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 Many types of Training Available 


• Website and Contacts
 

• Listserv / Monthly Newsletter
 

• Design Training Matrix 

• Learning Center Libraries 

• Design Academy 

• Grub Club / Monday Morning Minute
 

• Design & Construction Conference
 



 

           

 

     

    

 

 

   

How to find training, trainers and be 

informed 

1. Design training resources can be found at: 

https://wsdot.wa.gov/engineering-standards/project-management-

training/training/design-training 

2. There is a list of specialized trainers WSDOT-Training-Contacts.pdf 

3. There is a “Design Training News” Listserv to receive emails. The Listserv 
includes the Training Newsletter, Monday Morning Minute, Grub Club, and all other 

training announcements. There are 400+ subscribers. 

4. There is a great document describing the specialty groups specialty group 

descriptions and contact list Reach out early and often!!!! 
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https://wsdot.wa.gov/engineering-standards/project-management-training/training/design-training
https://wsdot.wa.gov/engineering-standards/project-management-training/training/design-training
https://wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2021-12/WSDOT-Training-Contacts.pdf
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADOT/subscriber/new?topic_id=WADOT_634
https://wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2021-10/WSDOT-Project-Development-specialty-groups.pdf
https://wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2021-10/WSDOT-Project-Development-specialty-groups.pdf


 

  

   

 

Design Training Courses Matrix 

•	 Training guide for Technicians, Engineers, and Engineering Managers.
 

•	 Lists design training available in the Learning Center (LC) and the type 

of training that it is (links to LC). 

•	 Recommends priorities for the different technician and engineering 

job classes. Please contact us to tailor your training needs. 
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https://wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2021-11/Design-Courses-Training-Matrix.pdf


Learning Center “WSDOT Design Training” Library
	
• This library matches the Design Training Courses Matrix. 

• Navigate into Library > Design Library > Search. 
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Grub Club Recordings and Library
 
• Grub Club is a yearlong series of 1-hour sessions that offer a 

diverse array of topics and presenters 
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Design Academy – Twice a Year 

Contact if interested in attending: 

Attendees are selected by Region/Division Managers 



 Design Academy - Sessions 

Pre-Academy Interactive  at Conference

Design Manual overview Creating a Balanced Design

Right of way Right of way

Bridge and structures Bridge and structures

Real Estate Services Real Estate Services

Geotech Geotech

Utilities Utilities

Traffic Traffic

Environmental Environmental

Hydraulics Hydraulics



  

 

 

 

Design Academy Team Project 

• The Design Academy experience includes virtual pre-academy classes, in person 

interactive sessions, and a team project that will be shared at the end. 

• This will allow students to gain base knowledge, to interact with the subjects, and 

demonstrate learning through discovery and experience. 

• Students will be assigned a team and a real WSDOT project location prior to the 

academy. 

• Students will work on this project throughout the academy incorporating knowledge 

from the classes and sessions. 

• There will be a virtual meet and greet before the academy, 8 hours working time 

during the academy, and an open house for teams to present their project at the end. 
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Additional Training Coordinated by…
	

Monday Morning Minute 

This is a weekly email from the 

listserv on new and interesting topics. 

Mark Gabel 

gabelM@wsdot.wa.gov 

360-705-7457 

“WSDOT DES: 2024 Grub Club” – Sample topics:
 

June 7, 
Amy Kim & Sarah 

Thomasson 

DES Facility Professional Services Energy; 

Radio station or Forest Learning Center project 

June 21, 
Scotty Ireland, Forrest Dill, 

Mark Steingrebe. 

Cost Estimating, practical experience from the OR fish 

passage bundles 

July 5, Mark Gabel 
Design Academy, Project Management and other 

tips 

July 19, 
Tony Leingang, Steve 

Haapala, John Romero 
Work zone traffic control 

August 2, Mark Sujka Risk Management Design Academy 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R45hyElfWEg&ct=t(EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_8_20_2020)
mailto:gabelM@wsdot.wa.gov


 

 

 

 

Additional Training Continued… 

Statewide Design and Construction 

Conference (DCC)
 

•	 Yearly Two-day Virtual Event in January. 

•	 Averages around 600 attendees. 

•	 Regions are free to develop their own conference to supplement. 

•	 Sessions are recorded for those who could not attend or for later review. 

•	 The virtual environment continues as an effective option for presenting 

modules from HQ statewide. 



   

.... 
wWSDOT 

“Tell me and I forget. Teach me and I remember. 

Involve me and I learn.” ~ Benjamin Franklin 

Design Trainers: 

Dan Backman 

564-669-4742 

dan.backman@wsdot.wa.gov 

Carol Winfrey 

360-522-0603 

carol.winfrey@wsdot.wa.gov 
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mailto:carol.winfrey@wsdot.wa.gov
mailto:dan.backman@wsdot.wa.gov
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