
 
 

Reportable Environmental Incident Report 

  6/28/2016 

Subject:  SR520 Floating Bridge and Landings 

Location:         Medina over water 

Incident Date/Time:     6/28/2016 11:30 AM 
 
Duration:        5 min 
 
Report Date:   6/29/2016 
 
Agencies Notified:  Ecology observed incident on 6/28/2016 

WSDOT contacted WDFW on 6/28/2016 
 
 

Incident Description: During the demolition of span 43 of the old SR 520 bridge, KGM’s 
subcontractor Northstar, was using a hoe ram to break concrete in the diaphragm  top of 
the columns on the west end of span 43. Representatives from Ecology, WSDOT, and 
KGM had a scheduled site visit on this date.  They observed that some concrete debris 
falling from the demolition work bounced off of the wooden crane mats making up part 
of the containment described in the Ecology approved WQMPP. The debris bounced over 
the wood rail on the containment flexi-float barge and over two additional wood floats 
KGM had installed above and beyond the BMPs described in the WQMPP. Penny 
Kelley, the Ecology Transportation Liaison, stated in the field and again in the post-visit 
debriefing that she had observed that KGM had all BMPs in place that were described in 
the WQMPP, as well as additional ones  (noting that the wood floats added outboard of 
the flexi-float containment barge went beyond the described BMPs).  
 
Corrective Mitigation: KGM halted the work until adaptive management measures could 
be implemented. An 8’ high plywood fence was added to the flexi-float barge existing 
fence and copies of 2 photos showing these BMPs were forwarded to Penny Kelley on 
6/28/16 with copies to WSDOT. KGM is also engaging in internal discussions with 
WSDOT regarding demolition methods and equipment to ensure that they are confident 
in taking the appropriate steps to minimize the potential for debris getting into the lake. 
Flexi-floats used for capturing demo debris will have 8 foot walls around the perimeter 
and barges will have walls high enough to prevent debris from bouncing out and entering 
the lake.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Reportable Environmental Incident Report 

  6/28/2016 

 
Ongoing Prevention of Future Incidents:  

-  An 8 foot tall fence will be placed around the perimeter of the flexi-floats used 
for demolition.  Barges used for containing demo debris will have walls of 
sufficient height to prevent debris from leaving them and entering waters of the 
state  

- Potential use of debris screening as a further adaptive management step. 
- An observer will watch not only for dust and water levels in containment 

barges/flexi floats, but also for debris falling in the lake, and will have the 
authority to stop work immediately if observed. 
 


