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Subject:                       SR 520 Floating Bridge and Landings 

Location:                      Medina (over water) 

Incident Date/Time:     5/19/2016 10:00 AM 
 
Duration:                      5 min 
 
Report Date:                 5/19/2016 
 
Agencies Notified:        Ecology # Pending 

Notified by KGM on 5/19/2016 
 
National Response Center # 1148213 
Notified by KGM on 5/19/2016 
 
Washington Emergency Management # 16-1855 
Notified by KGM on 5/19/2016 
 
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 
WSDOT notified Stewart Reinbold on 5/20/2016 
 
Washington Department of Ecology 
WSDOT notified Penny Kelley on 5/20/2016 
 

 
Incident Description: During the demolition of span 41 of the old SR 520 Floating Bridge, 
North Star, the demolition subcontractor, was using water to control dust while the 
concrete was being broken up. Underneath the work area KGM had several barges, floats 
and mats in place to contain concrete debris and water from the demolition operation. 
One of the barges developed a slight list from being unevenly loaded.  This resulted in 
some the water migrating to one side of it. There was a four inch containment berm lined 
with filter fabric around the perimeter of the barge.  A mixture of rain/process water filled 
the barge past the top of the containment berm and some of it overtopped the berm and 
entered the lake. The slow discharge lasted approximately 1-5 minutes and the discharge 
quantity was estimated to be one to three gallons. The pH was measured at 11 and the 
water leaving the barge was clear in color. No injured or distressed fish were observed in 
the area. 
 
Corrective Mitigation: Crews turned off the hoses to stop the flow of water and made sure 
no further process water left the work area. They used pumps to remove and transfer the 
process/rainwater mix into tanks.   
 
 
Ongoing Prevention of Future Incidents: An observer will be onsite to monitor water 
levels in the containment area.  Pumps and storage tanks will be ready to use when water 
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is being applied. The quantity of water being used for dust control will be monitored to 
make sure it isn’t excessive. 
 


