

Stairs to bike/ped
underpass tunnel for 
crossing Montlake Blvd

New ADA ramp to
underpass tunnel for 
crossing Montlake Blvd

Reconfigured intersection 
improves pedestrian safety

Opportunities for pedestrian, bicycle, 
and landscape improvements

Existing trees and curbs to
remain. Opportunities for 
pedestrian, bicycle, and 
landscape improvements

Improve pedestrian and bicycle continuity, safety, and experience

Enhance the Olmsted features and character of the designated 

historic boulevard

Create a more cohesive and less cluttered visual environment

Accommodate multi-mode mobility (pedestrian, bicycle, transit, 

freight, and vehicle) for movement through and to this area 

Coordinate requirements of SDOT, King County Metro, Sound Transit, 

and WSDOT

Montlake Boulevard East north of Lake Washington Boulevard is designated as part 

of the historic Lake Washington Boulevard, a state route, and serves regional and 

multi-modal connections. Montlake Boulevard near SR 520 and the ship canal is a 

busy crossroads of activity for local and regional travel. 

Design GoalsFunctionDescription
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Opportunities for 
pedestrian, bicycle, 
and landscape 
improvements

Bike and 
pedestrian tunnel

Ramp to bike/ped 
underpass tunnel

Opportunities for pedestrian, bicycle, 
and landscape improvements

Existing trees and curbs to
remain. Opportunities for 
pedestrian, bicycle, and 
landscape improvements

Lid over SR520

Montlake Boulevard East - Baseline Design 

North

UW 
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station

TO CAPITOL HILL
DOWNTOWN

TO CAPITOL HILL
DOWNTOWN

TO ARBORETUM 
MADISCON PARK
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Pedestrian and bicycle connections

North

Current and planned bike/ped connection

Current and planned bike/ped 
connection under structure

Potential bike/ped connection

Signalized crosswalk
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Montlake Boulevard East
Areas of Opportunity on Montlake Boulevard East

Three unique areas exist along the boulevard where a variety of program uses or design ideas are possible.

The areas are: 

  1.) Adjacent the future second bascule bridge

  2.) Both sides of Montlake Boulevard at the new lid 

  3.) Public property adjacent the Montlake Market

Further exploration of the design opportunities on Montlake Boulevard will occur in coordination with the City of Seattle, 

King County Metro, Sound Transit, the Department of Archeology and Historic Preservation and the University of Washington.
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BASCULE BRIDGE APPROACH
- access down to water edge
- landscaped buffer area
- opportunity for open space
- new median landscaped LID + TRANSIT

- potential activity 
- transit stop
- entrance to the Arboretum
- landscaped area

LID + PORTAL
- portal design
- overlook
- potential landscaped edge 

SOUTHERN TRIANGLE
- transit stop
- open space opportunities
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