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MEMORANDUM

To: SR 520 Program Files

From: Anthony Sarhan, FHWA Major Projects Oversight Manager;
Allison Hanson, WSDOT ESO Mega Projects Environmental Director

Date: May 29, 2014

Copies To: Dave Becher, WSDOT SR 520 Floating Bridge & Landings Engineering
Manager;
Jennifer Charlebois, WSDOT Toll Division Lane Systems Project Engineer;
Rona Spellecacy, SR 520 Environmental Planner

Subject: SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV Project —
Tolling Equipment Final Design

The purpose of this memorandum is to document National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA),
State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA), Endangered Species Act (ESA), and Section 106 and
4(f) compliance for the SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV Project associated
with the location and final design of temporary and permanent tolling equipment to be installed
on SR 520 during the Floating Bridge and Landings phase of the SR 520 Bridge Replacement
and HOV Project.

Environmental documentation for the SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV
Project includes the Final Environmental Impact Statement (June 2011) and supporting
discipline reports, the Record of Decision (August 2011), SEPA Addenda (October and
November 2011) NEPA Environmental Reevaluations (December 2011, January 2012, July
2012, October 2012, February 2013, and February 2013), and other memoranda. As the project
proceeds with final design and construction, proposed modifications to design and delivery
methods have been compared to findings in the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS),
Record of Decision (ROD), and other existing reports and documentation.

As described in the FEIS, tolling is planned for the new Evergreen Point Bridge as part of the SR
520, I-5 to Medina Project. The analysis of the Preferred Alternative in the FEIS included the
assumption that single-point tolling would be implemented on SR 520 between I-5 and 1-405 for
vehicles crossing the Evergreen Point Bridge. The FEIS did not specify the location or type of
tolling equipment to be installed.
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The final design of the tolling equipment has now been completed and the specific locations of
the equipment have been identified. During the final design process, WSDOT determined the
need for temporary tolling equipment to maintain existing tolling operations throughout
construction of the Floating Bridge and Landings phase of the project.

Additional details about the temporary and permanent tolling equipment to be installed on SR
520 are provided below.

Tolling Equipment Locations and Construction Activities

Figure 1 identifies the approximate locations where the temporary and permanent tolling
equipment would be installed. Temporary tolling equipment would be located west of the g4
Avenue NE lid. The temporary equipment is needed to maintain existing tolling operations
during the different phases of construction activities at the Evergreen Point Lid before the
permanent tolling equipment can be installed. The temporary equipment will be installed in
2014 and would be in place until construction activities are completed where the permanent
tolling equipment is installed. Once the permanent tolling system is operational, the temporary
equipment would be removed. The permanent tolling equipment would be located east of the
Evergreen Point lid.

The temporary and permanent tolling equipment would include the following components: two
gantries, approximately 30 feet apart, for each direction of travel; overhead rate signs for each
direction of travel; in-pavement automobile detection devices; antennas and transponder reading
equipment; cameras with near infrared LED lighting over each lane to capture license plate
images; audit video cameras with infrared lighting; roadside control cabinets; conduit; and a
backup power generator.

Construction activities associated with the temporary and permanent tolling equipment would be
relatively minor and typical of other ancillary structures being installed throughout the SR 520
corridor, such as roadway signs, conduit, and cabinets. All construction activities would occur
within the existing project construction limits and archaeological monitoring would not be
required due to location of the activities in or directly adjacent to the roadway.

The temporary and permanent tolling equipment would be mounted at a height of 18 feet to 20
feet above the roadway. Both temporary and permanent tolling equipment would be installed at
locations where noise and/or screening walls, approximately 18 feet high, are being constructed
at both the north and south edges of the roadway. As such, the tolling equipment would not be
readily visible from adjacent neighborhoods. The tolling system would operate similarly to the
existing system located on the existing Evergreen Point Bridge.

Consistency with Environmental Documentation
The activities described above are consistent with the tolling assumptions included in the FEIS.

The installation and operation of the temporary and permanent tolling equipment would not
result in effects to natural or built environment resources beyond those effects described in the

FEIS or ROD.

Page 2 of 4



The activities described above would not have potential to affect threatened or endangered
species; FHWA and WSDOT have determined that no analysis is necessary for Endangered
Species Act compliance.

The tolling equipment would be located within the Area of Potential Effects and limits of
construction that were identified in the Final EIS. The activities described above would not have
potential to affect any adjacent historic resources. A WSDOT Cultural Resources Specialist has
determined that no additional analysis or consultation is necessary for Section 106 compliance or
Section 4(f) compliance for historic properties.

As documented above, the project remains compliant with current federal, state, local, and
departmental regulations and directives with regard to NEPA/SEPA processes, Section 106 and
4(f), and the Endangered Species Act. No additional environmental review is required.

We have reviewed and agree with the contents of this memorandum.
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MG  PIape:

%/faﬂm 5’/ 2,?{/ /1

Reglon / Mode Official

Page 3 of 4



I Temporary gantry
location

Permanent gantry
location

=== City limits

Figure 1. Approximate locations of temporary and permanent tolling equipment on SR 520
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