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Project Summary

Current Alternatives Under Study

The Columbia River Crossing project is studying two bridge options and two transit options in a
process to identify the best combination of options that improve mobility and safety and decrease
congestion in the five-mile project area. The result of this study will be a report called a Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS), which is required under federal guidelines.

In late 2006, the project staff recommended one bridge option and two transit options move
forward for further analysis. An additional bridge option was added in March 2007 as a result of the
CRC Task Force recommendation.

The bridge and transit options have been packaged into five different alternatives. The CRC project
team is working to define the details of the alternatives to allow additional study and analysis
during the next phase of the project. Results of the analyses will be available for public discussion
in late 2007. A formal public comment period is expected in the spring of 2008 on the selection of
one alternative.

A Brief Overview of the Alternatives

Replacement Bridge with Bus Rapid Transit

The Interstate Bridge would be replaced with a new bridge with five or six lanes in each
direction. It will have three “through” lanes in each direction and two or three on/off
lanes (in each direction) to allow vehicles to safely enter and exit the highway. The new
bridge also would have a lane for bus rapid transit.

Replacement Bridge with Light Rail Transit

The Interstate Bridge would be replaced with a new bridge with five or six lanes in each
direction. It will have three “through” lanes in each direction and two or three on/off
lanes (in each direction) to allow vehicles to safely enter and exit the highway. The new
bridge also would have a lane for light rail transit.

Supplemental Bridge with Bus Rapid Transit

The existing Interstate Bridge would be re-striped into four lanes with wider shoulders
for northbound traffic. A new bridge would be built to carry southbound traffic and bus
rapid transit.

Supplemental Bridge with Light Rail Transit

The existing Interstate Bridge would be re-striped into four lanes with wider shoulders
for northbound traffic. A new bridge would be built to carry southbound traffic and light
rail transit.

No Build

A No Build alternative is required by the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and
serves as a baseline for comparison with other alternatives. The existing Interstate
Bridge and public transit systems would remain. Only improvements reasonably
anticipated for funding and construction in the Metro and Southwest Washington
regional transportation plans would be considered.


http://www.columbiarivercrossing.org/materials/meetingMaterials/TaskForce_112906_Staff_recommendations.pdf

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement

A Draft Environmental Impact Statement is a summary of the expected impacts each project
alternative is likely to have on the surrounding area. This process is required of all federally funded
projects. The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) is a federal law that regulates the
decision-making processes of federally funded projects. The purpose of NEPA is to help ensure
that public projects address the needs of the community while avoiding, minimizing or mitigating for
negative impacts on human and natural environments.

As part of the DEIS process, the following issues will be addressed in each of the build
alternatives. The alternatives will be rigorously analyzed to determine their ability to solve the
congestion, safety and mobility problems defined for I-5.

Issues to be Addressed in the DEIS

e Public transit (route, stations, and park and ride locations)

e Freight improvements for connections and safety

o Efficiencies (such as ramp meters, incident response, ridesharing and
telecommuting)

e Bicycle and pedestrian improvements

e Air quality and noise reduction

e Environmental effects

e Cultural and historical resource protection

e High Occupancy Vehicle lanes

o Tolling

e Bridge type, appearance, and alignment (upstream or downstream)

About the Project

Columbia River Crossing is a bridge, transit, and highway improvement project of the Oregon and
Washington departments of transportation. The project is charged with solving the congestion,
mobility, and safety problems on a five-mile segment of Interstate 5 stretching from State Route
500 in Vancouver to Columbia Boulevard in Portland, including the Interstate Bridge across the
Columbia River.
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