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Overall Byway Design Theme
The design and forms proposed in this guide are 
inspired and informed by the gentle sweeping 
curves that characterize the Kettle Range. These 
mountains through time have been integral to 
how people live, how they travel and where they 
settle.  The tops of  these rounded mountain 
tops, if  abstracted, form a series of  arcs rising 
and falling across the landscape. 

A gentle curving arc in the Byway site designs 
takes its cue from these forms, which is repeated 
throughout much of  the design elements. 
Visitors will fi rst see this curve in the East and 
West Gateway signs upon entering the Byway, 
and will encounter it again as it is continued 
through the interpretive site signage, stone walls 
and paving edges throughout the Byway.

Built Features

Design Palette

It is suggested that materials used for 
construction of  sites along the Byway be 
indigenous to the region, long lasting and vandal 
proof. Appropriate materials include stone, 
metals and heavy timbers. These materials 
also recognize and celebrate the materials that 
early pioneers, miners, settlers, and the Civilian 
Conservation Corps used in the fi rst structures 
in the area.

Stone should be locally acquired granite, and 
walls and features constructed with it should be 
done by skilled stonemasons. Stone should be 
laid in a random ashlar pattern that is refl ective 
of  the rural, natural and rustic setting.

Structures such as kiosks, signage, and picnic 
shelters should incorporate heavy timbers 
refl ecting the grandiose scale of  conifers that 
typify the Kettle Range.  Both peeled logs and 
milled lumber are appropriate, provided they are 
of  a suffi cient scale and mass.

Stone wall, Wilson River Waysides, Oregon.

Sign at Mt. Bachelor with stone 
base, sturdy timbers and iron work.

Unit Pavers, Sprague Wayside, Wilson River Hwy, Oregon.



19
GreenWorks, P.C.

Sherman Pass Scenic Byway Corridor Plan

Share in the Journey...

Paving materials should include crushed gravel 
and asphalt concrete for vehicle areas, poured 
in place concrete and concrete unit pavers for 
pedestrian areas, and crushed rock or asphalt 
concrete trails.

Unfortunately, vandalism is a perennial issue, and 
the Byway is no exception. This issue presents a 
particular challenge to interpretive efforts, in that 
signage can be expensive to replace. A product 
that holds promise is made by a company called 
Folia, who use a high pressure laminate process 
to create a virtually scratch proof  surface. It is 
less expensive than porcelain enamel, and can 
be replaced for less than the initial cost. Product 
samples seem to indicate that the medium is 
capable of  achieving a very high quality graphic. 
(Folia, 58 York, Huntington, Quebec, Canada, 
JOS 1HO (888)-264-6122, www.folia.ca)

Signage
Three different signs have been designed for the 
Byway, which compose a family, each with common 
elements supporting the Byway design theme. They 
are Gateway Signs, Interpretive Site Identifi cation 
Signs and Directional Signs. The Gateway Signs 
will provide clear indication to visitors that they 
are entering the Byway, while the Interpretive Site 
Identifi cation Signs along the Byway will both 
identify sites and carry through the design theme 
like a string of  beads. Directional signs are lower 
in the signage hierarchy, and provide direction 
about where to go at each of  the individual 
sites. Wood, stone, black steel edging and steel 
brackets form their common elements.

Orientation kiosks at each of  the interpretive 
sites incorporate similar materials and elements. 
They are related to the Gateway Signs with 
rounded stone bases, heavy timbers and black 
steel brackets. Natural wood colors are expected 
to be used for wood fi nishes.

Accessibility

All sites will be designed to meet standards 
outlined in the Uniform Federal Accessibility 

Byway Gateway Sign

Interpretive Site Identifi cation Sign

Directional Sign
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Standards and the Americans with Disabilities 
Act Design Guide.  Additionally, improvements 
should be designed in accordance with the 
principles described in Universal Access to Outdoor 
Recreation: A Design Guide, 1993.   All sites should 
be designed to meet the standard of  “Easy”, as 
defi ned therein.

Corridor Wide Design 
Recommendations

Corridor Signage

In addition to the signage designed for this plan 
that is specifi c to the sites, efforts to increase 
corridor wide signage should be made. There 
should be signs one-quarter mile in advance 
of  all sites to alert Byway travelers. In addition, 
graphically unique signage to the Byway with a 
Byway logo should occur periodically throughout 
the Byway to remind visitors that they are 
traveling the Sherman Pass Scenic Byway.

Picnic Facilities

In talking to users of  the Byway, particularly 
bicyclists, there is a need for covered picnic 
shelters along the Byway to provide protection 
from the elements, both sun in the summer and 
rain year-round. Some of  the site designs address 
this need by locating picnic shelters that will 
accommodate two or four picnic tables.

Nominate for National Scenic Byway 
Status

Currently, the Sherman Pass Scenic Byway is 

designated as a National Forest Scenic Byway. 
The benefi ts of  achieving national designation 
are increased recognition, participation in 
nationwide marketing, and eligibility for special 
funding and marketing assistance from the 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA).

The criteria for attaining national status are that a 
National Scenic Byway must possess at least one 
of  six intrinsic qualities: natural, scenic, cultural, 
historic, recreational and archeological. In 
addition, a nominee must already be designated 
as a scenic byway by the state or other federal 
agency, such as the Forest Service. Other criteria 
must be met for user safety and facilities also. 
A corridor management plan is a required part 
of  the submission seeking this designation as 
well. This nomination process to make Sherman 
Pass a National Scenic Byway should be initiated 
immediately.

Potable Water in the Byway

Currently, all existing wells along the Byway 
have been decommissioned due to the expense 
of  maintaining them. The need for at least one 
potable water source has been communicated 
by many users and groups. It is recommended 
that this action be implemented to support 
recreational activities in the corridor. The ideal 
site to implement this is at the Kettle Crest 
Trailhead because of  the level of  use it receives. 
However, because there is no well at this site 
presently, the cost of  either pumping water from 
an existing well or creating a new one may likely 
make providing potable water here impossible. 
An alternate location to make potable water 
available is proposed at the existing well at the 
Sherman Overlook campground. 

Typical crushed rock trail, Noble Woods, Hillsboro, Oregon.

Typical asphalt path.
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