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Safe Routes to School and 
Pedestrian/Bicyclist Programs
• Aim to improve safety for pedestrians 

and bicyclists
• All roads
• All public agencies & Tribal 

governments are eligible
• Projects must:

– Comply with funding requirements
– No match is required
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Training on Applications

• Overview Webinar
– March 11 (recording available)

• Design Guide Trainings
– March 13
– March 20
– March 27

• Application Process Workshop 
– April 15

• For more information about the 
funding programs, visit:

– Safe Routes to School Program
– Pedestrian & Bicycle Program
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https://wsdot.wa.gov/business-wsdot/support-local-programs/funding-programs/safe-routes-school-program
https://wsdot.wa.gov/business-wsdot/support-local-programs/funding-programs/pedestrian-bicycle-program


Pedestrian/Bicyclist Program Safe Routes to School Program

Program purpose - Eliminate pedestrian and bicyclist fatal and 
serious injury traffic crashes.
- Increase the availability of connected 
pedestrian and bicyclist facilities that provide 
low traffic stress and serve all ages and 
abilities.
- Increase the number of people that choose to 
walk and bike for transportation.

- Enable and encourage children, including 
those with disabilities, to walk, roll, and 
bicycle to school. 
- Make bicycling and walking to school a 
safer and more appealing form of 
transportation, encouraging a healthy and 
active lifestyle from an early age. 
- Facilitate the planning, development, and 
implementation of projects and activities 
that will improve safety and reduce traffic, 
fuel consumption, and air pollution in the 
vicinity of schools.

Estimated available funding amount $23,190,000 $25,575,000

Funding source State Federal and State

Applications due date May 31, 2024 June 7, 2024
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Project Ranking
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Category
Max 
Category 
Points

Subcategory
Max 
Subcategory 
Points

Safety 40
Safety Treatments 24
Safety Need 16

Equity 25
Highest Equity Need Census Tract 20

Community Engagement 5

Mobility with Considerations for Equity 10

Deliverability 10
Value 10
Geographic Diversity 5
Total 100



Linear Safety Treatments
• Do linear treatments and existing conditions meet WSDOT level of traffic stress (LTS) 

2 or better for both pedestrians and bicyclists?
• If a project proposes volume or speed management to meet a certain LTS, will the 

proposed treatments likely achieve the needed reductions?
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Intersection/Crossing Safety 
Treatments
• Crossing features for pedestrians and bicyclists should aim to:

– Decrease pedestrian/bicyclist exposure to points of conflict with motor vehicle 
traffic

– Decrease motor vehicle operating speed
– Increase pedestrian/bicyclist user conspicuity
– Increase the predictability of movements of different user groups through the 

intersection
– Increase separation in space between motorists and pedestrians/bicyclists
– Increase separation in time between motorists and pedestrians/bicyclists 
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The Design Guide
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Purpose of the Design Guide
 Establishes common definitions of the 

treatments for these funding programs
 Expands on the prior list of treatments with 

design guidance
 Simplifies project development and application 

for funding
 Emphasizes “how” to design treatments
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When Does the Guide Apply

 SRTS and PBP 
applications on local or 
county roads

 On state routes, 
comply with WSDOT 
Design Manual and 
related agency 
standards
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References Informing the Guide

NACTO

AASHTO FHWA
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Guide Outline
• Part 1 – Guide overview

– Introduction
– How to use this guide
– Additional guidance

• Part 2 – Treatment toolbox
– Speed management treatments
– Crossing and intersection treatments
– Grade-separated treatments
– Illumination
– ADA improvements
– Linear treatments designed for bicyclists
– Linear treatments designed for pedestrians
– Linear treatments designed for pedestrians and bicyclists
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Today

2nd Training

3rd Training



Part 1 – Guide Overview
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Part 1 – Guide Overview Continued

• Projects that align with or exceed the 
safety design features of the guide will 
tend to rank more favorably during the 
competitive application review

• Consider equity in planning, outreach, 
and design
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Part 1 – Guide Overview Cont.
• Special design considerations

– Streets for children
– Resiliency and green 

infrastructure
• Designing for and accommodating 

large vehicle turns
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Part 1 – MUTCD
• Current standard is the 2009 MUTCD 

with Revisions 1, 2, and 3 incorporated 
as modified by WAC 468-95

• Washington state has 2 years to adopt 
the 11th Edition MUTCD (released 
12/2023)

• Interim approvals still apply for now either 
at the local level or through WSDOT’s 
statewide approval for some devices

• WSDOT MUTCD Webpage
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https://wsdot.wa.gov/engineering-standards/all-manuals-and-standards/manuals/manual-uniform-traffic-control-devices-mutcd


Part 1 – Level of Traffic Stress
• Projects will be evaluated on their ability to meet LTS 1 or 2 for both pedestrians and 

bicyclists
• LTS tables are contained within the WSDOT Design Manual Chapter 1510 and 1520
• Based on speed, number of lanes, volume, buffer, facility width
• More information in Session 3

17



Part 2 – Treatment Toolbox

Source: Tom Haggarty, P.E., City of Medical Lake, City Engineer 
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Part 2 – Treatment Toolbox Continued

• Speed management treatments
• Crossing and intersection treatments
• Grade-separated treatments
• Illumination
• ADA improvements
• Linear treatments designed for bicyclists
• Linear treatments designed for pedestrians
• Linear treatments designed for pedestrians and bicyclists
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Part 2 – Speed Management
• Encourage all applicants to set injury 

minimization target speeds for projects
• Example:

– 20 mph in residential and business districts
– 25 mph for arterials or non-limited access 

roads in town centers
• Washington State Injury Minimization and 

Speed Management Policy Elements and 
Implementation Recommendations

• NACTO City Limits Guide
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https://wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2021-10/InjuryMinimization-SpeedManagement-PolicyElements-Recommendations.pdf
https://wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2021-10/InjuryMinimization-SpeedManagement-PolicyElements-Recommendations.pdf
https://wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2021-10/InjuryMinimization-SpeedManagement-PolicyElements-Recommendations.pdf
https://nacto.org/publication/city-limits/


Part 2 – Speed Management Continued

• Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices -
Washington State Modifications, WAC 468-95-
045

• RCW 46.61.400 – 25 mph statutory speed 
limits for city and town streets

• RCW 46.61.415 – can reduce to 20 mph on a 
nonarterial highway or part of a nonarterial 
highway 

– Requirement to be within a residence or 
business district removed in 2022

• Begin the local process to reduce speeds prior 
to applying. Coordinate with local emergency 
services and other partners.
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Source: Rohit Ammanamanchi, City of Bellevue



Part 2 – Speed Transition Zones
• Transition higher speed roads to lower 

speed zone in a community
• Treatments may include:

– Center islands
– Raised medians
– Roundabouts
– Roadway narrowing
– Lane-width reductions
– Layered landscaping
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Part 2 – Speed Management 
Treatments
1. Twenty-mph speed zone designation and signs
2. School or playground 20-mph speed zone with flashing beacons and signage
3. Speed feedback sign
4. Automated traffic safety camera
5. Lane width reduction
6. Road reconfiguration
7. Chicanes
8. Neighborhood traffic diverter
9. Median diverter for multi-stage crossing
10. Neighborhood traffic circle
11. Choker
12. Raised intersection
13. Speed hump or speed cushions
14. Speed table 
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Speed Zones
1. 20-mph speed zone designation and signs
2. School or playground 20-mph speed zone 

with flashing beacons and signage
3. Speed feedback sign
4. Automated traffic safety camera
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Road Reconfiguration
5. Lane width reduction
6. Road reconfiguration
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Horizontal Deflection
7. Chicanes
8. Neighborhood traffic diverter
9. Median diverter for multi-stage crossing
10. Neighborhood traffic circle
11. Choker
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Vertical Deflection
12. Raised intersection
13. Speed hump or speed cushions
14. Speed table
15. Raised crosswalk (crossing treatment)
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Recommended Vertical 
Deflection Characteristics
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Implementation
• Can use a suite of speed management 

treatments and simultaneously lower 
speeds along a corridor

• Candidate locations especially along 
school walk routes, near playgrounds, 
or in population centers
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Plan Sheet Details
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Summary

• Programs aim to improve safety for pedestrians and bicyclists
• Projects evaluated based on ability to provide low stress connections and 

crossings for pedestrians and bicyclists
• Review design guide for selected treatments
• Consider injury minimization speeds and treatments to achieve these 

speeds
• Plan sheet details can support project development and implementation
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Future Training Sessions
• Session 1 – Today
• Session 2 – March 20
• Session 3 – March 27
• All are virtual and will be recorded and posted to the LTAP website and the 

funding program webpages
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https://wsdot.wa.gov/business-wsdot/support-local-programs/local-programs-training/training-local-agencies-through-ltap


Questions, Additional Training, and Project Photos

Briana Weisgerber, PE
Active Transportation Programs Engineer
Email: briana.weisgerber@wsdot.wa.gov 
Phone: 564-669-4552
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