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Using Demographic Data for LEP Determination 
Effective:  July 2015 
 
Use the data from the ACS Summary Report and the OSPI School Report to determine if a 
Limited English Proficient (LEP) population exists within the project area. (ERS/ECS Part 4, Tab 7, 
Question 7e). 
 
In the ACS Summary Report use the data from the line labeled ‘Speak English “less than well”’ 
(found on the second page of the report).   
 
ACS Summary Report 

  
 
Compare this with the % of students enrolled in the ‘Transitional Bilingual’ program on the OSPI 
school report.   
 
OSPI Report 

 
 
In this example the ACS report shows on 5% of the population speak English less than well, but 
the school data shows almost 10% have limited fluency.  This may be because the school 
boundary area is much larger than the project area.  However, both tools report a percentage 
that exceeds the WSDOT’s LEP threshold (>5% of the population or 1000 persons).  Therefore, 
you would report an LEP population is present in the study area. 
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Use the 2010 Census Data to determine which languages will need translation.  In this example 
the census data shows that both Hispanic and Asian minority populations are present.  
Therefore it is reasonable to assume that you will need to translate information into Spanish.   
 
2010 Census Report 

 
 
You will need to contact the school to determine which Asian languages are present in the 
project area.  The school contact information – phone and address -- is located at the top of the 
OSPI report.  Ask for the person in charge of the school’s transitional bilingual program.  They 
will usually be able to provide the information immediately over the phone especially if you 
explain that you are collecting data to help WSDOT do community outreach for a transportation 
project.  Document the conversation in the ECS form with a simple statement such as, “LEP 
languages listed above were confirmed by school district staff.” 


