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style is the Union Avenue Parking Garage in Olympia completed in 1958. The best example in
the state is most likely the multi-story Psychology Building on the Central Washington University
Campus completed in 1972. The Nuclear Reactor Building, represents a solid example of the
style in terms of embodying the distinctive characteristics of the period of construction, which in
this case possess high artistic values.

The University of Washington’s College of Engineering began offering nuclear engineering
classes in 1953, and in 1958 granted its first Master's degree in Nuclear Engineering. Dr. Harold
Wessman, Dean of the Engineering College at the time, served as a strong advocate for the
formation of the Nuclear Engineering program and pushed for the construction of a reactor on
campus. Initially the program was run through the graduate school at the College of Engineering
until 1965, when it became its own department.

That same year General Electric’'s Graduate School of Nuclear Engineering at Richland,
Washington was transferred to the University of Washington, further boasting the program.2
Richland was the site of the Hanford project, which was established in Eastern Washington in
1942 to produce plutonium for the Manhattan Project. The Hanford site was no longer secret
after World War Il, and continued to produce plutonium for nuclear applications, eventually
becoming a site for producing nuclear power.” After the transfer of the graduate program in
Nuclear Engineering, the University of Washington and Hanford maintained a strong connection,
exchanging educators and students throughout the next 20 years.4

Such programs in Nuclear Engineering were becoming common place at the university level by
the late 1950s (see attached table). North Carolina State became host to the first a university—
based nuclear reactor in the world in 1953, followed by Penn State in 1955. By 1968, over 75
nuclear reactors were in operation at universities across the United States. Today there are
approximately 27 nuclear reactors in academic settings, down from 40 in 1987. The early 1960s
were somewhat of a boom-time in terms of construction of university based teaching reactors.
Between 1960 and 1965, nine reactors came on-line across the college campus. In the Pacific
Northwest, Washington State and the University of Washington reactors became operational in
1961, preceded by Idaho State (1967), Oregon State (1967) and Reed College (1968).

2
A Century of Educating Engineers, p 44

3
. Pope, The Atomic West, p 236
Interview with Dean McFeron
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interior, reactor room, looking northwest












