
The Lake Washington Urban Partnership

• Transit
• Telecommuting

• Technology
• Tolling

•  Miami
•  Minneapolis
•  Chicago

•  San Francisco
•  Los Angeles

•  Designed to reduce congestion through the “Four T’s”:

•  Awarded $154.5 million to assist WSDOT, PSRC and King 
County in applying these innovative approaches to reducing 
congestion in the SR 520 corridor.

• Other regions that have been selected for Urban 
Partnership Agreements include:

Funded by:
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How will the four T’s improve 
SR 520 congestion?

Technology
Existing tools such as ramp meters, 
traffi c loops and variable message 
signs would improve traveler 
information and traffi c control. 
New innovations, such as variable 
speed limits, improved on- and off-
ramp access and real-time traveler 
information signs would provide 
commuters with the tools and 
information they need for a more 
reliable trip.

Tolling
Electronic tolls would mean no 
booths, no lines and no delays 
because drivers would not have 
to stop to pay. Toll prices that vary 
by time of day would provide a 
discount to travelers who opt to 
use the bridge during less crowded 
times or pay a higher price to use 
the bridge during peak travel times. 
This system would encourage 
some drivers to choose alternate 
transportation methods to help ease 
congestion during peak travel times.

Artistic rendering of what an electronic tolling 
system may look like on the SR 520 bridge.

Transit
Adding more transit services along 
SR 520 would move more people 
and provide options to commuters 
who don’t want to drive across the 
bridge. Other improvements that 
make the most of transit services, 
such as additional park-and-
rides, the use of the King County 
Metro RapidRide bus rapid transit 
(BRT) program and better rider 
information services would make 
ride sharing more convenient.

A King County Metro bus approaches 
the Portage Bay Viaduct.

Telecommuting
Widespread broadband Internet 
access and support from major 
employers will enable our region to 
expand telecommuting programs to 
provide more people the option to 
telecommute or use fl extime. This 
would help reduce work trips during 
weekday peak commute times in the 
mornings and evenings.  

Many employers recognize the value of 
allowing employees to telecommute.

Artistic renderings of future technology on 
SR 520, including variable speed limits and 
variable message signs.
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SR 520 variable tolling environmental assessment
What issues are being studied?
• Effects of tolling on traffi c.
• Effects of tolling on low-income highway 

users.
• Other topics?

What is the schedule?
January 2009 – Issue the environmental assessment.
January/February 2009 – Public comment period.

We want to hear from you
WSDOT, with the Federal Highway Administration, is 
undertaking an environmental assessment of variable 
tolling on SR 520. What issues should be evaluated in the 
environmental assessment? You can provide comments in 
the following ways:

Comment form:  Complete one of the comment forms 
provided at this meeting.

E-mail:  KruegeP@wsdot.wa.gov

Write:  Urban Partnership SR 520 Variable Tolling Project
c/o Paul Krueger, Environmental Manager
Washington State Department of Transportation
401 2nd Avenue South
Seattle, WA 98104

For scoping comments to be considered, please send 
them by July 17, 2008. All other comments and inquiries 
can be sent at any time to the above project addresses.

Your comments about this project will help to ensure 
that the environmental assessment addresses all of the 
project’s environmental issues.
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The purpose of implementing tolling on SR 520 is to reduce 
congestion between I-5 and I-405.

What is being proposed?
• Existing highway would be tolled – no new highway lanes
• All electronic tolling – no toll booths.
• Variable toll – lower price in non-peak periods.
• Single tolling location or multiple tolling locations?
• Revenue to be invested in SR 520 corridor

(i.e. bridge replacement).

Why is tolling needed now?
• SR 520 is a key regional corridor and 

a major traffi c bottleneck.
• Tolling could help manage congestion.
• Tolls can help close the funding gap.

SR 520 variable tolling environmental assessment
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• All tolls on the SR 520 corridor would 
be collected electronically – there will 
be no toll booths.

• Drivers would be encouraged to set 
up prepaid Good to Go! accounts, 
using the same system in place on 
both the Tacoma Narrows Bridge and 
the SR 167 HOT Lanes Pilot Project.

• Drivers without Good to Go! accounts 
would be billed based on their license 
plate, with a surcharge added to the 
toll rate.

• Washington drivers have embraced 
electronic tolling and signed up in 
record numbers—more than 90,000 
accounts and 200,000 transponders 
in the fi rst six months—the most 
successful launch in the country.

Electronic tolling in Washington

Electronic tolling at the Tacoma Narrows Bridge.

Simulation of electronic tolling on 
SR 167 HOT lanes. Current and future tolling options in the 

Puget Sound region.
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Expand Washington’s intelligent 
transporation system, that now includes:
 135 ramp meters, real-time traveler information, 475 

traffi c cameras, 179 electronic message boards, 7 traffi c 
management centers, 55 incident response trucks, 884 
timed traffi c traffi c signals, 200 miles of HOV lanes and 
20 miles of HOT lanes.

• Overhead signs
Variable speed limit and lane-control signs over each 
lane with variable message signs to alert drivers of 
backups down the road.

• Variable lane control
Signals alert drivers to steer away 
from trouble spots and clear the way 
for emergency vehicle access.

• Travel time signs
Allow drivers to make trip decisions.

Technology to build smarter roadways
High-tech tools to improve your commute

M42 Birmingham, England.

Overhead gantry envisioned by WSDOT.
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The Urban Partnership Agreement 
allocates $41 million to be used to:
• Purchase 45 additional buses for the 520 

corridor.
• Make improvements to the South Kirkland 

and downtown Redmond park-and-ride lots.
• Enhance passenger facilities (new shelters 

and improved lighting).
• Install real-time traveler information signs.

The SR 520 corridor today:
• 24 bus routes.
• 400 bus trips per day.
• 13,400 riders daily.

Adding transit to the SR 520 corridor




