


























Vickie L. Mercer 
10025 SW 122nd Pl.    Vashon, Washington   98070 

206-550-3914 or 206-497-9031 
 
January 25, 2009 
 
Mr. David Moseley, CEO 
Washington State Ferry System 
Seattle, Washington 98101 
 
Dear Mr. Moseley, 
 
Every ferry user owes you a significant amount of gratitude for your willingness to listen to our many 
concerns.  Thank you for extending the time for comment to the Long Range Plan allowing for my 
submission.  I sense that your job is similar in challenge to that of our new President as our legislature in 
recent years has neglected to give WSF the monetary support necessary to maintain a most prestigious 
transportation asset. 
 
With the 2009 legislature’s motto being “One Washington” I find it disturbing that transportation decisions 
have come down to “take away from a few to give to the masses”.  We now see new massively expensive 
plans for a deep bored tunnel emerging from the same Governor’s office that just cut ferry service on the 
south end of Vashon that will prevent working people from getting to their jobs, permanently assigning the 
Hiyu which is in no way ADA compliant.  As a resident of Vashon I object to any additional reductions of 
ferry service to a community that has grown by 11% over the past ten years and has already sustained 18% 
reductions of service during the same period.  All 13,000 who live on Vashon have built their futures around 
the WSF ferry system after the continued encouragement of our State’s legislature promoting an economy in 
our community.   
 
I can not understand how Plan B could materialize as it would result in the death of every Vashon business 
and working person’s ambition and well being.  Plan B would destroy the last 30 years of growth.  Plan B 
would not even provide service for the equivalent population of 7500 people.  Vashon resident Judy Whitney 
said several years ago "Ferry planners need to be mindful of the power they have to enhance or stifle the 
communities they serve and to influence the character of those communities by the transportation decisions 
they make."   I believe we are at that crossroads. 
 
I truly believe that “Plan B” does not follow the premise of “equal cuts for all”.   Plan B is the equivalent of 
letting the bank on Vashon fail, foreclosing the house and evicting the inhabitants.  It is as impersonal and 
cold as wishing the Katrina victims would drown.   
 
As the idea of “Plan C” is gaining momentum, I truly hope that a serious look at “fairness” will gain strength.  
If there must be cuts, let them be across the board and shared by all.  If there must be actions for the 
“Common Good”, let all legislators look deep into their soles to see if their cuts equal their neighbors.  So, 
you can see why everyone who is associated and cares about their follow citizens who live on Vashon must 
fight “Plan B” in these days of “One Washington”.  
 
Thank you for your time and I trust my comments will be added to the multitude of others voicing concern for 
our ferry system’s future. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Vickie Mercer 
Vashon Resident 



 
Cc:   Senator Joe McDermott 
 Senator Derik Kilmer 
 Representative Sharon Nelson 
 Representative  Eileen Cody 
 Representative Larry Seaquist 
 Representative Sherry Appleton 
 Representative Christine Rolfes 
 
  



















































































WSDOT Ferries Division 
PUBLIC HEARING COMMENT FORM 

January 2009 
SOUTHWORTH / FAUNTLEROY 

 
 
NEW FOCUS: The focus of vehicle ferries must shift from moving cars to moving people.  
 
GOAL: Fill the passenger sections of vehicle ferries. This will result in the lowest cost per person. 
 
DESTINATION: If WSDOT take people where they want to go, they will fill the passenger sections. 
No additional resources should be dedicated to a route until passenger sections operate at 
maximum capacity. 
 
SINGLE OCCUPANT VEHICLES (SOV): An informal study at Fauntleroy revealed 70% of the 
vehicles were SOV. We should not cater to the SOV. This is not prudent given today’s limited 
resources. 
 
ORIGIN–DESTINATION STUDY: WSDOT Origin–Destination study revealed 78% of Southworth 
commuters stated Coleman was closer to their destination than Fauntleroy. 
 
BREMERTON-COLEMAN: Limited capacity due to Rich Passage and length of route. 
 
BREMERTON / SOUTHWORTH: These Kitsap terminals should be viewed jointly. Over the long-
term, runs should shift from Bremerton-Coleman to Southworth-Coleman.  
 
LESS RESOURCES REQUIRED: Since runs from Southworth-Coleman are 1/3 shorter than runs 
from Bremerton-Coleman, this will not require more ferries and will increase capacity through 
additional runs. 
 
COLEMAN CAPACITY: Coleman does not need a fourth slip to accommodate Southworth. With 
proper logistical timing and reconfiguration of existing holding areas, Coleman can accommodate 
some Southworth runs.  
 
DO IT NOW: Start with just one Southworth-Coleman commuter run now. The passenger section 
will fill up. Commuter vans will be given priority. Over time, additional runs from Bremerton can shift 
to Southworth according to need.  
 
MEETS WSDOT GOALS: 
 

1. Maximize use of vessels. If the passenger sections of vehicle ferries operate at capacity, 
the ferries will have maximum passengers. 

2. Adaptive Management Strategy: Adapting routes, runs and origin-destinations will 
strategically increase capacity without unnecessary additional costly resources. 

3. Highest Quality Service: Maximizing passenger sections of vehicle ferries means a lower 
cost per person than focusing on the high cost per vehicle.  

 
LOWEST COST PER PERSON: This focus is consistent with sustainability, Mayor Nichol’s letter 
to the WSDOT dated 1.21.09, the City Council’s resolution to not expand the Fauntleroy terminal, 
the Growth Management Act, Vashon goals, Southworth goals, Seattle goals and WSDOT goals.  

























Dow CONSTANTINE
Metropolian King County Council

District Eight
King County Courthouse
516 Third Avenue, Room 1200
Seattle, WA 98104-3272
dow. constanti ne~metrokc. gov

Januar 26, 2009

David Moseley
Assistant Secretary, WSDOT
Washinton State Ferries
2901 3r Ave., Suite 500
Seattle, WA 98121

Dear Mr. Moseley:

I am writing today to share my opinion on the proposed expansion of the Fauntleroy ferry
dock and the installation of a two-story passenger loading facility.

First, Fauntleroy is different from most other communities that host a WSF docking
facility in that it receives virtually no direct benefit from ferry operations. Ferries are a
lifeline for island communities, and a significant convenience for the Kitsap Peninsula.
They funnel workers into downtown Seattle, as well as smaller employment centers. And,
ferry traffic benefits at least some businesses in the traditional downtowns of Edmonds
and Mukilteo. In contrast, Fauntleroy is a residential neighborhood and ferr traffic
largely bypasses its small business district. Drivers who exit the ferry are just passing
through on their way to somewhere else.

I supported-and stil support- WSF' s past proposal to reroute most Southworth traffic

directly to downtown Seattle. That proposal makes sense. As the Kitsap Peninsula grows,
it is unacceptable to burden Fauntleroy streets with additional vehicles that are more
appropriately directed closer to their destination. I request that you to reopen this issue as
you craft your recommendations on the future of Washington's ferry system.

I am unequivocally opposed to the proposed expansion of the existing ferr dock at
Fauntleroy.

The King County Ferry District, created in part to preserve direct Vashon Island-to-
downtown Seattle foot ferry service, is now fully funding the Vashon passenger ferry
operations. We plan a 50 percent increase in service by July 2009. This is the correct
direction for our transportation future-direct, efficient connections for ferry customers
to employment and residential growth centers-not an expansion of congestion in
residential neighborhoods.

Thank you for your consideration.
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Sincerely,

Dow Constantine
Chair, King County Council
District Eight
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