
 
 

Reportable Environmental Incident Report 

  07/12//2016 

Subject:  SR 520 Floating Bridge and Landings 

Location:         Medina (over water) 

Incident Date/Time:      7/12/2016 10:05 AM 
 
Duration:        40 minutes 
 
Report Date:   07/12/2016 
 
Agencies Notified:  National Response Center– Notified by KGM on 7/12/16 Incident 

#1153103 
 
WA Emergency Mgmt. Division – Notified by KGM on 7/12/16                  
Incident #16-2557 
 
Ecology – ERTS notified by KGM (incident number pending) 
 
Department of Ecology – WSDOT notified Penny Kelley WSDOT on 
7/13/16 
 
Department of Fish and Wildlife – WSDOT notified Stewart Reinbold on 
7/13/16 
 
 

Incident Description:  
At 10:05 AM a hydraulic line on a Northstar sawcuting machine, located on Span 43, 
hooked a piece of rebar. As the saw moved forward a fitting on the hydraulic line broke, 
resulting in petroleum-based hydraulic fluid escaping from the line. The Northstar 
employee immediately turned the power unit off and applied diapers to soak up the 
hydraulic fluid on the road deck. The edge of the road deck is less than four feet from 
where the incident occurred.  Prior to the start of the sawcutting, a concrete berm had 
been installed between the edge of the road and the work area as a BMP to prevent any 
slurry from going off the edge of Span 43 and into Lake Washington.  When the fitting 
broke, approximately two cups of hydraulic fluid sprayed from the hose fitting, went 
around the berm, and was discharged into the lake. 
 
A KGM foreman received a call at 10:08 AM notifying him of the spill of hydraulic fluid 
into the lake. KGM staff arrived at the spill location at 10:15 AM and deployed a 100’ oil 
boom to contain and clean up the spilled material, and deployed absorbent pads within 
the boom area to aid in absorption. The spill was completely contained by the 100’ boom 
as of 10:45 AM.  
 
At no point were any fish observed to be in distress, dying, or dead. 
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Corrective Mitigation:  
Greater diligence will be applied to ensure that hydraulic lines do not become snagged on 
exposed rebar.  
 
 
Ongoing Prevention of Future Incidents:  
A “tent” of plastic will be used to contain slurry spraying from the saw blade as the blade 
penetrates the end of the span and plastic placed beneath the cut at the end will be used to 
prevent slurry from discharging into the lake. 

 


