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Decision Matrix for Small Projects (CE/PCE/DCEs) 

EAs and EISs will require analysis – See the Decision Matrix for Complex Projects. 
 
The following step-by-step matrix uses a series of yes/no questions to determine if analysis is warranted 
for small projects that are unlikely to have environmental impacts (CEs/DCEs).   Answer the questions 
using the best available existing environmental data and project description or design. 
 

1. Are any protected populations present within the proposed limits of the project’s impacts? 

____  Yes:  Proceed to Question 2 

____  No:  document findings in ECS.  Include demographic data (TSK 458-b).  Findings 

must be confirmed by 2 data sources. 
 

2. Does the proposed project: 

a. Require any right of way acquisition or relocations?  ____ Yes  ____ No 

b. Require any traffic detours during construction?   ____ Yes  ____ No 

c. Result in any noise impacts to surrounding sensitive 

receptors, specific to affected populations present?  ____ Yes  ____ No 

d. Result in any air quality impacts?    ____ Yes  ____ No 

e. Result in changes in the existing access to the roadway, 

adjacent residences or businesses?    ____ Yes  ____ No 

f. Divide the community, restrict access to services, or 

affect the overall cohesion of the community?   ____ Yes  ____ No 

g. Result in, or increase exposure to, hazardous materials 

or other health effects?      ____ Yes  ____ No 

If you answered “YES” to any of the previous questions, documentation is required.  Use Figure 
458-1in the EPM to determine the appropriate level of documentation. 

If you answered “No” to all of the previous questions, proceed to Question 3.  
 

3. Will the proposed project result in any other impacts to any known protected populations? 

____  Yes:  Describe and analyze the proposed project’s potential to result in impacts to 

the protected population as described in Chapter 458 and supporting web page. 

____  No:  Document findings in ECS.  No further analysis is required 

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/publications/manuals/fulltext/M31-11/458.pdf
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/publications/manuals/fulltext/M31-11/458.pdf
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/publications/manuals/fulltext/M31-11/458.pdf
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Environment/EJ/Default.htm

