
 

 
 
 

Reportable Environmental Incident Report 

  07/08//2016 

Subject:  SR 520 Floating Bridge and Landings 

Location:         Seattle (over Lake Washington) 

Incident Date/Time:      7/07/2016 1:30pm 
 
Duration:        10 min 
 
Report Date:   07/08/2016 
 
Agencies Notified:  Ecology Penny Kelley notified in person by KGM on 7/7/16 

 
WDFW- WSDOT contacted Stewart Reinbold on 7/7/16 
 
 

Incident Description:  

During the demolition of grout joint between pontoons D and E of the old 520 bridge, the 
demolition plan was being followed. The BMP consisted of a length of chain link fence 
with pond liner on top spanning the entire length of the joint below water and several feet 
in each direction across the width of the joint.  It was in place and secured as per plan. 
After the joint was separated and the C/D pontoon pair was moved away from the rest of 
the bridge, the BMP was removed. During removal the catcher apparatus got hung up on 
the edge of the D pontoon.  This caused the cured grout that had accumulated in the 
catcher to fallout and sink to the lake bottom. None of it could be recovered.  The 
removal  also resulted in  a flat bar, that is used for proving support to the cantilevered 
section of the BMP to bend, which contributed to the catcher becoming uneven and the 
grout falling out of it.  
 
The quantity of cured grout that entered the lake was estimated to be 41/2 ft. by 41/2 ft. 
by 11/2 inches and the discharge lasted approximately 10 minutes.   
 
Penny Kelley from the WA Department of Ecology was in the construction office 
following up on a scheduled inspection.  KGM and WSDOT staff conveyed as much 
information as was known at the time to her. 
 
Corrective Mitigation:  

 The pond liner and chain link material will be replaced with 3/8” conveyor belt 
material 10 feet wide and capable of running the entire length of the joint under 
water. 
 

 The flat bar material supporting the cantilevered section of the grout catcher will 
be replaced with a more rigid angle. 
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Ongoing Prevention of Future Incidents:  
The superintendent or general foreman will direct the removing/picking of the grout 
catcher after each pontoon separation. Combined with the corrective mitigation measures 
described above, this should prevent another occurrence of the incident. 

 


