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Purpose of the meeting 

• Discuss the historic district survey/inventory and the process of 
nominating the Montlake neighborhood to the National Register of 
Historic Places (NRHP).   
 

• Share information on implications for the Montlake historic district 
becoming listed on the NRHP.  
 

• Discuss potential opportunities for  
Montlake residents to become involved  
in the survey, inventory, and nomination  
process.  
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Overview of the Montlake Study Area 
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Montlake: The 
Land Within 



Early development of the Montlake area 
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Olmsted Parks & Boulevards Plan, 
1903 

 
Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition,  

1909 



The Montlake Cut (1917) and Montlake Bridge (1925) 
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1915 

Craftsman style houses in 
Montlake 

             1907 

1916 



 
 
Colonial Revival 

Eclectic Revival style 
houses in Montlake (1920s) 



Tudor Revival houses in Montlake (1920) 
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Modest and vernacular houses 
in Montlake 



St. Demetrios Church (1962) 



Montlake District survey/nomination: Project overview 
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• Survey and Inventory 
• NRHP District Nomination 
• Implications for being listed in the NRHP 



Historic resources survey and inventory 
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What is a Historic District? 

• A group of buildings, properties, sites, structures or objects that are united 
“by past events” or “aesthetically by plan or development.”   
 

• A “Period of Significance” is identified for a historic district. 
 

• Elements may be separated but linked by association or history. 
 

• Include “contributing” and “non-contributing” resources (outside the period 
or theme, or lacking sufficient physical integrity).   
 

• Resources that are not themselves NR eligible can contribute to a district. 
(context buildings) 
 

• Includes the streets, open spaces, etc. in the district. 
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National Register Historic Districts: Montlake  

National Register listing places no 
obligations on private property 
owners.  
 
National Register listing does not 
trigger Seattle Landmark or local 
district status. 
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• There are no restrictions on the use, treatment, transfer, or disposition of 
private property.  
 
• National Register listing does not lead to public acquisition or require public 
access.  
 
• A property will not be listed if, for individual properties, the owner objects, or 
for districts, a majority of property owners object.  
 
• National Register listing does not automatically invoke local historic district 
zoning or local landmark designation 
 
Listing in the National Register DOES NOT mean: 

• You have to give tours of your property 
• You can’t make any changes to your property 
• You can’t demolish your property. 
• Your property value will go down. 

 
 
 
  
 

Results of Listing in the National Register: 
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•  Community history & local pride 

•   Recognition 

•   Better design of infill & alterations 

•   Increased tourism 

•   Enhanced business recruitment 
 

• Federal Income Tax Credit (up to 20%) for income 
producing buildings. (Owner-occupied rental properties 
do not qualify.  
 

• Can lead to increased resale value 
 

Advantages to being listed in the National Register 
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Anticipated Timeline for District Nomination 

September/October 2014: 
Anticipated First Draft of NRHP 
Historic District 

Fall 2014: DAHP review  of NRHP 
nomination. 

Winter 2015: ACHP 
Meeting/Governor’s Advisory 
Council Review and 
Recommendation (three review 
meetings per year). 

Winter/spring 2015: NPS 45-60 
day review. 

Spring 2015: Listing in the NRHP. 

Seattle Yacht Club, constructed in 1919 by 
John Graham 
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National Register Nominations for Individual Buildings  

In addition to the historic district, 
WSDOT consultants will prepare 
NRHP nomination materials for five 
(5) individual buildings.  
 
• Buildings cannot be listed if 

owner objects. 
• Like historic districts, listing in 

the NRHP does not restrict the 
owner’s actions. 

Montlake Elementary School, constructed  
in 1924 
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   Want to get involved? 

• Conduct background research of homes, businesses, or  
institutions in your neighborhood, such as: 
o Historic maps  
o City directories  
o Periodicals 
o Historic photographs 

 
• Join architectural historians on neighborhood surveys,  

which would include walking from building to building,  
taking notes, photography, etc. 
 

• Participate in public meetings when scheduled. 
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• The Department of Archaeology oversees National Register nominations in 
Washington State: 

 http://www.dahp.wa.gov/national-register-of-historic-places  

 Contact Michael Houser, State Architectural Historian, at 360-586-3076 or 
 michael.houser@dahp.wa.gov 

  

• The National Park Service website has more specific information on what it 
means to be listed in the National Register: 
www.nps.gov/nr/national_register_fundamentals.htm  

 

• Visit WSDOT’s program website:  
www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/SR520Bridge/ 

• Contact Steve Archer, 206-805-2895 or archers@wsdot.wa.gov  

 

 

For more information 

http://www.dahp.wa.gov/national-register-of-historic-places
mailto:michael.houser@dahp.wa.gov
http://www.nps.gov/nr/national_register_fundamentals.htm
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/SR520Bridge/
mailto:archers@wsdot.wa.gov
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