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Washington State will Wait for FAA to Rollout ADS-B System

Some of you may have been reading about

the new ADS-B (automatic dependent

surveillance broadcast) navigation system

and the benefits it will bring to general

aviation in the near future. ADS-B is data

link technology that uses satellite-based

navigation information to transmit aircraft

locations to the cockpit and air traffic

control. It will also provide free weather and

internet access. ADS-B will allow traffic

coverage in areas where radar coverage does

not exist and is anticipated to replace the

current radar system at a much lower cost.

About a dozen states are participating in a

trial program called Legacy and have installed some ground based AD3eBsst@he
purpose of the program is to familiarize pilots with the benefits of this new tecignolog
and to encourage them to purchase compatible equipment for their aircraftsfaftesv
have the resources to purchase equipment for private aircraft to demonstraséetime s



Recently, Oregon Aeronautics announced its plans to purchase and instali@ns it

the cost of $I million appropriated from the state lottery fund.

WSDOT Aviation has recently been approached by Oregon to sign on to their ADS-B
Legacy System by purchasing and installing one station in Pasco to provide coverage t
southeast Washington and northeast Oregon. The cost would be $250,000. After
discussing the proposal with the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), &ircr

Owners and Pilots Association, and other states, a decision has been made to wait for
final rollout of the FAA ADS-B system planned in Washington State for 2010-2012.

Here are the issues that influenced the decision:
The FAA will pay for ADS-B stations when the final system is rolled out
nationwide.
There is no guarantee the trial stations will be used by the FAA.
The cost to install compatible equipment in aircraft today is approx. $10,000 each.
At least eight stations are needed to cover the state at a cost of $1.5 million.
Congress has not fully appropriated the ADS-B system.
WSDOT Aviation targets its limited resources to maintain much needed airport
infrastructure through airport grants to general aviation airports.
States participating in the trial projects have much larger aviation budgets.

WSDOT Aviation believes the new ADS-B technology will provide major improvesnent
to air traffic safety. ADS-B will also provide real time information t{s allowing

them to access more of the state’s aviation system. The majority of #sesdtate this
enthusiasm, but similar to Washington, will be waiting for the FAA to deploy thenaat
system in order realize the real benefits. We will continue to update you onl{betrol
schedule and the new information as it becomes available.

Preparations Underway for Mission Aircrew Survival School

This month, 20 students from Civil

Air Patrol and Washington Air

Search and Rescue will attend an

intense four-day survival school. The

class will spend two days in the

classroom learning survival

fundamentals and then spend two

nights in the cold, wet November air

putting those lessons into practice.

This class will be the second one

conducted by Aviation Emergency

Services Coordinator, Tom Peterson,

for the volunteer aircrew members as

an optional opportunity to increase their safety skills. The class will focus on body
management, shelter building, signaling, first aid, survival kits, and gettseged.



This summer this training will become a requirement for all aircrews irhivgten State
who wish to participate in the Aviation Emergency Services Program. Inaaditthis
all emergency volunteers will be required to maintain current First Aid/&RRAED
gualifications. “My rule is everyone comes home from a mission,” stated &eters
“There is no other option.”

Seattle Committee Meets to Discuss Building Heights for South Lake Union

The City of Seattle’s South Lake Union Action Group met in November to discuss
options for incentive zoning and building heights for the neighborhood. Of particular
interest were the potential impacts on Kenmore Air's Lake Union seaplaaeTha
Brooks of Kenmore Air identified existing overflight areas for the group, anttided
how the location and height of buildings in various parts of the neighborhood might
affect airport operations. Kenmore Air and WSDOT Aviation have offered teadhnic
assistance as the city moves forward with its planning for South Lake Union,land wi
work with city planners to recognize airport overflight areas in the neighborhood.

Clallam County Proposes Amendments to Protect its F ive Public Use
Airports

Following a thorough research process that included extensive public outrealetm Clal
County has released draft amendments to its comprehensive plan that addredarairpor
use compatibility. The draft provides a detailed description of each airport in the
transportation inventory, discourages incompatible land uses, and classifigpdhs as
essential public facilities. A unique feature of the amendments is theoadufittustom
graphics that clearly communicate airport land use compatibility concei9ON
Aviation, which has provided technical assistance to the county, provided adekter t
planning commission expressing support for the proposal.

FAA and WSDOT Advise Ephrata on Comprehensive Plan  Update

Staff from the FAA and WSDOT Aviation met with City Planner, Ron Snell, angloftir
Manager, Mike Wren, of Ephrata this week to discuss airport land use compatibilit
planning. The city is planning to update its comprehensive plan policies and development
regulations following adoption of an ALP for the airport, and is seeking directibown

to get started. The FAA and WSDOT congratulated the city on completingshstdép —
coordinating closely with the airport — and recommended that the city define am airpo
influence area and develop findings to support amendments to policies and regulations. It
was also suggested that the city forward its recommendations to Grant CourfBpA he

and WSDOT will be working closely with the city in coming months to provide technical
assistance for the comprehensive plan update.

Private-Use Airport Inquires about Airport Land Use Compatibility

The Sunshine Property Owners Association is considering development of property
adjacent to Diamond Point Airport, and asked WSDOT Aviation for information about



the state’s airport land use compatibility program. Diamond Point is a pricatelgd,
private use airport in Clallam County. Staff described WSDOT's role, and igmtbhs
under the Growth Management Act. In response to a request for clarification, WSDO
also provided information about the "Aircraft Accident Safety Zone" portion of the
program. The zones are based on a study conducted by UC Berkley, which collected
accident data from general aviation airports located all across thel Gétes. The
researchers used the information to identify historical accident pattemsin@ays and
develop recommendations for land uses and densities in certain areas adjéeent to t
runway. The association was notified that WSDOT’s guidelines are baskd study

and may be used by any community as part of their decision-making process.

Local Pilots Give Kudos for Work at Lower Granite S tate Airport

In October two pilots from the
Spokane area flew into Lower Granite
State Airport to inspect the recent
work to smooth and improve the
runway. Built from crushed rock, the
airstrip surface has become loose over
the years. The loose gravel is kicked
up by aircraft tires and could
potentially damage aircraft landing at
the strip. The pilots were very happy
with the condition of the airstrip after
rolling and an oil application. WSDOT
Aviation will monitor the runway
surface over the next year and evaluate whether this sort of mainteppnuaca is
economical and adequate.



