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Transportation Synthesis Reports (TSRs) are brief summaries of currently available information on topics of interest to 
WSDOT staff. Online and print sources may include newspaper and periodical articles, NCHRP and other TRB programs, 
AASHTO, the research and practices of other state DOTs and related academic and industry research. Internet hyperlinks 
in the TSRs are active at the time of publication, but host server changes can make them obsolete. 

Request for Synthesis: 

Julie Rodwell, Regional Coordination Branch Manager, WSDOT Planning Office, requested a 
synthesis of comprehensive transportation planning manuals of other state DOTs. WSDOT is 
interested in publishing a manual that would provide guidance (and in some areas, requirements) 
for how planning is to be done by discipline (e.g., environmental, design); mode (e.g., air, rail, 
transit, bike-ped); topic (e.g., freight); and corridor. When such plans are developed they need to 
have some commonality, such as in how data is gathered and used, horizon year, and public 
involvement process. 

Summary: 

A search of the Internet and state DOT websites has revealed two manuals devoted to 
transportation planning, as well as a transportation planning decision framework. 

Databases Searched: 

• Google • State DOT Websites

RESULTS 

Texas DOT Transportation Planning Manual, September 2001 

The Transportation Planning Manual contains the following chapters: 

• State Plans, Specialized Application and Approval Activities, 
• Regional Alliances and Studies, 
• Miscellaneous Programs, 
• Metropolitan Transportation Planning, and 
• Rural Transportation Planning. 

http://onlinemanuals.txdot.gov/txdotmanuals/pln/pln.pdf 

Oregon DOT Analysis Procedures Manual, April 2006 

The Analysis Procedures Manual (APM) was created to provide a comprehensive source of 
information regarding current methodologies, practices and procedures for conducting long term 
analysis of Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) plans and projects. Although this 
information is extensive, it is not intended to be exhaustive. 

http://onlinemanuals.txdot.gov/txdotmanuals/pln/pln.pdf


The APM shall be utilized by ODOT staff as well as external consultants and contractors 
conducting and reviewing plans, projects and/or studies for ODOT. It also applies to work 
performed under ODOT Grants. 

The procedures addressed in this manual have been organized to follow the progression of 
analysis conducted for a typical transportation plan or project. It begins with project scoping and 
data collection, and ends with alternatives evaluation and production of the final report. There are 
examples provided to “walk” the user through a process. 

http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/TD/TPAU/A_APM.shtml 

Practitioner’s Guide: Missouri’s Framework for Transportation Planning and Decision-
Making, March 2004 

Missouri is facing many transportation challenges. There are significantly more transportation 
needs identified in the state’s Long-Range Transportation Plan than there are funds to address 
them. Missouri must weigh the need for a balanced and efficient transportation network against 
many other competing societal needs. Transportation is key to the nation’s economic well-being 
and global competitiveness. The Missouri Department of Transportation and its transportation 
partners realize effective planning and decision-making are vital when choosing priorities for 
transportation investments. 

The Missouri Highways and Transportation Commission’s January 2003 adoption of a more 
objective method for distributing transportation funds set in motion the development of a plan for 
making better investment decisions. The previous funding-distribution policy evolved over a 
period of years and was often changed in response to short-term decisions. The current funding 
distribution method targets significant resources to take care of Missouri’s $60+ billion 
transportation network. As MoDOT staff worked with planning partners to develop the funding 
distribution method, concerns regarding local involvement, predictability, consistency and 
accountability in decision-making surfaced. 

http://www.modot.org/plansandprojects/planning_projects/documents/PG_march102504.pdf 
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