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programs and activities. Any person who believes his/her Title VI protection has been violated, may file a complaint with WSDOT’s 
Office of Equal Opportunity (OEO). For Title VI complaint forms and advice, please contact OEO’s Title VI Coordinator at  
(360) 705-7098.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Information: Materials can be provided in alternative formats: large print, Braille, cassette 
tape, or on computer disk for people with disabilities by calling the Office of Equal Opportunity (OEO) at (360) 705-7097. Persons who 
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Airport Investment Study Overview 

WSDOT’s Aviation Division has teamed up with the consulting 
firm CH2M Hill, to produce an Airport Investment Study that 
will evaluate the need for preservation, safety, and other 
capital projects at the state’s 136 public-use airports. The 
comprehensive study’s findings will be used to develop airport 
investment funding proposals for future legislative sessions.

The Airport Investment Study includes an advisory committee 
comprised of representatives from commercial and general 
aviation; airport associations and organizations; airport 
sponsors; federal, state, and local agencies; and the airline, 
aerospace, emergency medical air transport and aerial 
agricultural industries.

The project team, along with the advisory committee, will 
accomplish four objectives:

• Evaluate current funding levels for airport preservation and 
safety projects

• Assess short-term and long-term airport improvement needs

• Determine consequences of doing nothing in terms of 
economic and aviation system impacts

• Develop and recommend funding options to address airport 
investment needs

The plan includes four advisory committee meetings beginning 
in fall/winter of 2013.

Airport Investment Study
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Airport Investment Study Game Plan

The project team will research all aspects of the four  
primary objectives: 

Objective #1: Evaluate current funding levels for airport 
preservation and safety projects

1. State aeronautics account- analyze funding source and 
existing revenue forecasts.

2.  Federal funds- analyze each funding source and pertinent 
Airport Improvement Program revenue forecasts.

3.  Local funds- survey, analyze and summarize how local 
airport sponsors fund airport infrastructure projects.

4.  Aviation taxes- analyze statistical trends in Washington 
compared to other states.

Objective #2: Assess short-term and long-term airport 
improvement needs

1.  Develop a best practice process to develop airport capital 
project requirements and costs for Washington’s 136 public-
use airports.

2.  Summarize the process other states use to determine airport 
investment needs.

3.  Validate the data entered by airport sponsors into WSDOT’s 
Statewide Capital Improvement Program database to ensure 
they are complete, appropriate, and comprehensive. 

4.  Analyze short-term (0-5 years) and long-term (6-20 years) 
airport investment needs—constrained and unconstrained. 

5.  Document and summarize analysis of airport investment 
needs, including processes, mathematical methods, 
sources, explanation and justification of results.

Objective #3: Determine consequences of doing nothing in 
terms of economic and aviation system impacts

1.  Forecast consequences of continuing to fund airports at the 
current level of state funding.

2.  Compare, contrast, and provide in-depth details of 
opportunities and consequences resulting from varying 
levels of increased state funding over the next twenty years, 
in five year increments.

Objective #4: Develop and recommend funding options to 
address airport investment needs

1. Publish a comprehensive, easy to use airport investment 
research Reference Guide for the members of the Advisory 
Committee, WSDOT aviation stakeholders, and the public.  

2. The Reference Guide will include a comprehensive analysis 
of the current aeronautics account funding sources, 
restructuring options, and new funding sources options.    
Each defined option will include a discussion of the impacts 
to those that pay these taxes and fees, and impacts to the 
aeronautics account. It will also include other reference 
information that committee members would utilize to develop 
funding options.

Complete Airport Investment  
Study Report

The team will publish a comprehensive report that includes the 
committee’s research, analysis, and findings. The landmark 
report will also:

1.  Cover specific strategies for implementing the committee’s 
list of possible funding options.

2.  Establish the expected improvements to system 
performance resulting from implementing the strategies.

For more information
Visit us online: 
www.wsdot.wa.gov/aviation

or contact: 
Rob Hodgman 
Project Manager / Senior Aviation Planner 
360-596-8910
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