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ENGLISH

Title VI Notice to Public

It is the Washington State Department of Transportation’s (WSDOT) policy to assure that no person shall, on the grounds of race,
color, national origin, as provided by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits
of, or be otherwise discriminated against under any of its programs and activities. Any person who believes his/her Title VI protection
has been violated, may file a complaint with WSDOT's Office of Equity and Civil Rights (OECR). For additional information regarding
Title VI complaint procedures and/or information regarding our non-discrimination obligations, please contact OECR’s Title VI
Coordinator at 360-705-7090.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Information

This material can be made available in an alternate format by emailing the Office of Equity and Civil Rights at wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov
or by calling toll free, 855-362-4ADA(4232). Persons who are deaf or hard of hearing may make a request by calling the Washington
State Relay at 711.

ESPANOL

Notificacion de Titulo VI al Pablico

La politica del Departamento de Transporte del Estado de Washington (Washington State Department of Transportation, WSDOT) es
garantizar que ninguna persona, por motivos de raza, color u origen nacional, segun lo dispuesto en el Titulo VI de la Ley de Derechos
Civiles de 1964, sea excluida de la participacion, se le nieguen los beneficios o se le discrimine de otro modo en cualquiera de sus
programas y actividades. Cualquier persona que considere que se ha violado su proteccion del Titulo VI puede presentar una queja
ante la Oficina de Equidad y Derechos Civiles (Office of Equity and Civil Rights, OECR) del WSDOQOT. Para obtener mas informacion
sobre los procedimientos de queja del Titulo VI o informacion sobre nuestras obligaciones contra la discriminacién, comuniquese con el
coordinador del Titulo VI de la OECR al 360-705-7090.

Informacion de la Ley sobre Estadounidenses con Discapacidades (ADA, por sus siglas en inglés)

Este material puede estar disponible en un formato alternativo al enviar un correo electrénico a la Oficina de Equidad y Derechos
Civiles a wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov o llamando a la linea sin cargo 855-362-4ADA(4232). Personas sordas o con discapacidad auditiva
pueden solicitar la misma informacién llamando al Washington State Relay al 711.
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Paspen VI O6wecTBeHHOe 3a8BIeHNe

Monntuka OenapTameHTa TpaHcnopTa wrtaTa BawmnHrtod (WSDOT) 3ak1t04aeTCcs B TOM, YTO6bI UCK/IOUYUTL SIt06ble Cayvan
OMCKPMMUHALMM NO NPU3HAKY Pachl, LiBETA KOXKM UJIM HALMOHAIbHOTO MPOUCXOXKAEHMS, KaK 3TO NpegycMoTpeHo Pasaenom

VI 3aKoHa 0 rpakaaHcKux npasax 1964 roaa, a TakXXe cay4dyan HelONYLLEHMS YYaCcTUs, JIMLEHUS IbFOT UK Apyrue Gopmbl
OUCKPUMUHALMM B paMKax 10601 13 CBOMX NPorpamMMm 1 MeponpusTuit. Jllo6oe 1o, KoTopoe CYUTAET, YTO ero cpeAcTBa 3aLuUThbI
B paMKax pasfena VI 66111 HapyLleHbl, MOXET NoAaTh »Kanoby B BeJoMCTBO Mo BonpocaM paBeHCTBa U rpaxkaaHckmnx npas WSDOT
(OECR). Ons pononHnTenbHomn nHdopmaLmm o npoueaype nofaqm >kanobbl Ha HecoboaeHue Tpe6oBaHuit pasaena VI, a Takxke
noJly4eHns MHGOPMaLIMKM O HalLMX 0653aTeNIbCTBaX No 60pbbe C AUCKPUMMHALIMEN, MOXKANYNCTA, CBAXKMUTECH C KOOPAMHATOPOM
OECR no pasgeny VI no tenedpony 360-705-7090.

3akoH CLUA o 3awuTe npas rpakgaH ¢ orpaHMyeHHbIMU BO3MOXXHOCTAMM (ADA)

OTY MHbOPMaLLMIO MOXKHO NOJTy4YUTb B afibTepHAaTUMBHOM dopMaTe, OTNPABUB 3N1EKTPOHHOE NMCcbMO B BegomMcTBO No Bonpocam
paBEeHCTBA M IrpakJAaHCKUX npa. no agpecy wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov nam nos3BoHMB no 6ecnsiaTHoMy TenedoHy 855-362-
4ADA(4232). Tnyxue 1 cnabocablwallme anua MoryT cAenaTh 3anpoc, NO3BOHMB B CMELMAIbHYIO OMCMETYEPCKYIO C/Y>KBY
wTaTa BawmHrtoH no HoMmepy 711.(4232). Mnyxue 1 cnabocsibilalme Anua MoryT cAenaTh 3anpoc, MO3BOHUB B CNeLMabHYo
OMCNeTYepCKYo CNy>X6y wTaTa BawmHrToH no Homepy 711.
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tigng Viét - VIETNAMESE

Thoéng bao Khoan VI danh cho céng ching

Chinh sach ctia S& Giao Théng Van Tai Tiéu Bang Washington (WSDOT) 12 bdo dam khdéng dé cho ai bj loai khoi su tham gia, bj tur
khuéc quyén lgi, hodc bi ky thi trong bat cr chuong trinh hay hoat déng nao vi ly do chiing tdc, mau da, hodc nguén géc qudc gia, theo
nhu quy dinh trong Muc VI ctia Dao Luat Dan Quyén nam 1964. B4t cr ai tin rang quyén bao vé trong Muc VI cla ho bi vi pham, déu
c6 thé ndp don khi€u nai cho Van Phong Bao Vé Dan Quyén va Binh Ding (OECR) ctia WSDOT. Muén biét thém chi tiét lién quan dén
thu tuc khi€u nai Muc VI va/hodc chi tiét lién quan dén trach nhiém khong ky thi cia chdng toi, xin lién lac v&i Phéi Tri Vién Muc VI cla
OECR s6 360-705-7090.

Théng tin vé Dao luat Ngudi My tan tat (Americans with Disabilities Act, ADA)

Tai liéu nay c6 thé thuc hién bing mot hinh thirc khac bing cach email cho Van Phong Bao Vé Dan Quyén va Binh Ding wsdotada@
wsdot.wa.gov hodc goi dién thoai mién phi s8, 855-362-4ADA(4232). Ngudi diéc hodc khiém thinh cé thé yéu ciu bang cach goi cho
Dich vu Tiép dm Ti€u bang Washington theo sé 711.
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Af-soomaaliga - SOMALI

Ciwaanka VI Ogeysiiska Dadweynaha

Waa siyaasada Waaxda Gaadiidka Gobolka Washington (WSDOT) in la xaqiijiyo in aan gofna, ayadoo la cuskanaayo sababo la xariira
isir, midab, ama wadanku kasoo jeedo, sida ku goran Title VI (Qodobka VI) ee Sharciga Xaquugda Madaniga ah ah oo soo baxay 1964,
laga saarin ka gaybgalka, loo diidin faa'iidooyinka, ama si kale loogu takoorin barnaamijyadeeda iyo shaqooyinkeeda. Qof kasta oo
aaminsan in difaaciisa Title VI la jebiyay, ayaa cabasho u gudbin kara Xafiiska Sinaanta iyo Xaquugda Madaniga ah (OECR) ee WSDOT.
Si aad u hesho xog dheeraad ah oo ku saabsan hanaannada cabashada Title VI iyo/ama xogta la xariirta waajibaadkeena ka caagan
takoorka, fadlan la xariir Iskuduwaha Title VI ee OECR oo aad ka wacayso 360-705-7090.

Macluumaadka Xeerka Naafada Marykanka (ADA)

Agabkaan ayaad ku heli kartaa gaab kale adoo iimeel u diraaya Xafiiska Sinaanta iyo Xaquugda Madaniga ah oo aad ka helayso
wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov ama adoo wacaaya laynka bilaashka ah, 855-362-4ADA(4232). Dadka naafada maqgalka ama magalku ku adag
yahay waxay ku codsan karaan wicitaanka Adeega Gudbinta Gobolka Washington 711.



If you have difficulty understanding English, you may, free of charge, request language assistance services by calling 360-705-7921 or
email us at: PTDengage@wsdot.wa.gov

ESPANOL - SPANISH

Servicios de traduccién

Aviso a personas con dominio limitado del idioma inglés: Si usted tiene alguna dificultad en entender el idioma inglés,
puede, sin costo alguno, solicitar asistencia lingliistica con respecto a esta informacidn llamando al 360-705-7921,

o envie un mensaje de correo electrénico a: PTDengage@wsdot.wa.gov
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pycckuit - RUSSIAN

Ycnyru nepesoga

Ecnv BaM TpyZAHO NOHUMATb aHI/IMACKUIA A3bIK, Bbl MOXKETE 3aNpoCcUTb 6ecrniaTHbIe S3bIKOBble
YCNYyrn, Nno3BoHMB no TenedoHy 360-705-7921, nam Hanncas HaM Ha 3NeKTPOHHY noyTy: PTDengage@wsdot.wa.gov

tiéng Viét - VIETNAMESE
cac dich vu dich thuat

Né&u quy vi khéng hiéu tiéng Anh, quy vi cé thé yéu cau dich vu trg gitip ngdn ngilt, mién phi,
bi3ng cach goi s& 360-705-7921, hodc email cho ching téi tai: PTDengage@wsdot.wa.gov
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Adeegyada Turjumaada

Haddii ay kugu adag tahay inaad fahamtid Ingiriisida, waxaad, bilaash, ku codsan kartaa adeegyada caawimada luugada adoo wacaaya
360-705-7921 ama iimayl noogu soo dir: PTDengage@wsdot.wa.gov
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Acronyms and abbreviations

ADA
PTBA
PTIC
RCW
TBD
WAC
WSDOT

Americans with Disabilities Act

Public transportation benefit area

Public transportation improvement conference
Revised Code of Washington

Transportation benefit district

Washington Administrative Code

Washington State Department of Transportation
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About public transportation benefit areas

Highlights

Summary

« Public transportation benefit areas (PTBA) can be county wide, less than county wide, or
multi-county.

» Only one PTBA may exist in each county. However, a PTBA may annex a contiguous
portion of a bordering county where another PTBA exists if the contiguous area is
outside latter PTBA's boundaries.

« County commissioners convene a public transportation improvement conference
(PTIC) to decide if there is sufficient interest to form a PTBA. A formal establishment of
boundaries and the selection of a board of directors follow the conference.

« A PTBA's board of directors is composed of elected officials representing the
communities and counties inside the PTBA boundaries.

« PTBAs may use one of the following funding options with voter approval:
- Sales tax (0.1-0.9 percent)?!
- Household tax (up to $1 per month)
- Business and occupations tax (no dollar limit)
- Utilities tax

Washington has several governance structures in state law under which public
transportation services are funded and operated, including:

« PTBA (Chapter 36.57A RCW)

« City transit system (Chapter 35.95 RCW)

» County public transportation authority (Chapter 36.57 RCW)
« Regional transit authority (Chapter 81.112 RCW)

A PTBA is just one way to start and run a public transit agency.

PTBAs are the most common form of transit agency in Washington, offering a great deal
of flexibility in funding mechanisms and service area. PTBAs may be composed of a service
area that is smaller than countywide, countywide, or multi-county.

To establish a PTBA and its boundaries, county governing bodies convene a public
transportation improvement conference. The conference includes elected representatives
from the county or counties and every city or town within the county or counties that are to
be a part of a PTBA.

Once the PTIC has established the boundary for a PTBA, the county or counties and every
city or town select a board of directors. Single-county PTBAs may have up to nine board
members. Multi-county PTBAs may have up to 13 board members. If a union represents
employees of the PTBA, the union may appoint one nonvoting member to the board. PTBAs
review the composition of their boards every four years.

1 RCW 82.14.045(3) includes additional sales tax thresholds for PTBAs with special circumstances.

Public Transportation Benefit Area Formation Process Guidebook M 3144.01 Page 7
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=36.57a
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=35.95
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=36.57
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=81.112
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=82.14.045

Before operations begin, PTBAs develop comprehensive transit plans to determine service
levels and funding requirements. These plans also address the effect (if any) on other transit
systems in the PTBA. The funding requirements identified in the plan become the basis for
seeking voter approval of funding for the PTBA's services.

PTBAs have the authority to ask voters to approve a sales tax, business and occupation
tax, or utility tax to support services. PTBAs most often choose sales tax as a funding
mechanism. PTBAs have a maximum sales tax authority of 0.9 percent, but an act of the
Legislature may increase this statutory limit. Once voters approve of a funding mechanism
for a PTBA's services, the state disburses the funds to the PTBA.

PTBAs most commonly operate fixed route services with complementary demand response
services and vanpool programs. Some PTBAs also operate route-deviated services. PTBAs
may also operate fixed-guideway systems.

PTBAs may either reduce or enlarge their boundaries once established. If a PTBA determines
it can no longer serve its entire service area, its board may adopt a resolution reducing

its boundaries. The state will no longer collect any taxes intended for funding the PTBA's
services in the area removed from the PTBA. A PTBA may expand its boundaries by a vote
of the residents within the expanded area.

Special needs public transportation benefit areas

RCW 36.57A.180 authorized the creation of special needs PTBAs.

A special needs PTBA is a variation of a PTBA that allows newly formed or existing PTBA's
that have not successfully submitted an authorizing proposition to the voters to establish a
public transportation system limited to persons with special needs.

Persons with special needs people, including their personal attendants, who because of
physical or mental disability, income status, or age are unable to transport themselves or
purchase transportation.

The boundary considerations, funding options, formation process, and composition of the
board of directors for special needs PTBAs are the same as traditional PTBAs.

Page 8
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.57A.180

Public transportation benefit areas in Washington

Sales
Agency tax rate Notes

Asotin County PTBA 0.2% Began providing transit service by contract with Valley Transit in 2004;
assumed direct operation of transit service in 2010. Also provides
service to Lewiston, ID.

Ben Franklin Transit 0.6% Established in 1981; serves Tri-Cities area and some unincorporated
parts of Benton and Franklin counties.

Clallam Transit System 0.6% Established in 1979; serves Clallam County including connections to
tribal transit services.

Community Transit 1.2%? Established in 1976 and gradually expanded to include all cities

(Snohomish County PTBA) and towns in Snohomish County (except Everett), Tulalip Indian
Reservation, and many unincorporated areas.

C-TRAN (Clark County PTBA) | 0.7% Established in 1981; serves Vancouver area, Battle Ground, Camas, La
Center, Ridgefield, Washougal, and Yacolt. Used to be countywide, but
boundaries were reduced in 2005 after a failed 2004 ballot measure.
Also provides service to downtown Portland, OR.

Grant Transit Authority 0.2% Established in 1996; serves all of Grant County.

Intercity Transit (Thurston 1.2%?2 Established in 1981; serves Olympia, Lacey, Tumwater, and Yelm

County) urbanized areas. Used to be countywide, but boundaries were reduced
in 2002. Board includes three private citizens.

Island Transit 0.9% Approved by voters in 1983 but did not begin service until 1987
following a court proceeding. Serves all of Island County; does not
collect fares.

Jefferson Transit Authority 0.9% Established in 1980; serves all of Jefferson County. Different fare
structures for eastern and western parts of county.

Kitsap Transit 1.1%3 Established in 1983. Serves all of Kitsap County; also provides high-
speed passenger-only ferry service to downtown Seattle.

Link Transit (Chelan-Douglas | 0.5% Established in 1990; serves all of Chelan County and part of Douglas

PTBA) County.

Mason Transit 0.6% Established in 1992. Serves all of Mason County; only charges fares
for out-of-county trips.

Pacific Transit System 0.3% Established in 1980. Serves all of Pacific County; also provides service
to Astoria, OR.

Pierce Transit 0.6% Established in 1979. Serves Tacoma and vicinity; Bonney Lake,
Buckley, DuPont, Orting, and Sumner opted to leave the PTBA in
2012.

RiverCities Transit (Cowlitz 0.3% Established in 1987; serves Kelso and Longview. PTBA serves as

Transit Authority) taxing authority only; all transit and administrative services are
provided through contract with City of Longview.

Skagit Transit 0.4% Established in 1993 in the Burlington and Mount Vernon areas; has
since expanded to include all cities and towns in Skagit County, as well
as many unincorporated areas.

Public Transportation Benefit Area Formation Process Guidebook M 3144.01 Page 9
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http://ridethevalley.org/
http://www.bft.org/
http://www.clallamtransit.com/
http://www.communitytransit.org/
https://mrsc.org/explore-topics/transportation/integrating-transportation-modes/public-transportation-systems
http://www.c-tran.com/
http://www.gta-ride.com/
http://www.intercitytransit.com/
https://mrsc.org/explore-topics/transportation/integrating-transportation-modes/public-transportation-systems
http://www.islandtransit.org/
http://jeffersontransit.com/
http://www.kitsaptransit.com/
http://www.linktransit.com/
http://www.masontransit.org/
http://pacifictransit.org/
http://www.piercetransit.org/
http://rctransit.org/
http://www.skagittransit.org/

Sales
Agency tax rate Notes

Spokane Transit 0.8% Established in 1981; serves Airway Heights, Cheney, Medical Lake,
Millwood, Liberty Lake, Spokane, and Spokane Valley, plus nearby
unincorporated areas.

TranGO (Okanogan County 0.4% PTBA initially created in 1996 but not funded. Voters approved the

Transit Authority) first sales tax in 2013 and service began 2014. Serves all of Okanogan
County except Colville Reservation.

Twin Transit (Lewis County 0.2% Established in 1985; serves Centralia and Chehalis.

PTBA)

Valley Transit (Walla Walla 0.6% Established in 1980; serves College Place, City of Walla Walla, and

County PTBA) nearby unincorporated areas.

Whatcom Transportation 0.6% Established in 1984; serves Whatcom County, including all cities and

Authority towns and the Lummi Nation.

1 Includes additional 0.3% sales tax under RCW 82.14.045(3) for PTBAs in a county of 700,000 or more that includes a city of
75,000 or more.

2 Includes additional 0.3% sales tax under RCW 82.14.045(3) for PTBAs in a county between 250,000 and 400,000 population
that includes two or more cities with a population of 40,000 or more.

3 Includes additional 0.3% sales tax for high-speed passenger-only ferry service under RCW 82.14.440.
Source: Municipal Research and Services Center of Washington

Page 10 Public Transportation Benefit Area Formation Process Guidebook M 3144.01
February 2023


https://www.spokanetransit.com/
https://okanogantransit.com/
http://twintransit.org/
http://www.valleytransit.com/
http://www.ridewta.com/
http://www.ridewta.com/
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Steps for forming a public transportation benefit area

Step 1: Call a public transportation improvement conference

County commissioners may call for a PTIC after a resolution of at least two cities in
the county, or petition signed by at least 10 percent of the registered voters in the
proposed PTBA.

Commissioners may convene the PTIC 30 days after a written notice to each legislative
body of each city or town within the county.

The commissioners and one representative from each city or town in the proposed PTBA
must attend the conference.

The purpose of the conference’s first meeting is to evaluate the need and desire to create a
PTBA within certain incorporated and unincorporated portions of the county.

Source: RCW 36.57A.020

Step 2: Establish boundaries and hold public hearings

If the PTIC finds a need and desire to create a PTBA, the PTIC will schedule a date for a
public hearing.

The PTIC must publish notice of the hearing once a week for at least four consecutive weeks
in one or more local newspapers. The notice must include:

» A description of the proposed boundaries of the PTBA

» The time and place of the hearing
Prior to convening the hearing, the county commissioners must delineate the area of the

county proposed to be included in the PTBA. Commissioners must provide a written copy of
the delineated area to each incorporated city or town within the area.

Each incorporated city or town in the proposed PTBA must advise the commissioners, on a
preliminary basis, of the city or town’s desire to be included in or excluded from the PTBA.

The commissioners must determine the inclusion or exclusion of all unincorporated areas of
the county.

The PTIC must revise the delineations to reflect the desires of the incorporated cities and
towns. The PTIC must discuss these revisions at the public hearing.

At the hearing, the PTIC may change the boundaries of the PTBA. However, the PTIC may
not exclude portions of the proposed area in a way that creates an island of included or
excluded lands. Additionally, PTBAs must fully include or fully exclude incorporated cities
and towns. PTBAs may not include or exclude specific parts of cities and towns.

If the PTIC expands the proposed boundaries of the PTBA at the hearing, the PTIC must
schedule a second public hearing, subject to the same conditions as the first.

Following the conclusion of the hearings, the PTIC must adopt a resolution fixing the
boundaries of the proposed PTBA.
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The county commissioners must decide the final portions of the county to be included in the
PTBA within 30 days of the PTIC's resolution.

The incorporated cities and towns within the proposed boundaries of the PTBA may choose
to withdraw from the process within 60 days of the PTIC's resolution.

Source: RCW 36.57A.030

Step 3: Select members of the governing board

After the 60 day period described above, the county commissioners and each incorporated
city or town within the PTBA must select members of the PTBA’s governing board.

The governing board must consist of elected officials selected by and serving at the pleasure
of the governing bodies of the incorporated cities and the county commission within
the PTBA.

Single-county PTBAs may have no more than nine board members.
Multi-county PTBAs may have no more than 13 board members.

Conversely, after the 60-day period described above, if the county commissioners and the
remaining city or town representatives do not believe the PTBA is feasible its proposed
boundaries, the commissioners and the remaining representatives may pass a resolution
vetoing the proposed PTBA.

Source: RCW.36.57A.050

Step 4: Develop a comprehensive transit plan

PTBAs are responsible for developing comprehensive transit plans to lead to the
development and management of regional public transit systems that are energy efficient,
provide viable transportation alternatives, offer availability to all elements of the public, and
are responsive to the public need. (WAC Chapter 468-85-010)

The plan notifies the PTBA board and the public about the services the PTBA intends to
provide, and how the PTBA will develop its public transportation system.
The plan must include:

» A definition of a reasonable level of service

» Funding requirements

« The PTBAs effects on adjacent transit agencies in other counties

» Future planned enlargement of the PTBA or consolidation within another existing PTBA

The Washington State Transportation Commission reviews the plan.

Source: RCW 36.57A.070 and WAC Chapter 468-85-010
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Taxes for funding public transportation benefit areas

PTBAs may use one of the following taxes to fund their services. A simple majority of voters
within the PTBA must approve of the taxes.

« Sales tax (0.1-0.9 percent)?

« Household tax (up to $1 per month)

« Business and occupations tax (no dollar limit)
« Utilities tax

Another potential revenue source a PTBA may investigate is a transportation benefit
district (TBD) formed by a city or county (Chapter 36.73 RCW). TBDs are quasi-municipal
corporations and independent taxing districts that can raise revenue for specific
transportation projects, usually through vehicle license fees or sales taxes. TBDs can fund
transportation improvements included in a local, regional, or state transportation plan (RCW
36.73.015(6)). These improvements can range from roads and transit service to sidewalks
and transportation demand management. Construction, maintenance, and operation costs
are eligible.

Source: Chapter 36.73 RCW, RCW 36.73.015(6), and RCW 82.14.045

2 RCW 82.14.045(3) includes additional sales tax thresholds for PTBAs with special circumstances.
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